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PREFACE. 



Fast of wliat these volumes contain Iios &lr«&df 
appeared in Scotliah Notea and Qtteriea, and I 
de&ire to express my gratitude to tlio Editor, Mr. 
Jolin Bullooli, for his ready permission to make 
what further ttse I liked of the material 

I can hardly expect that tliis — the first attempt 
to give a detailed account of tlie early Edinbargh 
newspaper press, indeed, tlie early newspaper 
press of Scotland — con be free from the errors, 
delioienctes, and omismous of pioneer work. It 
would be strange if many mistukes had not crept 
into the mass of facts that has been ooUected, 
and it would be equally strange if important 
Rources of information had not boon overlooked. 
I am also fully aware of tlie inadequacy of the 
introduotoiy sections ; but tliey are offered as a 
oontribution to the elucidation of a subject which 
one day should have its history fully written. 

Considerable difficulty has been ezperieooed in 
determining what pnblioations should be admitted 
to rank as periodicals. One encyclopedia defines 
a periodical thtu: "Tlio use of the term is 



b, Google 



▼iii Pi^fitea. 

nstrioted in ordinaty ooDvenation to magazines 
and reviewa appearing not Ion frequently tlian 
onoo a quarter, and not more frequently than 
twice a mcmth. Woekliefl, at least in Oreat 
Britain, haro, with a few exoeptiona, oeaaed to be 
regarded as periodioala." To have adopted thia 
aa a working definition would have reduoed the 
vdomes to a very small bulk. In its widest sense, 
any book or paper, seat out in parta at intervals, 
had a olum to be oounted periodioaL But it 
would have been absurd to have included such 
printa aa tlie "Votea" of the Convention of 
Estates which the King's Printer published 
during the nttings of Parliament, or works like 
Calder'a " Miscellaneous Numbers " (whioh the 
British Museum Library catalogues under 
** Periodtoals"), Johnston's *' Musical Museum," or 
the "Vocal Magazine" of 1797. All such publi- 
oaticnu were set adda Almanacs, too, had a 
oertain right of admission, but they were also 
ezoluded for what appears an adequate reason. 
The working definition under whioh selection waa 
made was that whioh the ubiquitous and disoem- 
ing "nan in the street* has in his mind when he 
thinks ot a periodioal publication. Ventures 
iriiioh nerar prooeeded b^ood the first number 
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Preface, \x 

have boan inoluded o& tlie ground that roal 
periodioity wub ddiued tliem much against tlteir 
best iiitentiona. 

As to the method employed in tlis book, tliis 
only needs to bo s&id: so far as it is posaiblo, 
oaob periodioal has been mode to stand alone, and 
its history has been followed out to tho olose. 
The only exception to this arrnngemont is made 
in the case of the EdinimTgh Gazette, whioli, 
under varying titles, and with numerous re-starts, 
flourished, if the word oaa fitly bo used, from 
1699 to 1715. To Iiave attempted one long oon- 
seoutive narrative would have produood oonf uaioa 
in the mind of tho reader. Simplicity was made 
easier by treating each beginning as if it were a 
new paper. The oomplece narrative can be read 
at ouoe by using the references at tlie close of 
each section. It was also thought advisable to 
continue to the end the history of any paper which 
Burvivod 1800; This was done in the hope tliat 
the periodicals which started publication after 
that date would provide material for future 
volumes. The series would then present a oom- 
plete view of the Edinburgh press on a definite 
plan. 

During the Commonwealth, certain joomals 
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were pabliihed at Leith. These liave been 
included, eo that the whole beginnings of the 
Soottiih periodiool press might oome under 



Idttle or no notice has been taken of errors and 
blunders in other aooount& Their name is legion. 
Periiaps no deportment of Soottish liistorioal 
enquiry would show more wholesale inaccurooies, 
■nd a freer unverified ooceptonce by writers of 
the statements of their predeoessors. 

Tim date 1800 was not chosen altogether 
abitearily as the terminus ad quem. In some 
respeots the beginning of the nineteenth century 
was a transition period. Within a year or two 
of ita start the press mode odvsnoes and new 
d^tortures, whiob nark the date 1800 as one at 
whkli • divincoi can legitimately be made. 

It is bnpoesible to euomerate hero all tlie 
sonioes from which help has been got Tlie foot- 
notes indioat« the books tliat have been found 
most tisefuL Wherever files were available they 
hav« been examined: the tables of oontentn 
indioat« those papers specimens of wluoh oould 
not be discovered. Special mention should be 
nod* o( the series of articles which my late 
friend, Ur. J. W. Soott, oontributed to ScotUA 
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Natea and Qwriea (luring 1891>2. Hie broohura 
entitled, "Ediaburgh Ne\v8i>apera," by Mr. 
William Nome, at Eorlston, proved uselul. 
TlianlcB are due to the librarians ol tlie 
following libraries, among others, tor the 
ready permission granted to examine books: — 
Advooates', Signet, New College^ and Publio, 
Edinburgh ; Mitoliell, Glasgow ; Bodleian and 
Worc<»t«r College, Oxford; and the Britislt 
Kluseum. Tho last afforded me spooial taoilitiea 
for seeing the newspapers stored in thoir Reposi- 
tory at Hendon. Indebtedness is gratefully 
acknowledged to the Earl of Crawford through 
his Iiordship's Librarian, Mr. A. Q. E. Phillipi% 
for allowing me to examine some rare periodicals 
at Haigh Hall, and to take tho photographs 
from which the illustrations have been prepared ; 
to Mr. H. G. Aldis, whose private letters 
and " Handlist of Books publislied before 1700 " 
have been very helpful; and, among many 
others who aided me witli the sight of books, to 
Mr. WilUam Cowan, wlio plaoed his ooUeotion of 
Edinburgh periodioals at my disposal The Town 
Clerk of Edinburgh freely granted me acoees to 
the Counoil Minutes. Many oorreapondent* 
courteously answered my Gn<]uiries. Myoolleague^ 
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tbtt Bev. B. H. Fnwer, M.A., read the proofs 
with me. I un nnder great obligations also to 
mj biand, Bav. Walter Soott, M^, to whose 
nggesUMi the undertaking of these volumes is 
Aaib, and to whose interest in them, and labours 
onr than, th«r ultimate appearonoe most be 
attributed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



I.— THE SCOTTISn FLEET STREET. 

TiiEUE is perliapB no more inloresting street in 
Europe than tlie grim and colonrlesii range of 
houses that stretch almost in a straight line, 
ii-om the Castle of Edinburgh on the irest down 
fo Holyrood Palace on the cast. For centuries 
it has been the focus of Scottish national life, 
and hardly a yard of its " royal mile " is without 
its story of romance and war. The high and 
ci-ow-8tep[>cd buildings that flank it on either 
sido and pour over the slnpes of the ridgo on 
which it runs, have lioused tite best blood of the 
loud, and on its cobbled pavements, and in its 
tortuous closes, events have been transacted that 
have moulded the nation's history. 

Not least among these associations of the past 
are the memories of book-making and printing. 
It is true that the first Scottish printer had his 
workshop in the parallel line of the Cowgate, 
but he lived in the Uigh Sti-eet, and all his 
immediate successors in the craft — Thomas 
Davidson, Robert X/epreuik, Thomas Bassondyne, 
Bobert Smith, Thomas Finlaison, Andro Hart, 
and Henry Charteris — ^had their dwelling-hoase, 
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their priniiug eBtablisLmont, or tlicir wle booth, 
or perhaps all of them, upon its line.* During 
the next two centuries, their example was closely 
followed by tlieir succeuors in office. Occasional 
printers ditl find accommodation in such places 
aa the Grasamarket, but they proved exceptions 
to the general rule. It was only with an ex- 
panding city that the croft broke bounds in the 
second half of the eighteenth ccnluiy, and 
members of it set up presses for themselves else- 
where. But even with much migration the old 
district has not yei lo^t its chai-acter, and thei-e 
is btill a sufRcicncy of printing houses,- publish- 
ing oliices, aud editorial sauctums within it to 
maintain the ancient glory and carry forward 
the ancient tradition. 

The printing establishments being thus maiuly 
in the central area, the city newspapers and 
jiiumals naturally came from the same quarter. 
Papers printed beyond it were few in number, 
and as a rule unimportant in quality. The 
quiet neighbourhood of Uolj-rood twice heard 
the clank of a printing press. James VII. 
thought he cotdd aid his cause in Scotland if be 
produced within it literature favourable to him- 
self. Ho accordingly gave royal warrant to 

* Dickwn aud Edmond'a " AuuaIi of ScoUiah Priotiog " 
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James Watson, aenr., and after liim to Peter 
Bruce, to establisli their jiresaos within tlie pre- 
cincts of tlio Palace itself.* Among other publica- 
tions, Bruce sent out, in May, 1C8S, reprintB of 
ficvcml of the London party pcriodicaU-t Again, 
a century later, the versatile and eccentric James 
Tytlcr mode use of the security of the debtors' 
sanctuary round the Palace, and hia enforced 
leisure therein, to issue the magazine-products of 
his home-made press. More than once the Cow- 
gate Iwcame a place of publication for periodicals. 
In tlio opening years of the eighteenth cenluiy 
Andrew Symson, rabbled curate, poet and 
printer, published a few ephemeral news-sheets 
from his printing-house " at the foot of the Ilorso 
'Wynd" there; and from probably the somo 
house Margaret Reid, in her sore distress, sent 
out one or two numbers of her Edinburgh 
Gazelle in 1715. Farther to th« west " oppooite 
Forrester's Wynd, Cowgate," James Murray 
issued his Iforth liriliih Magazine, to run its 
short course of just over a year. Still further 

* The exact aituation of the presa ia jtivea in % letter 
from the King to the Jjxdt Cotumuaionera of the 
Treaanrj— " in the outer Court of our FalaM of Ilaly- 
roodhouie.*— William Cowan'a "Holjrood Freaa"<Edia- 
burgh Bibliographical Bocietf's publicationaX p. G- 

tibid. 
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removed from the ceatral area mu the press 
locatod ID the College at the Kirk o' Field. It 
ia possible that the Aadersons, priaters both to 
the King and to the UniTcrsity, ma^ have used 
it to reprint several ol the London periodicals tor 
which they were resitonsible about 1C90. It is 
also probable that it was from tbia press that thejr 
issued their numbers of the Edinburgh Courant 
of 1T05, as well at the Scottish edition of Defoe's 
iamons Reriev, which lira. Anderson had in 
hand daring 1700-10. The firm of Hamilton, 
Ilalfour & Keil became printers to the ITniversity 
in 17M, and, as a short history of the firm puts 
it, they planted their press " in the very centre 
of intellectual Edinburgh — its famous Univer* 
aity. "* It was only when the premiaea that 
houaed the preas were required for on extension 
in 17C9 that the linn removed to the Old Fish- 
market Close. While in the College they sent 
oat the Edinburgh Chronicle of 1759, some of 
the numbers bearing that it was sold there. The 
ambitious Edinburgh Retieie of 1755 makes no 
ack&oirledgmeut of the location of the preaa that 
printed it, but it is satisfactory to know that 
it appropriately first saw the Ught within tho 
learned bounds of the College. But these are 
nearly all the periodicals that were given to the 

* "Hiatoir of N«il ft Co., Piinttn,' p. 5. 



iitized by Google 



The Seotlish Fleet Street. 



pu)>lic Irotn ouUide of tlie Higli Street area for 
tlie first centuiy and a lutlf of their existence. 
Arhca tlieir masa is compared with that oC th» 
journals printed vithin, nothing is detracted 
from the general statement that the centre of 
the city was also the centre of ita newspaper 
production. 

Before modem streets were driven across it, 
the High Street was continuous throughout its 
whole length, with the exception of the break 
cause<l by the TiVest Bow, near its western 
extremity. The long way, however, was cut up 
into sections hy certain obstructions which stood 
on the crown of the thoroughfare. They 
divided the street into the Castlehill, the Lawn- 
uiarkct, the High Street proper, and tbc Canon- 
gate. So far as is known, no periodical can be 
credited to the Canon gate section, and the 
Castlehill is associated «-ith the name of one 
only. Donaldson's printing Louse, where for 
many years from its start, the Edinburgh 
Advertiser was printed and published, stood on 
the south side of the hill. The windows over- 
looked the depression of the Grassmarket, and 
were full in view of the stately pile of buildings 
erected through the piety of Qeorge Heriot for 
tlie poor scholars of Edinburgh. The suggestion 
has not been wanting that it was the sight of 
these buildings week after week that led JTomes 
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Doiia1(l«o& to ntkke liu princely beocfactioD for 
tbe afflicted children of tlie city. 

The bootha of the cloth nierch&nti gave its 
nuns to the Laimmarket. Chambers telU how 
a set of the club irhich the mcrcbonts formetl 
"met every morning about seven o'clock and 
walked down to the Post Office, where they mode 
tbemulvei acquainted with the news of the 
morning. ... On Wednesday morninga, when 
there was no post from Zfondoa, it was their wont 
to meet as usual, and in the absence of real news 
amusB themselves by the invention of what was 
imaginary ; and this they made it their business 
to circulate among their uninitiated acquaint- 
ances in the course of the forenoon. Any such 
unfounded articles of intelligence, on being 
nupectcd or discovered, were usually called 
* Lawnmarket Gazettes,' in allusion to their 
rogaish originators. "* 

But the Lawnmarket produced several 
journals which fully deserved the title on its 
•ober side. Morocco's Close, which led to the 
north, for many years contained the famous 
|ninting-houso of Thomas Buddimon, the 
grammarian. One of his imprints gives its 
situation exactly: it is described as being in 
** Morocco's Close on the fourth story of the turn* 

* " ItaditKMU of Eduibui:gh," p. 173. 
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pike, near t]ie foot thereof opposite to the head 
of Libcrton's "Wynd." There was puhlislicd 
tliG Caledonian iltrcurif after its fintt &89 num- 
bers had been iBsue<l from Carrubber's Close 
further down the Hainc side of the strceft and 
from it, it apiieared regularly as long as the 
paper remaini>d the property of the Ruddimons. 
'riio publication brought anxiety and trouble to 
its learned printer when the city was occupied 
by the Pretender in 1745, Clialmers ocknovr- 
Unlgea that Ruddinian may liave been forced to 
act as the Prince's printer "while his power woa 
irresistible at Kdinburgli, and while a sergeant 
and a guard surrounded the printing-house,"* 
but vehemently denies that he sympatliised with 
the insurgents. The Government of the day 
were evidently of a different opinion, for 
Ihey kept a close watch upon the Mereury, and 
Ilud<liman's only son fell a victim to the 
suspicions that bad been aroused. Calmer times, 
however, prevailed, and when liuddimon's 
nephew launched the first Edinhurgh Magazine 
it was from Morocco's Close that it started on 
its career. At a still later period William Auld 
set up bis press in the same close, and ftom it 
probably came the earlier Weekly Journal, 
On the south side of the Lawnmarket four 

• " Life of Thomas Euddinuu)," p. S07. 
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eloMB na off which hod journalistic actiritiei. 
Brodie'i Close prcseirei the memorj of the 
Botorioui Beacon of tliat nuue. For aereral 
jeara brfore he expiated his crimes on tlie 
scaffold be lived alongside of (be office of 
Mennons & Co., a firm of printers which pub- 
lished sereral magozincs and at Ipast one new9> 
pi^wr, the Edinburgh Evening Pott. They used 
the encyclopedic abilities of James Tjtlcr, and 
made sereral attempts to evade the vigilance of 
those who administered the Stamp Acts, only to 
find the authorities too strong for them. Of the 
other three closes, only a fragment of Liberton's 
Wynd now survives the improvements effected 
when George IV. Bridge was constructed. It 
was one of "the chief thoroughfares from the 
fashionable district of the Cowgate to the High 
Town," and within it Henry Mackensie, whose 
name is permanently associated with his Mirror 
and Lounger, was bom in 1745. During the 
greater part of the first quarter of the eighteenth 
century, the Wynd housed the printing press 
of John Iteid, junior. It was the time of swift 
changes in the printers of any paper, and most 
of the newspapers of the day fell into Beid's hands 
at one time or another. In this way numbers 
of the first Edinburgh Gazette under its various 
titlei and disguises, the first Edinburgh Courant, 
its successor the Sroti Courant, and the 
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OhtervnUr, wore published from Liberton'i 
^Vynd. ]leid's produclions ehow a vatying 
akill in the exercise of hta cruft. Some of hit 
prints are produced oa miserable paper witli 
miserable type. 

Running paroltel with Libcrton's Wynd, and 
immediately below it, was Forrester's Wynd. 
Connecting the two was an alley in which was 
placed Lucky Dunbar's Tavern, one of the howffs 
of tlie "Mirror men," where they met and dia* 
cussed the coming contents of their journal. 
AVhen Captain i)onaldaon'B Edinburgh Gazette 
started upon its lost effort for life in 1714 it« 
production was entrusted to Robert Brown, 
whose establishment lay within the wynd itself. 
From that day its narrow roadway often saw 
maf^ozines and newspapers carried hot from the 
press to the outer world. In 17(>2 Walter 
Ruddimon removed his establishment across 
the street into it, and there in 17G8 he published 
the first Scottish weekly magazine, as well as the 
newspaper that grew out of it. The periodical 
attracted much attention from the writers of the 
day, and Poet Fergusson often crept down the 
dingy lane to drop his manuscripts into'Rnddi* 
man's contributors' box. At the mouth of the 
wynd stood the printing-house of Peter 
Williamson, who facetlotuly described himself 
as "from the other world ; " and there he set up 
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bit two Seolt Spyt. In the lut decode of tbe 
century Mrent jouraaU were produccfl within 
it — the Edinburgh Herald ond the Seoltiih 
Itegitter ninong others. In the days of its 
decrepitude the Seolt ilagtizine emerged totter- 
ing from its roccflies, and (lie second Weeyy 
Journal for many years had its office within the 
wynd. 

Slill further down the street was Turk's Close, 
in which, about 17Vi, William Auld's printing 
pstabli!thu)ent was to be found, and from which 
he published at least two Hliort-lire<l magazines 
^-the Gentleman and Ladgi JVeelljf Journal 
and the A'orth lirUiih InUUigtnter. 

The group of buildings that surround St. 
Giles' was the very heart of the city, and in* them 
several important jwrioiHcals were printed or 
had their place of sale. Built in (he thorough- 
fare to the north of the Cathmli-a1, and reducing 
the main street to a dark and narrow lane, were 
the Luckenboothn. At the end of this building, 
aa it faced down the street and looked over 
the intervening tenements to the open North 
Sea beyond, was the flat in wliich, from 172C, 
Allan Bamsay housed his circulating library. 
From h.'m the books descended to James 
UcEuen, whose name is associated with the 
Edinburgh Evening Courant, both as original 
proprietor and one of its first publishers, 
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althougli tlio iiaj>er itself would seom to liave 
bct>Q printrd at its start OD tlic opposite side of 
llie Higb Stiert ia IVarson's Close. Kincaid 
too, wbo becaiue iii'st colleague and then 
successor to McKuen, uiaintaiucd Lis cliicrs cou- 
noction witli tlic pajwr. 

But perhaps the "land" Wcaine most widely 
knowu throughout the city through William 
Creech, who in 1773 as!iURi<>d the sole control of 
the business in succession to Kincaid. Under 
his sway it became i\w t;nlheving place of tho 
literati of the Capital, and it was on bis countei's 
that the Mirror an<l Lounger first mot the eyes 
of the delighted cili^iens. Mackonxie has him- 
self, ])prhaps with a mixture «f literary imagina- 
tion, described the reception of the Mirror't first 
number, lie found Creecli, tho publisher, had 
dune much to attract attention to the sheets 
'*he had takcu care to have several copies lying 
0]>cn upon tho table, besides tho conspicuous 
appearance of the subscript ion-pa])cr hung up 
fronting the door, witli the wonl Mirror a-top, 
printed in large capitals. "* Did the names of 
tho contributors, we wonder, appear as sub" 
scribei's to their own journal ? Even althougli 
Mackenzie's account is altogether fictitious, an 
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interesting glimpu ii given of the interior of an 
Edi&borgli bookseller anil publisher's abop. 

The shop of James Watson, of whom more 
anon, was situated in the narrow lane left by the 
Lnckenbooths between them and the nortbem 
line of houses. It mast hare been well known 
in the early part of the eighteenth century, for 
its deugnation, "next door to the Red LyoDt" 
appeared on many a periodical. In the same 
passage was the printing-house of Patrick 
Ualhie, who, in 1740, published the Patriot, an 
organ that had no Jacobite tendencies. Debouch- 
ing on to the same lane was the Advocate's Close, 
wUcb contained the premises of Martin & 
Wolherspoon, who were responsible for tho 
Edinburgh iluttum of 17C3 and the Edinburgh 
RtiHuUorjf of 1774. 

The buildings on the south Bide of the 
Cathedral were chiefly associated with (he law — 
either in its making or in it« administration. 
The main approach lay through " a small oblong 
square," as Lockhort describes it, which was 
named tlie Parliament Close. This was the site 
of mach of the Edinburgh book trade from the 
last quarter of the seventeenth centuiy and on- 
wards. A list of a dozen names can be given of 
those who engaged in bookselling in tli« neigh- 
bourhood before 1700. Some of these took an 
iatMrett in t}ie disposal of periodical literature. 
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Thus AlexAuder Ogston hnd liis aaiue on tlio 
Dibliotheca Unicertalit of 1GS8 u Belling it, And 
his vidow, who Bucceedod to the businpss, waa 
similarly concerned with tho Present State of 
I GOO. Free1>airn, who was inTolTcil in the 
etrugflc for the oflicc of King's Printer in 1711, 
had hie shop in the same place, and hia Dame 
appears in tho imprint as selling the Parii 
(lazeUe of 1700. The opening numbers of the 
CaUtlonian Mercury were sold in the close at a 
shop whose sign was opprojiriately a "rriuliag- 
pressc. " When Peter Williamson compiled his 
"Edinburgh J>ircclovy" for 1773-4, eight book- 
sellers and stationers and one printer were found 
to be established in the i]uarter. Chief perhaps 
among the shops was that of James Sibbald, who 
had fallen heir to Allan Ramsay's Circulating 
Library. His pivmises became a kind of literary 
resoii, as we learn from Sir Walter Scott among 
others, and here waa published the Edinhurgh 
Magazine from its start in 1785 till the close of 
the century. In the "bock stairs" stood the 
printing establishment of the Bobci-tsons, who, 
from 1T72 to 1790, were the proprietors and 
printers of the Caledonian Mercury.* From tho 

■ For breaking into this office, sod stftdiDg toms cash 
sad caodlea, a wretched burglar suflcrad tlis extrenis 
pessltj> of the Uw, ia the GrusiBvkst, May SI, 17S3. 
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■ame office came its aliort-lived coDtem|>DrarieB, 
the Caledonian GazttUer and the Edinburgh 
Gazette of 1780. Dr. Aoderson's //« woe pro- 
duced hy Mandril & Son, wlioso works were on 
tliese same Parliament stairs. Boforo tlio cm- 
tury closed they had removed to the loot of the 
Itoj'al Bank Close in the same quarter, and from 
there they sent oat the Gleaner. I'or a time the 
Oovemme&t Gazette had its oHice of publication 
ia the district, but it and all the other csfabliiih- 
meatt were swept away in the great fire of 1824, 
although the Oa:ette ia now again established 
in aa office near the site of its iii'st publication. 
The closes runoing off tlie High Street 
between St. Giles and the Xetherbow were on 
the whole the most active in periodical publica- 
tion. It was a congested area, having on the 
main street certain public erections that scr%-ed as 
»llying points fur the citizens — The Cross, the 
Guard House and the Tron, The Cross was a 
&Tourite lounge for the " caddies, " port of whose 
business was the selling of the public prints. All 
tliree were used to locate shops and priuting- 
liouses. Thus "William Johnston's bookselling 
place was described aa being "over against the 
Court of Ouanls. " The shop of Mrs. Anderson, 
the printing monopolist, and Craig's Close, 
There James Watson had his office, were " on the 
AortiL nde of tlie Cross," just as the premises of 
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Christopher Higgins an<l John Moncur are not 
located aimply by the close in vhich thoy coulil 
be found, but hare the additional direction that 
they are "opjioBite to the Tron," 

On the north side of tlie street was Anchor 
Close, along n-ith Pearson's, Craig's, Hart's, 
Bull's, and Carrubbor's CIom-s. The cutting 
through of Cockburn Street and the North 
llridgo has gi-eally altered the district, but 
euDUgh remains to iu<licate the appearance of 
these wi'nds. Anchor Close, which still stands, 
has inemori?^ of Uuma and of the famous 
Ci'ochallan Club, and nas besides the site of the 
printiug cBtablishmcnt of William Smellie, 
whence isiiueil the snarling Kilinhurt/h Magazine 
and Jierieie in 1773. Hart's Close It jK-rhaps 
most worthy of remembrance, though the build- 
ing of Cockburii Street and the Xortli Bridge 
long ago destroyed itn existence. In it stood 
for several years tlic printing ollicc of Chrintopher 
Iligglas, who after all best dcscr\'es the credit 
of the pioneer news piinler for Scotland. la 
later years it also contained the works of John 
^osman, one uf the original projectors of tho 
KiUiiburgh Kvening Courant of 1718, and pro- 
bably printer of its opening numbers. 

Craig's Close hod a long connection with the 
press of the city. The dwelling bouse of Andro 
Hart stood at its head, and hu printing house 
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can itill bfl scea further down the close. Years 
afterwonla the former become Bucccflsivcly the 
home of Frovost Creech asit of Archibald 
Conatablc, the latter of whom made it both his 
dwelling house and hia publishing ofEccs. Down 
(he clow wos the printing eeteblishment of Bailie 
WillisoO) Coiutable's father-in-law, in a dingy 
back room of which Jeffrey and bis fellow- 
writers surreptitiously corrected tho proofs of 
their Edinburgh Ucvieie. Ko. 1 was issued from 
Constable's house. But these last were only 
carrying on a tradition begun by James Watson, 
the printing of whose numerous publications 
was done within the close. All kinds of 
periodicals fell within hii interest, and bo was 
probably the most energetic news-proridcr of tho 
two centuries in which ho lived. At various 
times he printed newspapers like tho Edinburgh 
Gaz€Ue of 1(J99, the Edinburgh Courant of 1705, 
and the Scott Courant ; reprinted papers like tho 
Parit Gazette, Addison's Examiner, and Steele's 
Tatter;, issued an original cssay-joumal like tho 
Toiler of 1711, and republished a review like the 
HiHary of the Workt of the Learned. Alto- 
gether his name appears on the imprint of nearly 
a dozen different ventures — all which activity 
he combined with a real desire for the advance- 
ment of his craft as printers. At the foot of tlio 
Mune close was the office of W. Cheyne, who was 
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resjKtniible for the Thittle of 1734, and a col- 
lection of periodical essays in tlie fashion of the 
tini<^. The firm of Murray & Cochran, printers, 
wlio joined with Sands, the bookseller, to 
establish the Scoli Magazine, hott their printing 
cijtabliBhmcnt for a time in the same alley, and 
OS late as tho last decoile of the century the 
venerable journal was being produced by them 
there. 

Of the remaining closes on the norlh side of 
(he High Street, Hull's Close conlaincd the press 
nf John Moncur, wliose namo occurs on several 
uf the ncwapajters published between ITOO and 
1T15. He seems (o have been a friendly man, 
and to have relieved his confreres AValson and 
Keid, senior, when they wei-c hard pressed. Ho 
also had his part in producing several of the cur- 
rent papers on his own account, notably Uefoo's 
Couraiii of 1710. Carrubber's Close, on the east 
side of the present Xorth Bridge, was the spot 
whence William Holland sent out the first num* 
her o£ the Caledonian Mercury. Hart's Close 
was where Christopher Higgins set up his press 
when he removed from Lcith about 1G54, and 
where he produced several journals. Fearson's 
Close led from the High Street almost opposite 
the Cross. Here John Ecid, probably he of 
I^berton's Wynd, produced some numbers of 
the Edinburgh tSctzette in 1714. For many years 
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alio the Erentnff Courant Jirat uw the liglit there 
in the premises of Itobcrt Fleming, who in the 
rcceseea of the close hraved the anger of the 
victorious Prctewler in the autumn of 1741>. 
From the same press issued the Revtur, that 
essay-periodical that aroused the admiration of 
at least one writer. 

On the south side of tlie street sereral closes 
liad printing oJHces on their steep declivities. 
Near the Nethorbow was the hou^c of the fire* 
brand Scott Chronide of 173". Its main 
entrance was in ^lunloch's Close, hut it also 
ojiened on the adjoining Totlrick's Wynd. In 
llurnel's Close, abore the Tron, the first volumes 
of the Hc<a» itngazine were pi-inted at the house 
of ^Inrray St Cocliron. Tlic " Lyon in ^oum* 
ing" tells how "ahout tho beginning of July, 
174G, one Garnet, a dragoon in Lord Mark Ker'a 
regiment, and son to one Garnet, a printer in 
Sheffield,"* canio to the office to lodge informa- 
tion regarding the cruelties practised after 
Culloden. Bell's Wynd is found frequently in 
the imprints of John Ueitl, senior, who died in 
1T12. He printed the Ediahurgh Gazette when 
ita proprietor qiurrelled with Watson, and for 
some time had a chief part in the newspaper 
production of his day. 

* L, 80O (Scot. HisU Soc). 
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An alloy that liad a long and honoaraUe 
associalion with the periodical press was tlie 01(1 
Fislitnarkct Close, whose mouth opened almost 
on the Cross. Slewart's Oyster House withiu it 
was one of the haunta of the " Mirror men ; " 
and for many years the English mails drew up 
in tho High .Street opposite to it, for it contained 
the "Post House" for half-a-eentury after ITOS. 
Every newspaper proprietor in the eity would 
have his represoDtative hanging about the close 
waiting the arrival of tho roach, and as itoon 
as he bad secured his quota of the English 
jiapcrs, ho would dart away to his own place with 
his prise. When Uamilton, Balfour & Xeil left 
the College, they settled in the old close. 
Fleming & Itamsay removed iulo it from Pear- 
son's Close, nnd for at least half a century the 
Couraiit found its settlement there. The office 
was completely destroyed in the disastrous firo 
of 1824. Only one house was left standing un- 
harmed in the close — that of Manners & Moodie, 
booksellers — and that firm generously placed 
their premises at the disposal of tho burnt-out 
newspaper for purposes of publication. Tho 
paper itself was for the time being printed at - 
the office of Ballantync's Weeklif Journal. All 
the time that the Caledonian Mercury was in 
the ho&da of Bobert Allan, it was published in 
the Old Fishmarket Close, and when Sibbald 
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■farted the Herald in 1790, he had it prioted for 
kim for nearly a year in the office of Stewart, 
Buthven £ Co. in the lame wyad. Kincaid, 
tbe King't Printer, hod his premisei within it, 
and in all probability, therefore, the Mirror and 
the Lounger firat emerged into the world from 
onder the "Salamander Land," through which 
entrance was found into the close. 

On the whole the reconl of the High Street 
daring the aereateenth and eighteenth centuries 
wu on honourable one. Perhaps the street 
itself came more into evidence during the first 
half of the following century, when many im* 
prints bore that the periodicals carrying them 
were published at such a number, High Street. 
Of ten newspapers issued in 1833, half appeared 
from a High Street oftice. But even at the 
earlier period the High Street was really the 
centre of the newspaper activity of Edinburgh. 
It was along its pavements that messengers and 
caddies alike found their way with copies to the 
public, and the coaches that carried them to 
distant parts of Scotland hod first to rattle down 
it* causeway. Contributors hod to find their 
way loj^Iy through it to drop their letters or 
essays into the box of the periodical they 
faronred, and printers and proprietors alike had 
to pOM along some part of it in going from their 
homei to their offices. The High Street may not 
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hare the brilliant record of iho Fleet Street of 
London. It may not be able to point to as 
crowded an is-sue of journals, nor to such men 
of genius as liod dealings with tho periodical 
press that appeared in the soutb. But it has a 
record of its own. It can point to sucli pioneers 
of tlio press as Uonaldson and Walson, who 
between tlicm did mucb to give tbo Scottisli 
capital ncwHpapors of its own, and it can count 
among the number of its indwellcrs sueh 
journalists as Sydscrf, Dofoe, Mackenzie, Hailes, 
Smcllie, and Anderson— not, with tho exception 
of Defoe, giants like Steele and Johnson, but 
still men who did honourable scr^'icc in tho 
cause of the periodical pre^s. When tho nine- 
teenth cenlurj' was running its course, greater 
figures, whose names were to reach throughout 
the country, could be scon on tltc old street. Tlie 
eighteenth centaiy prepared for thcso^ greater 
days. 
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TliB tint known production of the ScottieU 
pfriodical ;»rcM ajipc-ored in E<]inburg1i la the 
opening d»ys of the year 1C42,* aatl for the next 
three quarters of a century tlic capital absorbed 
practically tlie whole printing activity of the 
country in this department. Printing presses 
were indeed at work in Aberdeen and Glasgow 
during the whole of that ^wriod, and at Leith, 
CampbeltowDt and Maybole there bad been book- 
production before the close of the seventeenth 
centory, but with the doubtful exception of 
Aberdeen, and tlie real exception of Leith, none 
of these places contributed anything to the 
periodical literature of tho country. Tlio 
history of the beginnings of the press in Edin- 
burgh is accordingly the history of the rise and 
early progress of the ncwspai>er in Scotland. 
Iht doubt about Aberdeen is due to a darkly 



■ nmoghoitt Utb work the ScoUiah ayum of 
■wking tlw fcu begin oo Juiuftrj I has bcsn sdopttd In 
dkting, arm whan Dnglith periodicsla an Gonoeised, 
■■lew in ^mmma t»rba quoUtioDs from tham. 
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worded minute of the Town Council, dated July 
29, 1CJ7. It reads—" Tbc said day the counsel! 
a]>points aiie weekly diurnall to be sellit for tlie 
wae of the inhabitants, and John Forbes, 
stationer, to fumisli the samea weekly and 
appoints the deane of gild to pey the said John 
for the sainen, wberonent thir presents to be bis 
warrand. " * That the appointment of tho 
Council was complied with is duly guaranteed by 
the entry wliich apjiears in tho Uurgb accounts 
forlG5C-7 — "Item, peril be the compter to John 
Forbes, stationer, for fyften diumalU at tho 
Magistrals order, four pounds ten shillings, "f 
There is nothing in these extracts to show that 
Forbes pro<luced an original publication or even 
reprinted one compiled elsewhere. Though he 
was active as a printer a few years later, there is 
no evidence that he had a prcRs iu l(i.J7. T!ie pro- 
bability is that he was nothing more than tho 
agent the Corporation employed for procuring 
the papers they wanted. As is shown later, such 
an official was in the pay of other councils. That 
he is designated " stationer " seems to lend colour 
to the supposition. 

Leith occupies a different position, for the 
periodical press of Scotland got its first marked 

* "fiecords of Burgh of Aberdeen, 1043-1747," p. ICG. 
t Spdding Clgb « MismUV V., 181. 
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enconragemeat from tlio town. Ko doubt the 
help it received waa temporaiy and in a measure 
fortuitous, but the fact rcmaini that the activity 
of the periodical press in-Lcith over a number of 
years compares favourably with any period ia 
the capital daring the some century. As it 
happened, X<eith spoke vhen Edinburgh was 
silent. 

The political exigencies of the time mode the 
seaport a prominent centre during the early days 
of the Conuuonircalth. The difficulty which 
Cromwell had in reducing the Castle of Edin- 
burgh in ICoO evidently mode him suspicious of 
the place as a military post. The situation of 
Leith suited his tactics bettor, and he caused it 
to be hearily fortified. Ifor was its strategic 
position its only commendation in the eyes of 
the Commonwealth leaders. Commissioner 
Tucker reported strongly in its favour as a trad- 
ing centre when compared with Edinburgh. 
"This place formerly, and so at this time," he 
wrote, "is indeed a storehouse, not only for her 
own traders, but also for the merchants of the 
city of Edinburgh, this being the port thereof. 
And did not that city, jealous of her own safety, 
obstruct and impede the growing of this place, 
it would, from her slave, in a few years become 
her rival. ... In time of peace, the situation of 
this town, and all other circumstances concurring 
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to tlie rendering it fit to jiroTC the most eniincnlly 
mercantile and trading place of tLe whole nation, 
would soon invite the inhabitants of that city to 
descend from their proud bill into the more 
fruitful plain, (o he filled with the fulness and 
fatness thereof."* Under such influences it is 
not wonderful that Leith for a time outstrodo 
l-Minhurgh in certain niattcnt. Tyler, the 
printer, left the ca)>ital for it, and when Iliggins 
came, possibly to take his place, ho also natur- 
ally settled in the seaport at first. In newspaper 
pnxluction it was ]>crhapa ca^ieat of all to out- 
xtrip the city. Xews-shects were produced under 
the sanction of the authorities, and Lcith 
accordingly became for a time the likeliest 
place for their ajipearancc. To the seaport's 
credit, accordingly, stand tho Mercuriut 
Scoticus, 1G51, the Diurnal of Some Pattaget 
and Affairt, 1C52, and probably also tho earlier 
numbers of the Scottish reprint of the Mereuriut 
PolitUiu, 1G53. 

AVith these exceptions, Edinburgh was from 
the begiinning the only scat of Scottish 
journalistic enterprise, until Glasgow published 
the Glatgow Courant, No. 1 of which was dated . 
XoTember 11-14, 1713. The venture appears 



* Tackei'i " Itepoit " (Iknnatyna Club), p. Vt. 
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to have come to an end in little more than fire 
months,* and Edinburgh was again without a 
rival until the Glatgoa Journal was started, pro* 
\mAAj about 1741, and the Aherdren Journal in 
1748t — which latter is the oldest existing Scot- 
tish newspaper. Dundee made two aitempls to 
establish a journal in 1758, but did not seem 
e\*ea to be in Iho way of success till 1770 when 
• series of short-lived magasinea began to make 
their appearance.! The Perth Magazint of 
Knouletlge and Pttature ran for sevcrnl volumes 
from 1773, and in 177G Dumfries startod a 
Magazint, which in the following year became 
the Dumfries Wtikly Journal, and dropped 
publication in 1833 oaly.| Montrose was re* 
presented only by the Literary Mirror, which 
was begun in 17!)3, and outlived the century.ll 
The sister ton-n of Arbroath did not join the 
ranks till 1799, when it sent out the 



* OlMgow nuiraraitf poMettes aizt^-Mven bi-wMkl/ 
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Arbroath Magazine.* The well-known Kd$o 
Mail waa aturted in 1797. 

Even when other towns, however, began Uio 
publication of ]>eriodicals for themselves, (ho 
activity of no centre ploecil K<Iinburgh's pre- 
eminence in any joopaixly. Even when they 
were at their best, the presii of Edinburgh was 
equal to all the presses of the provinces put to- 
gether, both as to quantity of output and 
I»ersistency of existence in the periodicals them- 
selves. When the century closed, Ijillnburgh 
jwasessed two newsjtaiH-rs tlint were each eighty 
years old and over, anotlier that was approaching 
foi-ty, a monthly magazine that hod survived 
sixty years, besitles Kcvcial joui'nals that had 
respectable histories behind them. Tlko only 
periodical (hat could compare with them in 
point of age was tlie Ahertlcen Journal, which had 
fifly-two jTors of life to its credit. In literary 
quality and fame in the world of letters, tho 
sui>enority of the capital was even more marked. 
The literati of the conntrj* had their home within 
its walls, and numhei's of them lent their pens 
to the ser\'icc of tlie passing periodical. Tho 
Mirror and the Lounger made their way side by- 
side with tlic Ramhler and the Guardian. The 



* McBaiu'a " liililiogntphjr of Arbnmth,' p. IB. 
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Edinhtfffh Reneio of 176» coatained the first 
efforts of men like Adam Smith and Robertson 
tlte historian. Hubert Fergusson's poems 
earried ihe Weekly Marjazine over brood Scot- 
land. Wild and savage though it was, Stuart's 
Magetine and Rerleie hod its acknowledged ex* 
cellcnces, and the Seatt Magazine in its best days 
contained work that renders it valuable even 
now. Lord Hailcs' contributions to the Edin- 
htrgh Magazine helped to establish its fame. 
Xo doubt the best times for l^dinburgh 
jonmolism still lay in the future. The Edin* 
hurgh Sevieu, Blathcood, tho Seoltman, and a 
bost of other papers that hare made the Scottish 
capital famous orer the world, still lay in the 
womb of time, almost ready to be bom when the 
eighteenth century closed. But for its day and 
generation the Edinburgh of 1G42-1800 had no 
reason to be ashamed of its performances. 
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III^EXGLISn JOURNALS ON SCOCTISH 
AFFAIRS. 

FuB many years after tlic Union of the Croiriis, 
tlic fact best rcmcniLercd in Kugland almut 
SrotknJ va-i that the King hod como from it. 
llcfore tliat event the soulhoru nation had all 
the inlcrost in tlic norllicrn that one pcojdc may 
have in another with whom tliey may be precipit- 
ated into war at any moment. Tlio intestinal 
allaira and jiolilics of Scotland might conceivably 
have importnnco for the policy of England; and 
England accordingly kept careful and watchful 
eyes upon Scotland. l]ut that necessity vanished 
when JaiiiOB went to London, and the tendency 
became all the other way. Tho King did not 
revisit his native land till thirteen years bad 
passed, and his son Charles required eight years 
to moke up his mind to proceed to HoljTOod for 
his coronation. Neglected in high quarters, it 
fared no better at tho bands of the common 
people. Writing of events about tho year 1G38, 
Lord Clarendon says: "The truth is there was 
little curiosity either in the court or the country 
to know anything of Scotland or what was done 
there, that when the whole nation was solicitous 
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to know what paited weekly in Qcrmany and 
Poland and all other parta of Europe, no man 
rvtt inquired what was doing in Scotland, nor 
had that kingdom a place or mention in one page 
of any gazette, w little tho world heard or 
thought of that pooi)le. "• 

A different state of affairs emerged when tho 
ecclesiastical rials took place in Edinburgh and 
throughout the country during 1G37. Jenny 
Geddes's stool did more tlian moke the signing 
of the Xational Corenant [>osBibl« : it turned tho 
eyes of England towards Scotland in a way they 
had not l>een for years. Her own conflict with tlio 
King was beginning to loom up heavily in tho 
future, and in riew of it what Scotland was doing 
lieeamo of supreme iuijmrtanco. Xews was 
needed, and it was not long before means were 
adopted to let Englishmen know what their 
neighbours were doing in the north. What 
intelligence found its way across the Border 

♦CUrendon's "HiBtoiy of the EeUiIlion." EU. by 
Macniy. 1. 145. Uore tban a centory ltt«r Hugo Aniol 
bu a utniUr wsil over the indifference of Englaod to 
Scottiib sflairB. " It ia « itnnge eircnnuttince," be •aye, 
* tbst, when we were st London, a.d. 1777, Bath, Briatol, 
Lirerpool, York and other newii|Mpen wnre to bo found 
in nwny Coffee Houms ; bnt none from Edinborgh, but 
in Um Edinburgh Ooffea House."—" Biat. of Edinburgh, 
P.4HL 
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would necessarily, for tb« most part, come from 
Etlinburgli. 

The followiufT list (loos ikot pretend to oiiy 
completeness, liut it will be sullicient to indicalu 
the means used to inform Kngland concerning 
tSi-utland and Scottish allairii. It will bo noticed 
tliat lite publications arc most numerous when a 
crisis was pending in the relatiuu of tlie two 
counlries: — 

H'A2.~-The S<oU fieoiiti JJlsemcrio, l.y llicir 
Loudon Iiitclligencei-, and jirciicntod (o tbo Lonls 
of the Covenant of Scotland, Anno Domini 
ll^!9. London: printed ICA-i. 24 pp., 4to. 
This ])ub)ieatiun ii usually classed as a 
periodical, and is therefore included here. It 
was, however, nothing but a pamphlet. The 
initials "U. L." apjiear as the signature of tbo 
dedication. Another edition was published in 
the saiao year." 

1043.— y/fC Scotth Mcrcitrij, communicating 
the jVfl'airs of Scotland and the Northern Parts, 
ond come over to aeeommodalc tlic lalo Differ- 
ences. Xumber 1. Tbiit is licensed and entered 
according to order. London, printed for 
Laurence Chapman and Laurence Dlaiklock, 
and are to be sold at their shops at Chancery 

• Th* SeoU SeottU Oitcoveria wm repi in t«d in " Pbunix 
BritAnoicus.* Loudon, 1732. 
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Lone End and at Temple Bar, Octob. 5, 1C43. 
8 pp., u»all 4to. Hie form the journal took 
vu a conrcrsatiou between Alereurius Dritanicut 
and ifereurius Auiieui, two rpprcsentatiTe 
papcra of tlie tim?, with suitable commentaries 
by the writer. It aeeins to hare hail do con* 
nection with the next publication, and possibly 
had its place taken by the Scottish Dove, 

1G43.— n< Scottiih Mercury, relating (he 
Weekly lutclligence from Scotland and the 
Court. 8 pp., 4to, the last being blank. Ko 
printer's name or place of production. The 
•erenlh page has "This is licensed and entered 
according to orders— I'inis. " The British 
Unscum copy has inscribed on it "Autumn 
of 1C43 ; " the Haigh Hall copy is marked 
"Frobably October I), 1U4U." 

1C43.— r*5« Scotch hiltUigenccr, relating the 
Weekely Xewes from Scotland, the Court and 
other places. Continued from the 10 to the 25 
of October, 1C4'3. This is licensed and entered 
according to order. Xo printer or place of 
poblication is given. 'S)m signature ia B, and 
the paging 8-lC, small 4to. The matter was 
eridently partly writteta in Scotland, and the 
work of the "editor" was to arrange and sum* 
marise the news letters that reacted him. The 
date of Xo. 1 was probably October IZ>19, 1643. 

1643.— 7Ae Scottish Dote, Sent out and return* 
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iug Bringing Intelligence from tlic Aiiiiy, au<l 
makes come Itelations of otUer obaervaklo 
Tassageti of Both luugiloins for Infnnnation aud 
luBtruclioD. Iso. 1 from the 1^ of October to 
the 20 of the Baiiic. 8 iqi., 4to, ireekly. Thii 
is licensed and entered into the Hall Book 
according to Order. I^ndou: I'riutcd fur 
Laurence Chapman. Ili43. 

The cut of a dore did not appear till No. 3. 
Tlio bird kiid a Rcroll in its bill, ou vhich was 
iiiticribcd, "Jloly Innownry is blessed." Bc- 
nealh the picture was tlw text, "Be wise as 
Beriients and liamileHs as doves." Xo. 3 added 
to the title, "an aulidote against the jioisoned 
insinuations of Mcrcurim Aulirut; " and o later 
issue still further extended the title hy includ- 
ing, "and the errours of intelligencers." Tlio 
news waa aot e^clusive1y Scottish, but much was 
said of the movements of the Scoltinh army la 
Kngland. Later numbers had a rhyming table 
of contents, one of whit'h is given by those who 
refer to the journal, as the general motto of the ' 
])ai>er. The Scoltish Dore continued to No. ICl, 
X'rivember 18-2G, 104(1, at leaiit. 

ICAi.— Illicit i'jcnce from the South Harden of 
Seoiland. Timperley gives the dates March 18 
to May 13, HAi, which would meaa eight 
weekly numbers. 

1G4S. — Mercuritii CcJidoniut, presenting in a 
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contiDued Uiumall (what is rare especially from 
a State of such serious reseirancy and cautious 
secresie) a true and perfect Rclatiou of all such 
Speechesi Disputes, Delntes, Occurents and 
B«marlcable Passages as liare either been de* 
Jivered, argued, di^uHsed or occaBionally 
occurred since tlie present Sessions at Ediii- 
burgli. Mercurii sine Mercurii geuio, sumos 
omnes; quolibet ex ligno nou fiet ^ercurius. 
Printed in the Year HHS. 4to. 
The colophon reads — 

**Ni pcdibua cUudU i^oto nouiiiw cuiiwii, 

In caUul tMtem noiuen in orbs feriui, 

Non Tsreor lilulum : fecit Qiltdonia VAt«ni ; 

y«eit suapiciMU T«n« Briteiiia nicAiii — 

Archibald HuidaIi.* 

Though the print may not be a jteriotllcal in the 
usual setiM, it baa a certain claim to a place in 
this list. 

ICol . — Jlereuriiia Sroticui, or the Royal 
Messenger impartially commuuicatiug the Daily 
Procee«lings of the Armies in Knglaud, Ireland 
and Scotland, and other remarkable occurrences 
from the Parliament's Xavy at Sea, Prince 
Rapert's Fleet in the Straits and the Countess 
of Derby in the Isle of Man, etc. Examined by 
tba originalls, published by Authority, and 
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printecl by Jolm Clowes for Elizabeth Alkin. 
Number 3, 8 pp., small 41o, S^ptrmbpr 23-30, 

ICTy'i.—TU Theme or Seoto-Pretli/ter, 
" which, " saya Chalmers, " with admirable 
ridicule enquires ' whether it be not as little 
dishonourable for the Scots to be conquered by 
the English in 1G03 as to have been these twelve 
j-cara past slaves to the Covenant ' " " — a remark 
which makes the title veiy mysterious. 

1G83. — Scotch Memoiii by way of Dialogue 
between John and Klymas. Printed, Nos. 1 and 
2, for William Abbinton, and the subsequent 
numbers for Richard Butts, at the Bear and 
Orange Tree in Princes Street, k'cbruary, 1083. 

lli^. — A Speech mode by a member of Con* 
vention of the States in Scotland. S.sh. folio. 
No. 1. I,ondon : Printed for Uichard -Taneway in 
Queen's Heatl Alley in Paternoster Row, 
UDCLXXXix. Xo. 2 had as title " A Continua- 
tion of tbo Proceedings of the Convention of the 
Estates of Scotland on Monday and Tuesday the 
18th and 19th of the instant March, 1089. 
Licenced and entred acconling to Order. Lon- 
don, priuted for Richard Cliiswcll at the Rose 
and Crown in St. Paul's Churchyard, 
UDCLXxxix." There was afterwards added to the 

* Chalmen^s "Li/e of Ituddimso," p. 116. 
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title, "and of other affairs rrlating to that 
Kingdom." At least 123 oumben vere 
published. 

1G90.— P/niH« Seotihh, or Xewa from Scot- 
land. 4to. 

1GQ2.—Tie Seoltith Slereurtf, (giving a true 
Account of the Daily ProccedingH and most 
Boniarkablo Occurrences in Scotland. Xo. 1 
Siay 2-8. Printed \>y R. Baldwin, 1692.* 

AVhen Parliament no longer met in Edin- 
burgh, and when the city was regularly 
producing its own newspapers, there was not so 
much need for the appearance of English 
journals devoted to Scottish aitaira. Intere^^t 
was either non-existent or could easily be met 
by arrangement with some Edinburgh book- 
seller. The political changes, howerer, pro- 
dooed a state of matters which has become 
recurrent ever since thoy were made pouthle. 
Pushing Scots found their way into good places 
in the south, and produced anger in many an 
English heart— a complaint that is not unknown 
eren to-day. The situation was hard to bear 
under George III., and on Tuesday, January 
21, 1TT2, a paper entitled 

Th« Stotehman, Price Twopence-Halfpenny. 
6 pp., folio: Printed and published by W. 

* Seollitk Jmnal of Tcpograpk^, II., 300. 
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^loorp, Xo. 32 Cliancpry Lane, Lonilon [0] — 
was publisbvd to <]i spiny tlic Lui'dcn poor 
Engkutl had to carty in stifTcriiig so manjr Scots 
lo govprn lliein. " Bood the motley group and 
hluah," it Mid to its fcllow-counti^'mcn, "Bute, 
Mansfield, Qroflon, Morchmont, Strange, 
Denbigh, Cathcart, Stormont, Murry, Mitchell, 
Qonlon, Dunmore, Mackenxio (commodore), 
Mackenzie (Jam^s Stuart], Frosor, Elliot, 
Oilmore, etc., etc. These ore our Scotch task- 
masters." And 80 on tho journal stormed 
through at least twenty-one numbers. 
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IV.— THE FIRST SCOTTISn PERIODICAL. 

Ix determininf; which is the parlirnt Scottish 
periodicftl inuch depends on the dcfinitioa of a 
Seottiih jteriodual adopted. If mere printing 
and pubtiahing settle the question, then there 
ran be no doubt that (he earliest known Scottish 
journal is the Diuruall Oeearrenees, published 
in January, 1G43, hj Robert Dryson, an Edin- 
burgh printer. Dut there was nothing really 
Scottish about the paper. Its original composi- 
tion took place in London ; any editorial 
•nperrision it bad was exerciaeil over it in the 
same placo and almost certainly by a native 
Englishman. Its coulents were wholly con- 
cerned with English matters and interesting to 
Englishmen only, except in so far oa the pro- 
ceedings of an Pmglish Farliomcnt and the 
movements of English ti-oops in the then 
juncture of affairs were of importance to Scots- 
men. It was prepared for Englishmen, and 
mode its first appearance among thcui. The 
Edinburgh printer did his be^t to make his 
reprint reproduce the original as exactly as 
poiBible, and succeeded so well that the two 
editions correspond almost line for line. But 
tbeae things do not change the naturp of the 
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journal. It became Scoltiali merely 1x>cauM of a 
Scottish comiiositor's coinposing stick nnd Xty 
passing through an ICiIinburgh press. Bryson'a 
poterprise was }iigh1y commendable, but his 
periodical wag at "best only a transplanted alien. 
The i/ercuflus Scotirus of lliOl comes nearer 
to a true native production. It was wholly pro- 
iliicctl in Scotland, having been edited, printed, 
published and largely written at Lcith. It owed 
nothing to ]<jigland except certain excerpts from 
its journals — on indebtedness in which it was 
diligently followed by almost every pcriodicali 
gi*cal and small, that appeared in Edinburgh for 
the next century and a half. It contained much 
news concerning events that wore happening in 
Scotland, and told many things which took place 
in Lcith itself. If these matters were alone con- 
sidered, there could be no doubt about the full 
right of the Mercurita to be held as Scoltiib as 
its name, but several facts arc against its being 
accepted as a Scottish periodical through and 
through. It was prolmbly printed by either 
Tyler or Higgins, more likely the former, ojid 
both of these were Knglishmcn. It was 
avowedly published for the information of the 
Kngtish soldiery lying at Lcith, and the editor 
himself speaks as an incomer into the country. 
He refers to the paper as being "his fint-bom 
in Scotland" as if he had been engaged in 
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journalism before he crOBsed the Border. The 
conjecture has been mtule that he waa none other 
tban William Clarke, vho came to Scotland in 
tlw train of Cromwell, and remained behind him 
•a the Mcrelnry of 3Jonk. There is difficulty in 
Iwliering thia, but whoever the editor va«, he 
was an Knglishman. The paper was accordingly 
produced by Ijnglishmen for Dnglishmcn, and 
in that respect foils in being purely Scottish. 

The same objection can be urged against tho 
next two periodicals which appear on the list — 
Tht Diurnall of Some Pattaget and Affairt and 
the ifereuriut Polilieut—M has been stated 
against the Diurnall Oeeurreneet. They are both 
reprtnli of London publicatioos. The FailhfuH 
Intdligenter and its successor the Mercuriiu 
Britanicui occupy the same position as the 
Uereuriiu SeotUut. They are both acknow- 
ledged to be written \rf an officer of the Parlia- 
mentaiy army in Scotland, who as an 
Englishman addresses Englishmen. 

This brings us to the ilerturius CaJedomui, 
which has long reigned as the first ondoubted 
Scottish periodical. Xo objection can lie against 
the claim on the score of its reputed editor, 
publishers, or contents. It dealt mainly with 
Scottish affairs, and its publishers were a com- 
Innation of Edinburgh booksellers, who named 
{hemselTet "A Company of Stationers."* What 
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persons compospd the company it is impossible 
to Htate, and thers appears to be no record of 
tlie incorporation of any sucb society, altbongh 
their publishing activities showed creditable 
results. In all likelihood they resembled similar 
unofficial conjunctioDs of interested persons as 
sprang up in later times in the city — as, for 
example, the group of lidi&burgli printers and 
booksellers who united to produce the Scott 
Magazine in 1738. Nor can there be any doubt 
about the nationality of the editor, who was 
certainly Thomas Sydserf. He was a Scotsman 
born and bred. I'he Mtreuriut Caledoniu* has 
accordingly all Ihc characteriBtlcs expected in a 
Scottish publication, and must be held to bo the 
first of the long list of Scottish journalistic enter- 
prises, until some periodical of earlier date, yet 
unknown, has been discovered. 

Unfortunately little information con bo 
gathered about the career of the first Scottish 
journalist. His birthplace and birtb>date are 
alike unknown. That he was the son of that 
Sydserf, who was successively bishop of Galloway 
and Orkney, is certain, but there is no trace of 
how he spent his early years. He first appears 
as serving under the ^farquis of Montrose in his 
campaigns both abroad and in Scotland. For 
his leader he hod to the last the highest respect. 
In later years he dedicated a book to the son of 
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bis old captain, and tliere telU hov lie found his 
camp "an nradomy, ailuiirably rcplonislipd vitli 
discoursea of tlie best and deepest Bciescps." 
No doubt Sydserf's royalist convictions vere 
fostered and nourisbcd by bis association vitb 
Uontrose, and the extreme party sentiments 
which colour the Mercuriiu CaUilontiu find their 
origin in it. That he was oecasionally employed 
by Montrose on difficult and dangerous duties is 
apparent from a rhyme which was published in 
1C72. Speaking of Sydserf's connection with 
the CovenantcrS) it says: — 

"Onoo like s pedUr thoy havs heard the« brag. 
How thou didst cheat thoir light and lavo thy crag, 
MThea to the grent Montrose, under prctcnco 
Of godly bnk«s, tbon bronght'st intelligence." 

In 1CA8 he wrote a tragedy, and in the dedica* 
tion to George, Marquis of Huntly, he siieaks 
of the debt he owed to that nobleman "for the 
many reliefs, shelters and protections I received 
from your family during the time of His 
Majesty's service in the north of Scotland."* 

In spite of his violent partisanship for the 
House of Stuart, Sydserf was overlooked at the 
Bestoration, and no compensation appears to 
have been allowed him for the services he had 

* a. Abbotaford " llUoellsny," I., 81. * 
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readerod. It was indeed the other way, for the 
liajtcr lie had starled, largely in the intereala of 
the reigDing monarch, was euinniarily BUp- 
])rCBBed after a few nuinWrs hod been >bsuc<I. 
The Earl of Dorset once calU hint "Kir 
Thomae," but the title wan only an example of 
poetic license. It Bays much for Sydwrf'a 
loyalty that the pamiihlets he publiithed in 
Edinburgh after the collapse of his journal con< 
tain DO uulbreak u|>on the ingratitude with 
uhich he ha<l been treated. ILIh attacks arc re- 
served for thoso M'lin hail insjtired the 
suppression of his paper. 

After the Mtreurius Cnledoniut had dla- 
Appeared he seeniti to have driftetl t<> London. 
He had ali-eady ha<l his hand in Ixxik-niaking, 
for in lli.jS he had jmblishcil in London a 
translation from the I'rcnrh under the title of 
"Entertainment of the Court or Academical 
Conversations."" In the following year ho 
issued a second li-aniilation, this time of Cyrano 
de Bergerac — under the iianio of ■' "UX^tnnM, or 
the QoTcrnmcut of the World in the Moon. "^ 
He now tried an original composition, and in 
l(iC8 published a play, entitle<l, " Tarugo's 
Wiles, " an adaptation of a Sj>ani!fh tragedy. It 

• CUmben's » Doid. Annab," II., S71. 
t Bi-itiah Museum Catalogue. 
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ms extremely lacceHf al, and the Earl o{ Dorset 
Mng the praiies of tho author. "Torugo gave 
'OS voniler and delight," he exclaims, and bids 
Sydaerf 

" Ukke sll our old meo wiU, •tateuuen tlia jrouiig, 
And tewb e'en EnglUuuQii Um Englwh tonguo." 

He even goes further and ropresents Fhrnhus as 
saying to Scotland'— 

"On tltM I will bwtow nij lonjtett (Uya 
And crowD thy •mm with everluting baj-*. 
H7 bMDM that reach thee shall employ their power* 
To ripen aouU and men, not fruita and Qowei-a. 
Let wanner ctinen taj fading faTOura bonat 
Poeta and atari ahina bi:ight«t in the froaU' 

Altuwt immediately after the publication of his 
play Sydserf moved back to Scotland. A i-epre- 
aentation of it took place in the "Tenuis Court 
at Holyrood Abbey without the Watergate" ia 
the year of its appearance,* and not many 
months thereafter we find him established in a 
playhouse in the Canongate, probably the first 
permanent theatre that was seen in Edinburgh. 
It ia in this building, which was both his 
dwelling house and his theatre, that we get the 



• Dibdin'a " Aanala of (lie Edioburgh Sl«g^'' p. Stf. 
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final glimpse of Sytlserf. On June 4, IGCiQ, 
MuDgo Murray, a lioutrnant of tlic city 
guard,* wa< put upon his (rial for «oleotly 
breaking into it, and with "a number of Lis 
accomplices and assistants, being armed with 
Bvonis, etc., and other weapons," making a 
deadly attack upon its occupant. Sydscrf was 
engaged in tlie rehearsal of a new play, and 
would have succumbed to the assault had he not 
been assisted by "the neighbours and good 
people, " As it wag, Murray succeeded in pull- 
ing off (be actor's periwig, while another 
managed to strike him over tho head with a 
baton. On evidence the lieutenant was found 
guilty, and was onlained to "cravo the said 
Tliomos Sydserf's pardon in face of the Court," 
and to promise that he would not molest him for 
the luture.t 

As Sydsci-f walks from the Court, he walks 
out of all knowledge. Even the dato of bis 
death has not been ascertained. 



* MaiUkDd " MiscelUnr," IIT., 104. 
t Bumat'i "Criniuwl Low of ScoUand," p. 07. Abbots- 
foid "UiweUui?," III., !&«. 
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Is connection with llic origins of tlie Scotliitli 
periodical preM, muck interest circles rouad the 
name o( Clirislophcr lliggian. IIis is tho first 
personality that assumes any deStiiteueis as tUo 
printer an<I publinlicr of newspapers in the 
northern Kingdom. 

The son of a Buckinghamshire yeoman, 
Higgins was indenturcti us an apprentice printer 
to Mr. John Parker, liOudou, on August 7, 
IC37, and in due course was made a freeman of 
the English Company of Stationers on July 4, 
IG45. He is generally stated to hare arrived in 
Scotland in the year Ua, although nothing is 
known to hare come from his prexs at Leith till 
the autumn of l(>o5. So completely did he 
settle down that be mnrricd a Scottish wife. 
After remaining iu I^eith for some time lie rc- 
nioved to ]idiuburgli, where be set up his prcM 
in Hart's Close, near the Tron. His wife died in 
tlie spring of KHii, and be himself in Octohcrt 
ItiGSi being buried on the 18lh of that month 
in Qreyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh.* In the 
"Register of Interments" he is designated 



* " Bsgistw of lnteruiaDt4 " (Scottish Bscords Sodet;)) 

p>3ia 
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"Frinter to llis Majesty" — a title wkicli nisct 
Eomo question as to tbe correctncBs of its 
besloiral upon Iiim. Ilia imprint apjKars on tke , 
Faithfidl Inlclliffenccr, ifs succcsior tho 
Mercuriut Britanicut, and on tUo Mercttrlui 
I'olUieui, as well as on its continuation, tlie 
Mrreuriui PuHicut. TIio period of time over 
whicli iLcso papers extend is short. It begins 
on December 3, 1C59, and ends on tlic closing 
(lays of October of tlic following year. There 
is no reason to supiKuo that his ocwspapcr 
activity waa coafincd to ibesc dates. 

Two theories have been advanced to account 
for the presence of Uiggins in Scotland at all. 
Cbalmera has his explanation. Ho waxes both 
indignant and eloquent over the fact that until 
he himself discovered the truth) his countrymen 
were entirely ignorant of the time nod manner 
of the introduction of the newspaper press into 
Scotland. "It Is a remarkable fact," he says, 
" which history was either too idle or too much 
ashamed to relate that the arms of Cromwell 
communicated to Scotland, with other benefits, 
the first newspaper which had ever illuminated 
tbe gloom or dispelled the fanaticism of the 
Kortb. Each army carried its own printer with 
it, expecting either to convince the reasoning or 
to delude by its falsehood. King Charles carried 
Bobert Barker with him to >'ewcastle in 1G39, 
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and Oeneral Cromircll conveyed CbriatopliBr 
Iliggins to Leith in 1C52."* 

Ab tliese pages sho^i Chalmers's claim to hnre 
tliMorered the first publisher of a Scottish ncws> 
paper fails, nntl it is to be feared that his stato> 
ment about Iliggins's connection with Cromtrell 
is equally fanciful. Tho Protector crossed the 
bonier in pursuit of Charles and his army in 
Au({ust, 1U51, and ncx-cr rctarnod to Scot- 
land. Accordingly, if Higgins had any quasi- 
military or ciril ongugenieDt it must hare been 
under General Monk, whom Cromwell left 
behind him as the military administrator of the 
Kingtloui, or under one of Monk's successors in 
office. It does seem strange, however, that if 
Higgins occupied an oflicial iwsition with the 
army as printer, 3Iouk should hare been 
aathorised to commandeer the services of any 
printer or press he might rcquire.f It is true 
that all known pi'oclamations, etc., at the date 
came from Higglns's press, and on October 31, 

•'Utt of RuddiiuM," p. 117. Nidioli^ "LiUixr; 
AneodotM^* IV., S3, Mjg mora eautiouslj, but to the mudo 
eSect, that "Itobcrt Bulccr priotcd st Xoirauitlfl for 
King CSwrles in 163d, snd Chriitoplier Hif^giot Kpriiit«d 
St Lsith for tho lofonuation of tha Engluh Mldiers.' 
Tiua lut phtace ia probablj an echo of tha opening 
rtatmnant of the Jteratriiu S^ifieut, 1091. 

t "CU. Sute Pspars, Dom.," ISCfi, p. lOS. 
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1G59, lie seemi ia have bceu tlie ouly piinter of 
whose existence the authorities ia Edinburgh 
and Leith were aware. On that day the Colonel 
in command at the Leith citadel wrote Monk 
that some booklet, evidently of an insulting 
nature, hod been found at the door of ono of hia 
oihccn, and adds that he had "ordered diUigent 
»erch to be made for the finding out of presses, 
if any be in Edinburgh except what Ur. Higgiui 
bath."* But all this is very far from proving 
that Higi^ins was the official uews printer for 
the English army of occupation. 

On the other hand we have what appears to 
be a more satisfactory explanation of Iliggins's 
presence at Leitli. James Watson wrote that, 
"after the reign of the Hoyal Martyr, our noble 
art fell into visible decay. Evan Tyler, who was 
then King's Printer, as well as Robert Young, 
having printeJ for the usurper against the King, 
was justly forfeited at Scoon and declar'd rebel 
by King Charles II., anno 1G50, and so left the 
Kingdom. And Duncan Alond, stationer at 
Edinburgh, had a gift of King's Printer con- 
ferred on him which entirely cut off Tyler ; and 
Kobert Young was by this time dead. Tyler 
made over his part of the forfeited gift to some 
stationers at London, who sent down upon us 

• " CUrke Psper^- 1 V, «S9. 
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Christopher Higgias and HOme English serronts 
with him. They printed only some newspapers 
end smaU twoks and these very ill too."* 
Although modification may bo required for some 
of these statements, it is certain that the Com< 
pany of Stationers sent down an agent to Scot- 
land,t Mid there is erery probability that he set 
up his press in Leitb. About 1G52 there was 
quite a movement of Knglisli artisans, crafts- 
men and other civiliana towards that town — 
apparently on the invitation of Monk hiroself-i 
Printing was uudoubtetlly carried on in the sea- 
port. It was from Leith that Tyler returned 
to Kagland, and if Watson's statonkent is true 
that he made the London Stationers' Company 
the residuary legatees of his Scottish righta, it 
is highly probable that the Company's agent 
would begin operations in Leith. Wliethcr 
that be so or not, the minutes of the Company 
give « more solid basis for their activity in the 
aorth than the gift of any private person. 

* " Uwl. of Printing,' p. la 

1- "TnuMcript of tiie SUtioners' Begitter," vol. V., 
p-zlvii. 

J Ckmpbell Irona'a "Leith and its Antiqaitics/ II-, ISO. 
Hatchison (** Tradition* of Ltith,* p. 40) quotes an 
advwUsstDeat regarding the ware* of an Englidi glue 
faetorj woriting in the dUdel, frraa Um Kingdoms 
IntMgaor, Dee. S4, 1663. 
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'Whether u Bupplomentory to Tyler's bequest or 
Dot, the Company received from the Scottish 
Parliomcnt a patent for printing in Scotland.* 
Suh8(>qucnt minutes make it plain that Higgios, 
for a time at least, was their agent under this 
patent, even although he always seems to hare 
inserted his o^'n name in the imprints of th« 
works he set up. 

The subsequent history of the Company's 
operations in Scotland n-as not altogether 
happy. In ICGl the validity of their patent 
was questioned, and "the company were about 
to pay £oO to the Scottish Parliament for a 
renewal of the patent when Lord Lauderdale 
advised them not to do so, alleging that lie alone 
had the power of renewal, "t About the same 
time too an IDdinburgh " company of stationers" 
came into existence, and produced among other 
things the Mereitriut CaUdoniut. As has already 
been stated, they do not seem to havo bad any 
valid incorporation, but were merely certain 
booksellers who allied themselves together for 
book -producing purposes. The death of Higgins 
in ICGS brought the Englishmen's adventure to 
an end, and in the following year they sold off 
stock and plant for £300. 

• ** TrwMcript," voL Vt xlvii. 
tibid. 
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VI.— EDINBTJEGH AS A NEWS CENTHE. 

Tns Mrltest reference to the circulation of news- 
papers in ScotlsQtl seems to be that which 
Spalding mokes. Writint; under date January, 
1G42 — the very month when the same Diurnall 
was being reprinted in Edinburgh — ^ho says thai 
there were "now printed paperis daylie coming 
from London, called Diurnall Oeairrencts de- 
clairing what is dono and actit in Parliament, 
Upper and Lower Hounis."* Two years later 
Sir John Seton writing from London, April 37, 
1C44, to Sir Robert Qordoa of Gonlonstoun, 
forbears adding any public news. " Aa for news 
beir, The Weekly Intelligence I Imre sent you 
vill inform you particoInrlie,"t be says. The 
times demanded some Knglisb intelligence, but 
the chief centre of interest for Scotland was not 
south of the border. Edinburgh was the seat 
of government. Parliament House and the Law 
Courts were still there, although the Koyal Court 
bad long since swept to London. Edinburgh 
was accordingly the place to which the eyes and 
the ears of the country turned. It was the chief 
news centre of the Northern Kingdom. 
Before tb« adrent of newspapers, the events 

* SpsMingli "IVtHiblM' (Bsna. ClabX IL, i, 
t Doabu^ "Social Lifs in Former Ihk>V ll, 43. 
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of the day came to tLo knonlcdge of iuterested 
persons la a roriety of vuys. Itumour anil 
privale letters did uiuck. Tlie puljlicalion of 
Acts of Parliament and Govcrnmeat proclama- 
tions helped greatly. In later times printed 
broudNidcs giving accounts of particular OT.cuts 
became common. But perhaps, the most com- 
mon and at the same time the most continuoua 
metLod was that of tho news-letters. "To pre- 
pare Buci) letters," says ^acaulay, "become a 
calliug in London, as it now is among the natives 
of India. The newswritur rambled from coffee- 
room to coffee-room, collecting reports, squeezed 
himself into the Sessions House at tho Old 
Uailoy if there was an interesting trial, nay, 
perhaps obtained admission to the gallery of 
AVhili-hall, and noticed how the King and Queen 
looked. In this way he gathered materials for 
weekly epistles destined to enlighten some 
country town or some bench of rustic 
magistrates. " * Scotland had her share of theso 
newBwriters and news letters, and continued 
their use well into the 18th century. Oroupa of 
country magnates combined to hire some Kdin- 
burgh writer to send them weekly intelligenca 
of the capital, just oa the coffee-houses of the 
city undertook to provide news letters from the 



•"Hirtorj,- 1,101, 
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wutliem metropolis, wliich wero read iintnc<Ii- 
ately on tlie arriTal of the mails. These letters 
passed from hand to hand in the country districts 
and circulateil omong the houses of the gentTy, 
Their lives wore extended and tlioir wefulnes* 
increased by judicious copying. They ceased 
only when newspapers had obtained such a hold 
upon the community as made tlicm no longer 
necessary. 

As early as lGd2, it not before, tlic Town 
Council of Glasgow had their regular cor- 
respondent in Kdinburgh, and the service was 
kept op till near the close of the century. The 
fiist wbo held the office was John Nicoll, writer, 
who on September 0, 1G54, was awarded £40 
for, among other scrriccs, " sending the weeklie 
diunalls these twa yeirs hygane to the magis- 
trats."* This Jolin IficoU was probably none 
other than the author of the "Diary of Trans- 
actions, "t and was a man well fitted for the 
work. Besides being " an industrious and 
anxious observer of passing events," he was a 
native of Glasgow as well. In IGCO John Rae 
was associated with him, and their combined 
duties included the sending both of MS. letters 
and the printed journals which were then ap- 

• « OUivow Bui^h Rmm^ 1C30-166S,' p. S96. 
t Bsa&atjiM Clab. 
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pearin^ in tLo capital. In 1CG3 the office woa 
transferred to Ilobert Mein, vlio occupied a 
Eomewliat prominent place in Edinburgh as a 
newsagent. He was postmaster as veil a» con- 
fectioner to the King, and for a time was 
correspondent for the burgli of Stirliuf;;. The 
Glasgow authorities supplanted him in March, 
10)77, for same inattention, and gave the place 
to John Cors. Cors was on December 29, 1C80, 
paid ^38 12s Scots "for sending of printed 
papers besyd the onliunrj' gazctcs* and news- 
papers." Moin's name t^ain appears in 1681 
M the Corporation agent; perhaps the Council 
had had compassion on him for the sufferings ho 
liad endured at the hands of the Privy Council 
for his derotion to these same news letters. i* 

* Tlie minuto haa reference U» the work Cora h&d don« 
during tliB preceding two yean. If "gaxetce' ii the 
nniuo of a printed periodical, it probably- rcfcra to tlio 
London Qaictte, although in thia mme monlh of December, 
1G80, nn Etliaburgh Gaietle wu Appearing. 

t T^a whole GUngow arrange nicnta in the eighth 
decode of the ITth century for acquiring news are verjr 
curious. A niinut« of Council, t.g., authorises the pay- 
ment to the Pi-ovoat of " ten merle* which he gave Donald 
McKajr for half a bai-ral of herring which was proiniwd 
him for sending the news letters and gaiettes uttm- 
ordinary quhi Ik half barrel of herring is ordained to b« 
given yeerly for that end." — "Itecorda,' Sep. 8, 1681. 
Donald's phtce of reaideoce is not clear. 
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Ah befitted a imaller burgh, Stirling had to 
be more economical in saliafying its desire for 
newi from the capital. The Council, however, 
•eem to have been more generously minded than 
their collea^es of Glasgow, for, when they made 
a itart on Juno 6, 1CC5, they desired the news 
"for information of the people. " Thoy secured 
Bobert Mein to be their correspondent, and 
agreed to pay Lim "twa shillings sterling 
weeklie, aa Glasgow and utheris burghs 
payes."* The engagement, however, lasted 
only a little over three years, the Council with- 
drawing because "of the great expence upon the 
town in paying 20 shillings Scottis weeklie," 
and because "in this peaceable time there is no 
necessity to be at such a charge. " f For the 
next forty years the Stirling Council spasmodic- 
ally paid sums to Edinburgh news letter writers 
to keep them in touch with events, and to 
forward to them such oewspapers as were 
deemed suitable. The publication, however, 
of the Edinburijh GazctU in 1099 rendered all 
■nch private bargaining unnecessary. The 
Cowtcil waited long enougb to discover the kind 
of journal the GazOte was to be, and finding that 
it provided another chance of being thrifty, 

* "StirliDg BwokU, lftlfrl66a^"p. S1& 
t tbid, 1687-1708, p. & 
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sJopted it on tLe f^uud that "tLcy may be 
served with tlie icccklie nexrs by tbe Edinburgh 
Gazette, vbicb cootaint both forrai^ne and 
(lomestick occurrences at ane for more easy rate 
than by tlio transactions formerly made. " * At 
different times thereafter the Council became 
subscribers for the Courant and the Eeho. 

The experiences of Montrose may be taken 
as typical of many a smaller burgh. In 1G94 
tliey were supplied irit)i news letters, bat in 
June, 1700, arrangements were made wtlh 
"John Ritchie, Under Clerk of the Post OHice, 
E4linboro, " to forward "wciklie to the burgh, 
' 2 Edinburgh Gazettes, 2 London Gazelle*, and 3 
Flying 2'otit, and 3 Fostscripts with extra- 
ordinary occurrences" for "the sum of £C 
sterling yearly. " It seems an ample supply, 
but precedence in reading came in to hinder 
the papers doing their work perfectly. "An old 
tradition of the burgh runs, that the * burghers 
of Montrose were aye nineteen weeks ahint 
time.' Each member of Council was allowed 
to keep the paper for a week, the consetjuence 
being that it was nineteen weeks ere the last 
member received his budget. " f Dumfries bad 
even a more deplorable state of matters to 

• Ibid., p. 90. 

t LoVi " Bibliognphj of IXontroM Litentura," p. L 
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Tectif;^. The news letters that nrnTed for tlie 
town from Edinburgh vcre commaadcered by 
the neighbouring gentry, so that the citizens who 
were paying for thein were deprived of their 
benefit. To remedy the evil tlio Council in 
1C9C ordered that the weekly letter "should not 
be sent abroad out of the town in all tyme com- 
ing " but that " the same was to ly la the clerk's 
office, there to be keeped by him for the use and 
benefite of this burgh. " * 

These may be taken as examples of what was 
looked for from Edinburgh. The letters which 
iiews*writers may have sent were doubtless often 
gossipy, and some of them may hare been 
indispensibte to ao understanding of the political 
aitnatiML The newspapers were not gossipy, and 
tltey were not calculated to enlighten anyone 
on the state of home affairs. The average 
reader supped fall of accounts of his country's 
foreign campaigns and of the doings of govern- 
ments which could only in the remotest way 
interest him. But Edinburgh was the channel 
through which such information as there was 
trickled to the rest of Scotland : and to E<1in* 
burgh accordingly all turned. 



* WtkmaHIS* "Hiitory of Damfrita," p. &I4. 
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VII.— TUE CEXSOBSniP OF THE 
SCOTTISU ritESS. 

The authority under wkick all priutiug was 
allowed in Scotland goes b.ick to tliG enactment, 
b, il&ry, cai).27, passed by the Scottish Estates 
OD Feb. 1, 1551. It solemnly declared that " na 
Proutar presume, atleinpt or tak njtoue bund, to 
prcnt ony bukis, bullatis, saugis, blospbcma- 
tionuis, rymea, or Troffcdein, outliir in latin or 
Iiiglis touag in ony tyiiies to cum, unto tbo tymc 
the sainin be scric, vcwit and examit bo sum 
wysfl and di^icivit poraounis dejiuto tliairto be 
the Onlinaris qulmtsomever" under pain of 
confiscation of tlic property, and the banisb- 
munt of the person, of the offender. The range 
of prohibition was wide enough to include 
periodical news sheets vben they began to 
appear a century later, an<I those in authority 
exercised the right of examination previous to 
publication as long as they possibly could. One 
of the last acts of the Privy Council in reference 
to literary matters was to make the publisher 
of the Edinburgh Coutant promise, October S, 
1705, that he would print " nothing concerning 
the Qovernment till first the same bo revised 
by the clerks of Her llajesly's Privy Council. " 



b, Google 



78 The Edinhurgk Perutdital Preit. 

Even the Edinburgli Town Councili vhen it 
■ought to tako the place of Ihe ttefanct Privy 
Council, licensed the publication of ihe Eilin- 
hurgh Evening Cotirant, December 24, 1718, on 
the understanding thot the editor would be 
"obliged to ans««r the Magistrates and 
Council for the time being for what he shall 
print and publish, and before publication to 
giro ane coppie of his Print to the Mogistrats. " 
As late as 1734 the Council issued instructions 
that " to prevent the dispersing of prophone or 
scandalous Papers, none shall presume to ex- 
poM to sale liny papers or Pamphlets (except 
such as are published by authority) until they 
be seen or approven of by the Alagistratos or 
any whom they shall appoint for that pui'pose" 
on pa!n of " imprisonment during pleasure. " * 
By 1734, however, the thunderings of the 
Council were as the sound of shot in an empty 
barrel. 

The Church, Ibrough its General Assembly, 
seems also early to hare acquired some power 
and say in book-production, as Is shown by the 
notable case of Thomas Bossandyne, wlio in 15G8 
was ordered by the General Assembly to with* 



* Ses % pamphlet, "Soma Beantrlu npon what ia 
hnablj mppoMd to bs s Spnriou Faper," Ediaburgb, 
17U. 
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draw certain Toluiues from circulation. The 
interest of tbe ABsenibly vm undoubtedly cir- 
cumscribed by the moral and religious issues 
which they saw hung upon easy access to books 
and [wmiililets, aud the possible flooding of the 
country by what would tend to destroy both the 
Church as it hod been set up, and ercn morality 
itself. As it happened, the advent of newspapers 
into Scotland coincided with a crisix in 
ecclesiastical affairs, and the Church found 
itself compelled to attempt some supervision 
over what nnglit reach the ears of the people 
either through the news sheets or by the more 
careless methods of the jade rumour. In 1C43, 
accordingly, the Commission of General 
Assembly approached the Convention of Estates 
to suggest that parish ministers should be 
employed in spreading news over the country. 
"Because," said the |)Ctition, "thruch want of 
sure aud tymous intelligence a grente pnirt of 
the people are ather left to unccrtane runiouros 
or fiichted by the negligence of common 
bcareres, or abuseit with malignant informa- 
tiones that thei nather know thair awin danger 
nor the danger of religion in the cuntrey. A 
solide ordour would he set donn whereby 
intelligence may goe turth from Edinburgh to 
everie shyre aud so to everie particular pastor 
That the people may be informed both of thoir 
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daoger aod dewtie. . . ."* It is perhaps not 
to be regretted tliat this method ol censoring 
public Dewa did not commend itself. 

So for as can be leornod, no special need of 
authoritative interference with tiie printing of 
news in Scotland arose until the Commonwealth 
had been fairly established for some time.t If 
any papers appeared they were probably like 
the Diurnall Occurreneei. In Kwl, the Mtreuriut 
SeotUtu, the iirst paper to be produced oa Scot- 
tish soil, was published. 13ofoTe six months had 
passed, an edict was issued which brought it 
to an end. The Commissioners sent down by 
the English Parliament to settle affairs in Scot- 
land, sitting at Dalkeith, summarily supprcMed 
it and every other possible journal — "they dis* 
charged the printing of Uiurnalls att Leitb or 
elsewhere. " X They appear to htire had the 
Menuriut specially in their minds, although it 
is hard to understand what damage the little 
journal could do. That the prohibition was not 
taken seriously by everybody is shon*a by the 



• "Acu of tiie FU-liameot of SoMland," VL, i., la 
t The nawl; ianiod <roluiiie of th« " Register of Privy 
Omnci],' coraring the period 163S<43, conUina no 
refmoce to the publication of neinpepen. 
X LuaoBt'e *■ Diary," p. 37, under daU Jaa. S0,*IGft3. 
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faot tbnt witliiu (lirce luntitUs of ifs jti-oiuulga- 
tion there ajiiM-arcd at Lcllh itself a reprint of 
ihi- Loudon Diuninll nf ,^umt Pasmgct and 
Affnir», nhicli coatiuucd for several weeks. It 
jirobably cniue tiutlor the bati, for tlie Commou- 
wcnlth was not ]>artial to llie presa. The 
Mcrniriiis l*oliliat» was indeed allowed to l>c rc- 
[iniited first at Lcith and then in ICdiiiburpU,* 
liut it ni:iy 1)0 said to liuvc liad ollicial sanction 
for its ptiblicalioii. The general attitude of tlio 
GoTcrument in best exjii-ossed in tlic report of the 
proceedings of C'romwoH'a Council, SeptoniWr 
'Z'i, lfio5— " Several orders arc past the Couucill 
to regulate tlic press and to suppresso nil 
wceklcy printed 1>ooIcch unlofl s\irli as are 
allowed by His Ilighiicsii and Coiincill) " f — and 
this applied to Scotland as well as to Knglond. 
The Besturalion brought no relaxation of 
bonds for the 8cotti)sh prc!is. The whole 
atmospbero was against the living end flourish- 
ing of a uewKpapcr. "Clearly for newspaper 
and pamphlet literature at least," nays Prof. 
Mastion, "the Kestoraiion was an arrest and 
paralysis. >'ot only was the unniher of news- 

* Amot's "HiitCorf «f EdiuLurgli," p. AGi. Cluilntorn 
("Lif« of BuddiuMi,' p. 117) gives Oct 36, 16J3, u Um 
daM of No. I. 

t " The Clarks PsporN" III., 63. 
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papers kept ai the lovest possible i 
but tliat minimum being under Government 
management for more strictly than at any time 
during the preceding eiglitecu yean of the 
Revolution, and free pamphlcting having ceased 
or nearly bo, all heart, all pith, woa taken out of 
English journalisui. " * Scotland vas iu even 
a voTte case. Sydserf tried his hand with the 
Mereuriui Ctdtdoniiit, but it soon withered in 
Ills grasp, and the country had to subsist on the 
London journals or on illicit reproductions of 
them from Edinburgh, As great a blow as any 
came from the monopoly in printing wliicli 
Charles II. granted in ICTl to Audreir Audcrson 
for the next forty-onc years — a monopoly which 
James Watson, who did much to encourage and 
foster the newspaper press, bitterly said gave 
printing throughout Scotland "a dead stroke, 
for by it no printer could print anything from 
a Bible to a ballad without Mr. Anderson's 
license." As late as 1G90 Anderson's widow 
contended strenuously, but happily unsuccess- 
fully, that the grant to which she had become 
heir prevented the printing of news of all kinds 
by any except herself or under her authority. 

But the chief obstruction was the Scottish 
Privy Conacil. Charles II. bad hardly been 

• "Life of Uilton," TI, 33S. 
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wattHl finuly on (lie tlirone Wfuro tLc work uf 
rcprr«ioQ Wgan. Incooseil by tlie publicatiuu 
of nme CoTeaanliii)* literature tlie Council gave 
summary orders against the issue of any " bookvs 
or ])aj>oni" vIiatsocTcr unless pormisBion hail 
first been obtnineil.* Tlie onler \raa almost 
inimctliatrly fnllowwl uji by an even more eoiu- 
prehensivc proliibition — "Tbc Lords of Couacill 
being informed tliat of lato diverse bookcs and 
piimjililcts have been printed or reprinted within 
the Kingdom prcjudieiull to religion, his 
Majesties authorilic and the jicacc of the Etiig- 
doni, therefore they CDUimand and char^o that 
no printer or eoinpanio within this Kingdom 
residing in any burgh or place whatsomever 
presume or take ui>ou band to print or reprint 
any book or paper of whatRomrvcr subject with- 
out license tirst had and obtained fronk his 
Majesties Secret Councill or some delegate ap- 
pointed to Tpviso the same as they will be 
answerable ujKtn their highest peri 11 and 
ordaines intimation to be made hereof by the 
Jfagistratla at the Mercatt croccs of all burghcs 
where the said printers or companies rcseids. " t 
It was under this Act that Uobert Mcin applied 
for and received pcrraissioa to publiidi "ano 

■ "Beg. PriT. Council.' Nov. 7, 1661. 
t Ibid, Nov. 19, ICfll. 
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iliurnall worklie. '" Xo irondcr tlmt tUo 
printers tiu<l IxKtkscUcrs of PJdiukurgL iclt tliat 
tlicir trado was gone. They complained tliat 
eren the "printing and venting of Uibles and 
sclioolbookes necessary for tlie Kingdom" bad 
been sunimarilf stojipod, pnd asked the Council 
to explain the bco])q of their act. ^y Lords so 
far relaxed the stringency of their command- 
ment that they said their pvohibitions referred 
only (o the "printing of new books never hereto- 
fore printed or allowed to be sold in this Kiiig* 
dnro or the reprinting of other bookes printed 
rlscirhcre before they have been revised by 
varrand of the Covnicill." f 

As the reign of Charles drcn' to a close greater 
stringency was observed in the matter of news. 
Kinlwirgo was laid even on the reading of manu- 
script iiewB-lotiors in public cofTee-hnuse»— the 
great news centres of tlio tovrui — until tlicy had 
"first been presented lo the Bishop of Edin- 
burgh or any other privy councillor or (o the 
clerks of Council that they may consider them 
and thereby false and seditious news and 
slanders may be prevented. " ^ Tor violating 
this order Robert 3Iein, probably the same as 



* Iktd., Dm. 5, 1661. 
t nmU Dm. 10, 1661. 
J Jan. i, leaOi FvuotunbsU's " DMaNOna," I., 73. 
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before was allovoct to publiRli a nowspapor, and 
wlio acted as tlic I'Aliiiburgli news correspondent 
of the Glasgon- Town Comiril, ■was imprisoned 
in August of the same year, altlioiiglt lie con- 
tcuded tLat lie kad previously sliowu tlic letter 
to the Karl of Lauderdale, wlioso ninvcmciits it 
concerneil. His plea was evidently of sonio 
weight, for "he was liberate iu a (lay or two 
with a rebuke." • 

In 1088 one or two repriuls of London papers, 
like the 7'cH I'ajicr and tho M'eeiJy Journal 
from Loniion, were put>Ii)ihc<l from the Ilolyrootl 
Press by Peter Bruce, but these were sent out 
under tlio direct warrant of King Jnnies, and 
were litllo else than ex jiarfe pamphlets on tlie 
jwlitical discussions of the day. After bis 
flight, solemn reasons why James had forfeited 
the Ihrono were drawn up. Prominent among 
them was the illegality of setting up this very 
press in llolyrood. Tliough he used newspapers, 
neither "the most CuthoHc King" nor hii 
sei-vants had any love for them. In the pre- 
ceding year Jolin Cockbum, minister of 
Ormiston, applied for and received permission 
from the Privy Council to publish a literary 
review, which he named the BiMiotheea 
Univertalit. It might have been thought that 

*Il>id.,I., 113. 
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luch a publication iroult) have escaped grave 
offence, but tli« keen eyea of the Scottisli 
Chancellor tliwoTeretl ilisreRpect to the Boman 
Catholic faith in two of the aiiicles, and without 
conBnlting his colleagues, ho recalled the pcr- 
miMion to print after one number had appeared. 
"He would cause his own churchmen do it 
better,"* was his scornful comment, and 
Scotland's first review died at its birfh. 

Xor did the llcvolution bring much Hbcrtj to 
the press. On neutral matters a certain license 
was allowed, but wherever the actions of the 
Qovemment were involved rigorous censorship 
was applied. An act of the Privy Council, dateil 
Januaiy 28, 1C90, "discharged all printers 
within this Kingdom to print any pamphlet, 
books, or others relating to the Government 
until the same be seon^ revised and examined 
by the Earl of Cassils," or some other duly 
authorised person, under pain of banishment and 
confiscation of good3.t It was not till March 
10, 1C99, that warrant was granted to James 
Donaldson for the publication of the Edinburgh 
OasetU, the first Scottish periodical that may be 
called a newspaper in the modem sense of the 
term. Even then little real liberty was allowed, 

* lUd., I., OOS. 

t UaitUod " MiweUsny," IL, S37. 
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for the Act of Council "recommends to the Lord 
High Chancellor to nominal and appoint a 
particular persono to be Supervisor of tlie said 
Gazzetts twfore they be exjioscd to puhlict view, 
printed or sold."* 

By this decree tlie responsibility of a news- 
paper proprietor and printer to the Council 
bog;an in the interval between the sheet leav- 
ing the press and its issue to the public, for the 
provision in Donaldson's licrnse that the Gazette 
should be approved before printing does not 
seem to have been enforced. Before many 
montlis were over, however, the Council drove 
its supervision further back. Donaldson in- 
advertently printed a paragraph which gave 
them high ofFcnce, and they seized the occasion 
to declare their determination to censor the 
manuscript of a newspaper even before it 
reached the printer's hands — "The Lonls of his 
ilajeslics Privy Councill Doe lieirby appoint 
any one of their present Clerks or their Dcput 
to Revise all the Gazotts printed at Edr. before 
they shall be given ia to the press, And appoints 
Captain [ ] Donaldson to bring the 

Coppies of the soids Gazetts to the saids Clerks 
and appoints them to mark the same before 
they be given in to the Frioting house and the 

•Ibid, p. 233. 
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Mid Captain UonalctBOu to cause priut his 
Gazettn according to tlie Coppie marked by tho 
•aids Clerks of the Priiy Couacill." * Censor* 
Khip could hardly exceed tlio UTcrity of tliis 
onler. 

On tlie tame day the Council issued a warrant 
for tlie nppreliersion of Donaldson " for print- 
ing in his Gazet scroral tbinga which arc not 
trutlia and for which he has no warrand, " f and 
in due coarse he was committed to the Tolbooth. 
We have no means of Knowing llie special bit 
of news that irritated bis eupcriors, but it does 
not appear to bare been exceedingly deadly. 
Fife days later be appeared before the Council 
and declared bis abwlute submission. Ho 
begged that " tboy may be pleased to Ictt him 
know in what manner be shall make his acknow* 
ledgements and give him instructions how to 
act for the future and their Lordships com- 
mands shall be cheerfully obeyed and punctually 
obaerred." An abject journalist could go no 
further, and without comment the Council gave 
wmrrant for his liberation. J 

* " neg. Priv; Omincil,'' Jau 8, 16M. 

tibid. 

J Ibid., Jane 13, 1699. It leetna somawbAt itntnge 
Utit no atop* wtrt tftlcoa agftinat Watson, the printer, of 
tUOiMtM;' 
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But Donaltlfton war not yrt out of the clutches 
of lli« Council. He liad bitterJy to coini>lniD 
tliat tliey played Ikiro false in Tiolntiiif* tho 
^aut tliey llieiuselvps hod mmlc liim. When 
they allowed the ihsuo of (he Gazetfr, they had 
"discharged any other jwrKOUfl wlia'tsopTer to 
pen or publish the like," yot on I'ehruary 13, 
ITO'i, thoy arbitrarily ;;are permission to Adam 
Iloi^ to publish na KJinhurgh Coitrant, and 
assigned liim ilondoy, Wednesday, and Triday 
as his special days. When Donnldson promptly 
remonstrated Of^aiust this palpable infringement 
on his rights, they as promptly threw out his 
petition. Worst of all, when Boip got into 
trouble over the insertion of an advertisement 
which the tender feelings of the Pri\7 Council 
declared hurt their honour, they impartially 
suspended the papers of both IJonaldsou and 
Jioig on June 2ii, 170i>, to the no small astonish- 
ment and indignation of the former, who had 
no part wliatever in the offence. Xo doubt the 
Council soon released the Gazelle from the 
"stop" they had put upon it, but the action was 
none the less arbitrary and oppressive. 

An examination of the early products of the 
Scottish periodical press always causes astonish* 
ment that so little local news is given. The 
long dreary pages are filled with intelligence 
from the ends of the earth, and the chronicle of 
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local erents is confined to a few lines concerning 
a murder or a theft. Tlie reason is obvious. Tlie 
Council kept a watchful eye on all that appeored, 
and discouraged or even forbade news that 
concerned the Kingdom at large or the district 
in which the paper was issued. Newspaper pro- 
prietors were too anxious not to offend the 
powerful Council on whose fiat the Teiy exist< 
ence of their publication depended. They 
accordingly excluded home politics and home 
erents, for they never could tell in what 
innocent-looking paragraph the cause of 
instant luppreBBion might lurk. Donaldson 
naively confessed the principle on which he 
worked. He declared he "did never omit any 
domestick News that he judged pertinent though 
ha neither midled witli matters which he had 
cause to believe would not he acceptable nor 
•very story and triffling matter he heard. " * 

The sands in the glass, however, were run- 
ning low for the Privy Council, with all its 
tyranny and irresponsibility. The, Act of 
Union, 1707, made its continuance dependent 
on the will of Parliament — " The Queen's 
Uajesty," ran the section, "and her royal 
■oeoetson may continue a Privy Council in 



* ICiJtUad " UtoedUay," n., SM. 
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ScoHiukI for preserving of public peace and 
order until the Parliament of Groat Britain 
shall think fit to alter it or eBtahlisb any other 
effectual method for that end. " * It was 
abolished in the following year, unwept and un- 
honoured. Defoo openly rejoiced in its 
destruction. " It was thought, " bo eays, " both 
bunlenaome and dangerous, and indeed the 
Council in Scotland acting arbitrarily bad 
given the lovera of liberty such an aversion to 
them that they could not hear of it,"-)* on 
opinion with which Hill Burton agrees. "THo 
Scotsman," he says, "with a sense of justice 
and civil liberty could lament the fall of the 
Scots Secret Council. " J Its disappearance was 
a great step towards the emancipation of the 
Press. 



■Article SO. 

f "Hist, of the Union," Appendix I., p. S7. 

J " Hiitory of ScotUnd," TIIL, SIS. 
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AND THE PRESS. 

Fob a time it scrmcd as if Scottish journAlisni 
bad only excliangcd mastcri, for, apparently 
vitliout any authority whatever,* the Town 
Council of Edinhurgh auumcJ to itself the 
powers formerly held by the Privy CouDcilf 
Only another Scottish Town Council had the 
chance of exercising a Bimilar authority, but 
Qla^jow took no Buch step when its Courant 
appeared in 1715. 

Perhaps the Ediiihnrirh Council considered 
that they were merely following a proper 
■equence of events in assuming the position of 
censors to (he presn. At the opening of tho 
century much illicit printing had heon going 
on in the capital, and the Privy Council, in the 
autumn of 170-1, had called for the Magistrates 
and questioned them regarding tlie matter. They 

* Hogo Amofs p'*'''*" is— "tho plenjpotejit juria- 
diction the/ aMumed" 

t It ahonld bo ooted tliat tho Ediabargb Tows Coanril 
ezardted fta apptrantl/ tegkl, watchful care over the 
prnee prodDctioa* of the cit/ duriug the lecond half of the 
■txteenth eentarx— Bicluon & Edmoad'e "AnnaU of 
8ooU«]i Printing," pp. 106, iOS. 
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at tlic saiiio time laid ujkiu thorn (Iio duty of 
csercising a duo auii«r\-i«iou over <n-crytliiug 
that issued Ii-um the prcsis and of awunling 
puiiittliuient to Iroiiegrcssors. Hie Town 
Council luiautc sIioub liow lli« Mnf^istratcs 
smarted uuder the rebuke. "CoDsideriii^," it 
reads, " thai by ordinance of the LonU of Trivy 
Council, DO jti'intcr is to print anything uulvsa 
the sainen be dcwty aHowinI and authorised, And 
that the printers of this burgh, having traus- 
groiisod this onliunnco, have occasioned the 
Magistrats of Edinburgh to be queatioued by 
their lordships for not restraining Ihir said 
printers from printiug and publishing [lapers 
not at all alloired, And withall scandalous and 
of eril consequence, don* therefor, fo prevent the 
lyke for tyme ruineiiig slatuts and ordains that 
no printer or printers bcrvant within the ritie 
or suburbs, and for whom his master shall be 
answerable, shall not hereafter print any books, 
pamphlets* or other papers whulsoever unles 
dcwly allowed by publick Autlionly uuder tho 
penalty of losing their frccdome of tho burgh 
and otherwyse fined and puni.4hcd att the will 
of the Magistrats, And for the more sura pcr- 



• TLe «oid " pamptilet " wm commonly, though not 
cxclutivelf I uied for s single iuu« of n aswajMper. 
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formance of the promiaes apojnts the wliole 
prinUn, preaeut ond (o comr, to give bond ond 
cautioue for tLeDmelyes, apjirGiitiRes and ser* 
vants obserring of the prcmiHs and also that tlioy 
affix their names to vhatcvcr bookes, pamphlets 
or papers they shall print and publish. " * The 
printers, five in number, were at the same time 
■nmmonfd into the presence of the ]klagistratcs, 
and doubllesfl several unpleasant things were 
said to them. The printers in turn became 
angry and appealed from the decision to tho 
Priv}' Council itself, urging that they were. will- 
ing to fulfil the Order of Council, 1G90, and 
declaring that they considered the action of tho 
Magistratea contrary to the Claim of Right. As 
it turned out, the harried printers could not liavo 
tiwlien to less sympathetic cars. Further orders 
were immediately issued to tho Magistrates to 
take special notice of " all unlicensed papers and 
those who printed and sold them," and "to call 
for and examine the said printers and committ 
them to prison nntill the same be reported to the 
said Lords of Her Majesty's Privy Council, "f 
When, therefore, the Vtivy Council was 
abolished in 1708, it may never have occurred 
to the Magistrates and Council, or even to the 

' Town CDundl ^inutM, Oct. S9, ITt)3. 
t lUitland " UuoelUuy," 11., S3Ma 
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priuters thcmsclveit, that any dubiety existed as 
to the right of the Town Couucil to Buprviao 
ucwiij)at>cr9. The question was certainly raised 
ill 17:J4. In that year the 3IagiHtraloa rc^isaued 
certain rogulutious for the ncws]>aper press, and 
tho document called forth a vi);orou8 protest 
from a pamphleteer.* Playfully assuming that 
the regulations wore the production of some 
practical joker, the writer jiours ridicule on the 
idea that the MaginlratcB hod any right of con- 
trol over the coulontH and circulation of nows- 
paperji within the city. "I bclicTo ho has in- 
vested them," he sayit, "wilh a power they did 
not at any time imaf;iiia they had and what 
nobody believes they hare. . . ■ If there is such 
a power in the MogiHtruteii, it must be coufcsscd 
tliiit it is a ningular power, and such a power as 
no Magistrates in Uritain, they alone excepted, 
have j)retended to, and such a power therefore 
I am coaiidcnt the Magistrates do not imagine 
they have." The pamphleteer was wrong, 
although the exercise of the assumed right had 
been in abeyance for some time. It had been in 



* "Some Ilein&i'kB upon wb&t is huniblf supposed tob« 
A Spurioui Paper intituled Rules and lastructioiu bjr the 
Town CouDcil of £dinburgli to be obsured hj kll who 
ors permitted to crj OuettM sad other papen or wU 
loses and aary liolu." Edinburgh, 1734. 
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active oi>crolion dui-ing a period of more titaa 
a dozen yearn. It is lo tlio credit of tlie Alagis- 
Intes tliat their liaiul was less heavy than that 
of the Privy Council.* 

It !■ difKcult to unilci-stund exactly the extoat 
of the authority claimed by the Towu Council. 
On Ftfbruaiy 28, 1T08, they ordered that tJie 
city ]>Tiuton affix their names to alt "public 
papert or panipltleta" they may publish, and on 
June 11 of tlie same year tlioy bestowed upon 
.iVdom IJoig the rxclusivo right of publinhing 
tbfl lists of the names of the Scottish members 
of Parlianiflut. On September C, 1710, they 
issued an order w to the terms on which the 
paper criers were lo bo 8U]>p1icd with the news 
sheets and other printed matter to be sold on 
the streets. "The Councill statute and ordain, " 
ran the nlict, "the prices of the pai>crs to bo 
payed be the paper Crycrs to the printers oa 
follows, vis., each qunir of news papers or 
pamphletla sixteen shillings per qnoir, alman- 
acks seven shillings per quair, ballads scrcn 



* Here u aonis little grouuil, howe\'er, for aiippmiiig 
tliat the dftt« 1734 in the pAinphlet quoted U a niUppiib 
fMT 1714. The Town CouncU ti]inut«a of 1734 do »ot 
reoord the ueue of aucl) reguUtioDi, while thej wer* 
■ctiuU; iemed ia ITU. The Iktenem of the date aIm 
SMOM to bs adrarsa to 1731. 
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sbillings per quair, storie books of one sheet five 
eInlHngs per dozen." Tliey even ordained that 
each printer should pay two fliiilliugs Scots to 
an ofKcer whom they had appointed to superviso 
the sews lodfl, and sixpennics Scots to each news 
crier for each new print they published.* It 
does not appear, however, that tlio Council con- 
sidered themselves the font el origo of the right 
of starting a newspaper. Several papers were 
begun in Edinburgh, authority to publish which 
is not found ia the Council minutes, nor do the 
pajwrs thomsolves bear that they had received 
any authority. This is the case with the flying 
Pott of 1708, the Etaminer of 1710, and tho 
TaUer of 1711. On the other hand, David 
I'eam, advocate, when he differed with Donald- 
son over the SeoU Poitman and Edinburgh 
Gazelle, asked the Council for permission to 
print and publish the Seolt Pottman, himself, 
which he received August 17, 1709. Daniel 
Defoe was authorised to issue the second Edin- 
burgh Courant on February 1, 1710, antl the 
Edinburgh Evening Courant received permission 
to appear on December 24, 1718. This was 
probably the last time the Town Council 
exorcised the right, for the Caledonian ilerewy 



* Town Council Minutes, Sept. i, 1710. 
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nettlicr asked nor receiTed tlieir sanction. The 
inference, accordingly, seems to bo tliai only 
wlten tlio projectors of newspajierfl cosBidorcd 
that their position would bo more secure if they 
had the formal permission of the Council, did 
they apply for it, and tho Council do not appear 
to have interfered when the responsibility of 
publication was undertaken without their ap- 
proval. The Union of 1707 proved, accordingly, 
a great step towards liberating the press from 
galling restrictions. 

The Town Council) howeveri continued for 
some years longer to keep a watchful eye upon 
the contents of the public prints. As ia noted 
in its proper plaee, the Etlinhurgh Courant came 
under its censure in 1723, and two years later 
the Caledonian ifcreurt/ had to wage warfare on 
behalf of the right to regulate what should 
appear in its own columns. 
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IX.— THE LIMERTY 01' THE PRESS. 

An tlic ciglitecntk century advnncoil the plirasc, 
"tlio liberty of tlie prcsa" is more fr«|acnlly 
licanl, llioogh it is difHcult to discovrr the prc- 
ciNO meaning wliicli those who unofl the t^rnt 
put into it. Judged by tho contents of the 
public journals, they were contented with a 
liberty which hod narrow limits. The fear of 
rP]iorting homo news did indeed gradually sub- 
side, but the rejMrtcr was ever in dread of what 
might happen if he transgressed bounds and 
became a commentator on the ereots he 
chronicled. 

A case which illustrated the perils to bo 
encountered took place in 1733. A forced scltlo- 
uient was to be carried through at the West 
Kirk, Edinburgh, and a riot occurred at the 
reading of the edict for it on March 13. An 
account of the events was giren in the Evening 
Couraiii. The Magistrates of the city took 
serious offence at the newspaper's tone, and 
HcEucD, the proprietor, was chained before 
them with having "dressed up the story in 
colours very disadvantageous" to several of their 
number, although at the same time it was 
acknowledged tikat he had "kept within the 
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boundi of truth." McEncn had declared that 
"it u sitbmitted to the judgment of mankiud if 
there was much more order, caution, and 
diacretioa observed by those who took upon them 
to compote the tumult than oven by the mob 
itself. It may be justly queried whether the 
ordering out of the city guard without the 
bounds of the city to net a port in this affair 
and whether imprisoning Fleucker the beadle 
were legal? Whether the town's guard firing, 
killing and wounding so many persona without 
reading the proclamation as the law directs be 
not a great crime? and whether the captain of 
the guard's beating Mr. U'Vicar's children and 
serraot was not a manifest riot if not hame* 
Bucken?" To-day the paper would be held to 
have performed a manifest public duty in raising 
anch questions, but in 1732 the freedom could 
only be regarded aa an offence against the 
honour, dignity, and place of the magistracy. 
lloEnen was fined £10 sterling. He attempted 
to get the decreet reduced before the Court of 
Session, but failed. He pleaded that "news* 
writers by inveterate custom are tolerated to 
publish historical accounts of transactions 
foreign and domestic whether reflecting honour 
or reproach upon the actors, " but the conten- 
tion of the Magistrates was upheld that the 
"paragraph was not in the spirit of a cool news- 



L.at.:,.:,G()Oglc 



The Lihertif of the Prett. 101 

writer but bears eTitleot marks of rancour and 
resentment. " * 

Some years later anotlier case came before the 
courts wliicli throws some light on what was con- 
sidered the legitimate sphere of a public news- 
paper. In the CaUrlonian Mercury of September 
17, 17C0, a paragraph appeared, mentioning a 
certain Glasgow citizen by name and attributing 
to him soma abominable actions. Three months 
afterwards a full withdrawal was published, but 
the defamed person nevertheless brought an 
action in the Court of Session against the news- 
paper for damages. The decision was given on 
January 2S, 17G3. "When this cause, which 
concerns the liberty of the press, was advised," 
it runs, "it occurred as a matter of so slight 
difficulty to ascertain the boundary betwixt that 
liberty which must be indulged to a newspaper 
in order to Inform or divert the public and that 
licentiousness which without any evil intention 
may do mischief. " f In spite of the difficulty, 
however, the Court proceeded to redd the 
marches. "One thing is clear," it went on, 
" that the writer of a newspaper is not privileged 
to communicate to the public any private trans- 
action however certain bis information may be. 

* "Diet, of Deciiioos" 1701, 1., S33. 
t KauM^ " DecinoDS," 17fi2-Ca, p. S71. 
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Ho miut confine himself to vtiat is pukticly 
transacted and wliat must spread of course vitb- 
out a newspaper ; in which case d newspaper has 
no other effect than to quicken the intelligence. " 
On the whole the dictum was sound and safe, 
although no definition was attempted of what 
was public and what was private. In the cose 
which brought the matter into the Court, to 
record the arrest of a man belonged to the 
department of publio news, and tlieroforo 
publication of the fact was held justifiable. To 
call a man " a worthless fellow deserving 
panidimpnt adequate to his atrocious crimes" 
was on the other hand considered an encroach- 
ment OB prirate affairs, and accordingly illegal 
and punishable — the demands of justice in this 
case being satisfied with an award of ;£15 
damages. 

Eveats more germane to the subject of the 
liberty of the press toofa place in 1TG&. In that 
year the whole country was scandalised by an 
alleged murder which took place in Forfarshire, 
and in which a Lieut. OgilTie and his sister-in* 
law, Catherine Nairn, were accused of poisoning 
the latter'a husband, Thomas Ogilrie, within a 
few months of their marriage. The trial took 
place in the beginning of August, and resulted 
in th« convictioD of both. Ogilvie was coa- 
dflmned to death, but sentence on Urs. Ogilvie 
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was poBtponcd because of Iicr condition. The 
coso aroused exlroonlinaiy intercBt, sud varioiu 
attempts were made to hare the convictioni set 
aside or the sentence modified. In October 
several of the Ediaburgli papers published an 
"opinion" by a Loudon barrister sotting forth 
that irroguhu-ities had taken place ia the trial, 
and that an appeal lay from the Court of 
Justiciary to the House of Lords. The docu- 
ment appeared first in the Weelly Journal on 
October '2, and it was reproduced in the Courant, 
the Caledonian Mercury, and the SetUs 
Magazine within the next few days. The Lords 
of Session looked u])on the publication as on 
infringement of their privileges, and the printers 
of the offending journals wcixi cited to appear 
before them. The case was dealt with on 
Xovember 25, the special causes of offence being 
that the whole case was at the time under llio 
consideration of the King in Council, that tho 
dignity of tho Court was impinged upon, and 
that such publications would discourage gentle- 
men from serving on juries, Tho delinquents 
made no attempt to justify themselves, although 
it does seem as if complete answers were possible 
to each and oil of the charges. They were not 
even represented by counsel. The printer of 
the Weekly Journal did indeed timidly plead in 
explanation of his offence that ha had only 
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printed what was already in exteasire ctrcula- 
tioQ in the city in aeveral manuscripts. But 
tlwy nil Bckaowledged tlieir "wrong-doing" 
and submitted tbemsclves to the Court. The 
bench did not act sevorely, for the defendants 
vera mereljr rebuked and dismissed from the 
bar.* 

It is evident that the case had a deeper 
significance than the mere undesirabiHty of 
commenting on an action lUa pendente, even if 
the ofEence came under that bead. The Lord 
Advocate, in presenting the facta, said that "the 
publication was a challenge to enter into a paper 
war in the newspapers in vindication of a most 
respectable jury, '* but the assertion was only 
part of the mako-bclieve, and the real cause of 
the prosecution was left unnamed. He even 
commended the Edinburgh AJrerliser for not 
inserting the obnoxious document, all the while 
that the London Chronicle and the London 
Magazine both containing it lay on the counters 
of the Edinburgh booksellers, and no steps were 
taken to bring them to task for their contempt. 
It is to be feared that the real offence lay in the 
boldness with which papers circulating widely 
among the citixena diued to criticise the doings 
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of the Duthoritics, and to suggest imperfection 
in the administration of public justice. 

Arnot, vbo knew tlic case at first Iiand, has 
no doubt about the significanco of the prosecu- 
tion. He conaitlered it a doliborato attack upon 
the liberties of the press. He declared it 
"ientled to tbe complete suppression of tho 
liberty of tbe press and of freedom of com- 
municating of the ideas between man and man," 
and denounced the pusiUanimily of the news- 
paper proprietors in tamely acquiescing in tbe 
affront. "I^otbing," be said, "could bo moro 
dastardly than this submission of tbe printers; 
It was impossible for men in their circumstances 
to doBer\'e worse of their country. It is by sack 
abject timidity alone that usurpation and 
tyranny are suffered by gradual steps to grow 
into an established law. " ' 

Two years afterwards another prosecution on 
almost similar lines took place in Edinburgh. 
It was the time of the great Douglas Cause, and 
just before tbe Court of Session delivered its 
judgment, a pamphlet named " Dorando, " 
written by no less a person than James Boswcll, 
who was a violent partisan in the struggle, mads 
its appearance in Edinburgh. It was mani- 
festly a long comment on the cose under the 

* " Hist, of Etlinburgh," p. 449. 
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form of a Spanish t&le, and nobody could mistako 
what VM meftnt. Extmcts were girea in the 
Caledonian Mercury, Courant, Weeid}/ Journal 
and Advertiter. The Seoli Magazine alao pub* 
lished a letter from a correspondent on the case. 
All received one common citation to appear 
before the Coart to answer for (licir contempt. 
Although the defendants had not such a good 
cause, this time they were represented by 
eou&Bol and sent in memorials ai well — the 
memorial of the Caurant being prepared by 
Boswell. The MercMrt/ advanced tho opinion 
that it was not in the interests of the newspapers 
wilfully to do anything to oHeod the authorities. 
By a curious mode of reasoning they had con> 
Tinced themselves that the legislature was 
friendly to their efforts, for had not Government 
made newspapers a source of revenue through 
the Stamp Acts. How then could tlicy be 
biassed against them P Besides, had not Parlia- 
ment "encouraged the circulation of newspapers 
into the most remote part of the kingdom by 
exempting them; under certain regulations, 
from postage. " It was indeed a prejudiced 
mind that could see in the provisions of 4 Geo. 
HI. cap.24 a government liking for the publio 
press, for that Act was intended to. benefit 
members of Parliament and provide an extra 
income for certain Stato ofhcials, and had no 
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fricDtllj eye for tbe periodicala they used for 
(he purpo&o. But all aucli rcosoniugs were 
swept aside by the Court. The prioterB were 
rebuked and "odmoaiBlied to abstaiu from aucb 
publications in time coming." 

Some colour is given to the idea that the Court 
was aiming alone at the freedom claimed by 
newspapers from the fact that nothing for a lime 
was done to proceed a^inst those who had pub* 
lishcd the pamphlet itself. It indeed bore no 
publiaher's name (a letter by Boswell gives his 
name as Wilkie) and two editions of it were 
sold off in tbe city without censure being 
incurred. It was only when a third appeared 
tliat the Court stepped in and suppressed the 
publication.* 

During the next decade considerable progress 
was made in removing restrictions upon the 
freedom of comment enjoyed by the press, 
^rnot cannot be accused of taking too rosy a 
view, and yet, writing in 1779, he says — 
"Within these few years a gi'cat change has 
taken place in tbe liberty of the press. The 
conduct of persons in public office has been 
animadverted upon with freedom, and io seTcral 
coses censured with acrimony. The bench has 
not escaped those criticisms for which, so long 

* LcmIc'* " Juum Boawell,* p. 04. 
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as they are just, it will alwa^ be tlie better, 
and from recent observatioB, we may venture to 
affirm tbot till (he country shall suffer some 
melancboly revolution, do judge will bo hardy 
enough to challenge publications which twenty 
years ago no man would have ventured to print. 
Tbis important change can only be ascribed to 
au increasing liberality of sentiment in the 
country, joined to certain persons having started 
up who, convinced of tlie importance of the - 
liberty of the press to the freedom of the con- 
stitution, were resolved to exercise it, and who 
were possessed of a determined principle which, 
when accompanied with a consciousness of right, 
would have supported tltcm against the frown 
of a Court. " • 

Much indeed had taken place in the interval 
between 1TG7 and 1770. South of the border a 
determined fight had been waged and won for 
a certain amount of political liberty. The con- 
stituted authorities had no reason to congratu- 
kte themselves on the issue of thejr conflict 



' "Biit. of Edinbnrsh," p. 401. Thst thertt is aoin« 
tnth in this eatimaU Menu to ba ahown bj the fsct Ituit 
the prioting prMwa of Edinbargh incrsMed from *ix in 
1783 to slxtesn In 1790y sad tlut daring the asms period 
BUBMTODs periodical T«Dtnrca v«rs begun (Creech's 
"FnCitin FiMea,' p, 8S> 



r,at,:,S:,G00glc 



The laherty of the Preu. 100 

vi(h Jolin Wilkes, of the nolorioui Horlh 
■JJriton. Sj a nde iuue tlie liberty of criticising 
even tlio Lighcst in tbo land bad apparently 
been gained. Xor bad tbe Qovemmcut been 
nu>re successful in 1771 in its efforts to coocuss 
tbe printers of London into silence about pro- 
ceedings in Parliament. Sucb an outcry had 
been raised over the attempt that Farliomeut 
was fain to allow its ourn rngnlations to becomo 
a dead letter. Tbe liberty which their brethren 
of England claimed also became the possession 
of their confreres of the north. 

Not that all difficulty was removed. The 
London PuUie AdrertUer of February 10, 1774, 
printed a communication wbich commented 
severely upon the rise of taxation and upon 
certain dangers to Church and State which had 
resulted from the Revolution of IGSS and the 
accession of the Hanoverian dynasty. A. copy 
of tbo audacious print found its way into tbo 
bands of one of the staff of tbe Caletloniaa 
MereuTy, and the proprietor was about to re- 
print it when his subordinate noticed in the 
Journal of the House of Commons that a 
prosecution bad been ordered against the Pvhlie 
AdcertUer. The Caledonian Mercury took 
fright, although most of tbe type had been set, 
and deserted publication, much to their annoy- 
ance, for they had " bod no doubt about falling 
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npoa a way to introduce it with safflty into their 
paper."" It certainly throws tome li^ht 
upon tho Iwndfl in vliich the newspaper press 
were still licld, that tho objectionable document 
was soon printed by itself, and, being sold, was 
scattered over the whole country. 

We have no means of knowing what con< 
Btitnted the liberty of the press in Amot's eyes. 
Ko doubt it was something vastly moro restricted 
than what the fourth estate now enjoys. But 
even the measure of freedom he rejoiced in was 
doomed to curtailment before the century 
closed. The "melancholy revolution," which 
he thought might work injuriously, actually 
came, although it did not break out in Scotland. 
^0 French Revolution spread discontent in 
Tarious directions, and Scotland did not escape 
the infection of unrest. Societies were formed 
whose purpose it was to broa<len the basis of 
political liberty. In Edinburgh more (ban one 
newspaper was started to call attention to the 
stirring events abroad and to emphasise the 
meaning theee events carried for the citizens. 
Goremment met the situation by assuming tho 
baseness of any agitation against themselTes'end 
by Tigorooi prosecution when discontent found 
utterance. Lord Cockburn draws a melancholy 

• "His Lyoa in Mouinioft" IIL, 808, 306. 
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picture of (lie abject condition to wliicU llio 
people were reduced. "IfotliiDg," be Bays, 
" waa Tiewcd vith such horror as eny political 
congregation not friendly to existing power. 
Ko one conid have taken a part in tliu business 
without making up his mind to bo a doomed 
nun. Xo prudence could proioct against the 
falsehood or inaccuracy of spira; and a first 
coiiTiction of sedition by a judgo-pirked jury 
was followed by fourteen years' transportation" * 
He d(»es not hesitate to indicate that the law 
was stretched to procure convictions, and when 
a ncws]>apcr waa concerned any charge was sufli- 
eient, if it ended in crippling or destroying it. 
To report what the Govornmcut pronounced to 
be seditious speeches was as bad as to utter 
them. Tlie EJinhirtjh GazelUer may not have 
been the best mannorcd periodical, but tho legal 
machinery of the day was used to reduce it to 
speechless impotence. The merest suggestion 
of disloyalty to the Goremmeut even in thought 
sent tho editor of the Dee into the most 
aiwlogctic mood. The other newspapers of the 
city considered their duty done if they succeeded 
in bccojoing mere colourless chroniclers. The 
day of leaders had not yet arrived, and editors 
hod nothing in the way of comment favourable 

* "Alenioi^U." p. 89. 



b, Google 



112 Th« Edmburgh Ptriodieal Preu. 

or nnfftvounblo to put in their place. "There 
vu 00 free, and coniequeutly no discussing 
press," said Lord Cockbura summariliri &nd the 
eighteenth centuiy cloned vith the liberty of 
the press a phrase that had practically little of 
tha mftQning that it now has. 
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S.— THE COLLECnOX OF "COPY." 

DuRiSO the period covered by these volumes, the 
press had liltle or no knowledge of the function' 
ary now called the "editor." The name most 
frequently einjdMyed for the jterson uainly 
riSi>onHitiIo fur the matter of a pa^K^r was the 
"author," ereu aUhougli he may not have 
written one word of the contentii. Evvu that 
term was not uniformly used. ])ounhlsou of the 
EJinharijh GnulU (ItfJU) is called "the 
Giizetteer" in the I'rivy Council Itegislcr, aud 
hiH own deKignatioB for himself is "the writer 
of the Gazette. " In like fashion, the editor of 
the Coiimnl ahout the same time vns 
ccillofjuially known as the "Courantier," It 
was only as the eighteenth century closed that 
the woi'<l "editor" bcfraii to take on its present 
hignificnlion. In 17!>8 William Drown, uf the 
Wcctfi/ Jiiurnal, employs the name as descrip- 
tive of himself,* hut the usage was by no means 
assured. In the case which brought the Scots 
C/ironicIc into court lo IT97, Loi'd President 
Campbell learnedly discoursed on (he point. 



* The carliuul uae uf tlie trotd in tlio OMxIem mdm 
i]uoU<l in tfae " New Engliih Dictionarr * i« dit«d 1603. 
Cf. Lcelia Sb^phen's " ScudiM of « Kogrsphw," I., 87— 
" The £v«luljan of Editors." 
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One of tlw difficulties was to discover vliat 
exactly vaa tlie position of llorlhland, one of 
the two defenders. In the Bnmmona and con- 
descendence be was variously described as pro- 
prietor, editor, conductor, director, manager, 
and superintendent. Tlie last four words, the 
Lord President said, "are indeed no more than 
amplifications or further explanations of the pre- 
ceding epithet, viz., editor. Johnson in liis 
dictionary makes this term synonymous with 
puttlisher. The one is the Latin word: the 
other is English, lie who prepares a work for 
publication is literally the editor, and this seems 
to be nearly the same thing with publisher. 
The Act 38 Geo. III. c. 78 g 2S seems to con- 
sider them as synonymous. " * The meaning of 
the name was accordingly iu a transition stage 
when the nineteenth century opened. 

Nor were the editorial duties similar to those 
exercised to-day. Leading articles and number- 
less other features of the present day journal 
were unknown. >'otliing corresjwnding to a 
staff surrounded the editor, unless his circle of 
voluntary contributors deserves the title. The 
Mirror Club provided the earliest approach to 
the modem organisation. Frequently printer, 
proprietor, publisher, and editor were one and 

• "Dm. of Appeals in Honss o( Lordi," IV., 393. 
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tlio same person. Nor vaa aa eluborate maaage- 
niunt necessary. The chief and soinetimes tlie 
sole equipment nee<]e(l for the discharge of the 
nlitoria) duties was scissors and paste. The 
fonipiler of the iiowspajwr had to wait till the 
jouruals on whicli he depended reached him, (or 
these were os indispcnsahlo to bim as 
" cxchaiigi>s " are (o a back- wood's ]>ressman of 
(u-day, ond (hcu he plied bis instrumentn. 
^liigazinc conductors were in tbe saiuo case, with 
]K-rliaps the addition of the "judicious cor- 
n^[)ou dent "—that individual who, of his own 
free will, oiitl for the bcurfit of nioruls and mnn- 
iiiTs, sent them fine s]>un essays, dissrrtatious 
nud Ietlei-8, and whom (bey carefully flattered 
oven when they unwillingly consigned bis con- 
tribution to oblivion (t<^ indeed tbey seldom 
did). When Thomas Kuddiman cutered into a 
co-pailnery for (he production of the CaleJoiiian 
Mercury «ilb bis brother Waller and James 
Grant, Walter became tlie cashier for the con* 
corn and Grant undertook everything else that 
was necessary. His part was " to collect the 
foi-eigu and domestic intelligence, to attend to 
the press and to publish the paper."* Tbe 
duties and responsibilities of William Smellie 
for the Scott Mae/azina were even wider. Tbe 

* Chalmers's " BiMldiniaii,* p. 14S. 
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agreement betveeu bim b&<] tlie owners provided 
that he should be the corrector of the press, that 
he should collect " such articles for our magazine 
as we shall direct," make "abstractB, extracts, 
or traoacripts of such pieces aa we may have 
occasion for," as welt as set his hand to the 
compositor's stick, should the liurry of the office 
demand it. And all this for the princely salary 
of "IGa. sterling weekly."* 

When the press started on its course the 
material appearing in the journals was merely 
the current newsletters in type. Sometimes 
these were 8j>eciBlly provided, and then tlic 
writer took on something of the sliape and 
deportment of the B])Ocial correspondent of the 
present day. The Civil Wars of Charles I. and 
Ihe Commonwealth pnxluced ac agent that 
dimly foreshadowed the modern wnt cor- 
respondent. TVe can see him plo<lding over 
the roadless country or marcliing in tlie ranks 
of one of the ojipoBLug armies, writing his 
despatches when he could, and running some 
risk in getting them forwarded. The news 
gatherer of the SeoUith Mtreury of 1G43 has left 
on record the difficulties he experienced in dis- 
charging his office. " Though it be very dirty 
trav^Dg for Mercuries in the Xorth, " he said, 

* Kerr's ** Usmmn of WUUui SnwUie,' I., 33. 
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"antl very dan^rouB for Burjirisall, yet I got 
hither in cleane and whole pnpers, hat I camcJ 
it post and in the diefruise of a cnvelier." Surh 
encrjry and enferi>ri»e, however, were ao ex- 
ceptional that the rule of their absence is proved. 
During the 18lh century the Kdioburg^h journals 
were almost parasites ou the newspapers of 
Jjondon and the Continent. They crowded their 
pAgca with verbatim reprints from them, and 
some even founded their claim to popular sup- 
port upon the completeness with wliich they 
transcribed and the small endeavour they made 
to provide first hand intelligence- Kverything 
was admissible so long as it api>eared in some 
accre<1itcd journal. Adam I3oig of the Courdnt 
made open confession of the source of his news 
— "I own tbnt the Forreign news was collected 
from other news-papers," ond, he odds, "I 
suppose Mr. Donaldson, " his rival of the 
Gazette, " lias not his news from first hands more 
than I did. " * Fndor the stress of competition, 
Donaldson did indeed attempt to distinguish 
between news that could bo guaranteed and what 
was of doubtful authenticity: but in ao doing 
he undertook an impossible task. It is to be 
feared that the popular desire for news was 
neither so developed nor extended that it was 

• MKitUnd " UiKellsDTi" H-t "^ 
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porticnlar u to its frenlmeu, accuracy, or fnl- 
neM. The demand van for theiifl cuttings from 
far oft newspapers, and tLe journals of tlie da; 
pn>Tide<l tliem witli apparent satisfaction lo 
their clients auil at aroall coat to themselves.* 

It is interesting to obscrre the growth of space 
devoted to home intelligence and local news as 
the century progressed. When Donaldson 
undertook his Gazette this department caused 
liim BO little concern that he began publication 
with bis plana for it utterly incomplete. He 
confessed that he startnl ou a smaller scale than 
he hod intended, and that "as yet neither bath 
the Publisher gotten Correspondents settled 
thronghont the Kingdom for Intelligence. " The 
Courant of 1705 made a better beginning. It 
was to provide news of the movements of vessels, 
nnd hftd arranged for correspondents in the 
varioua Scottish seaports. But these arrange- 
ments must have been of the simplest character. 
The Seolt Pottman of 1708 boldly announced 
that it intended "settling correspondence in all 

* In his GODtMt with Donsldsaii, Boig aeema to have 
bad at lout one just cauM of complaint. "Allinjr Dewi^" 
ha Mid, "comM hj the coiumoQ pott, and I paf tlio 
poatage ; whenu John Biaaet hi* conjunct gets hia Nawa 
bf tha SacraUries Ruqaet frea of pottaga, which >• at 
laaat eight ilullings atarling a waek frca gain to them." — 
Ualt. -Uiac,' IL, S38. 
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tL« needful ports of the worlil, " and proWbly 
really meant to tlo somctLing in the way of 
gathering iuielligence from the various diatrictn 
of Scotland. The first Qlniigow newspaper, the 
Glatffoio Courant of 1715, left home intelligence 
pretty much to clinnce. Id its first number it 
advertised that "the Gentlemen in the Towns 
of Aberdeen, St. Andrews, InTcmess, Bnchen, 
Dundee, St. Johnstoun, Stirling, Dumbarton, 
Inveraray, Dumfries, Lanerk, Ham 11 to un, 
Renfrew, Paisley, Port Qlasgow, Qrcenock, 
Irwin, Ayr, Kilmarnock, and Stranroor are de- 
sired to send by Post any Xews they have, and 
especially Sea-port Towns to advise wliat ships 
conic in or suil oft from these Farts. " The plan 
that left the providing of its columns ia those 
days of dear postage and im^ierfect communica- 
tion io the goodwill of its readers was not likely 
to bo successful. An amusing example of the 
haphazard way in whicL paragraphs wero 
obtained is to be found is the Caledonian 
ifereury of March 3, 1724. On that date tbe 
notice appearc<l: "We hear that my Loid 
Arniston one of (he ordinary Lonls of Session 
is dead." But the correspondent had been in 
grievous error, and in the following number the 
editor had to explain that "it was by mistake 
in our last that my Lord Arniston was dead, 
occasioned by the rendexvons of coaches, etc.. 
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Kard by liis Lordship's Io«]ging, (}mt vers to 
attend tlte funeral of a son of the Riglit Hon., 
the Earl of Onlloway — ^wherefore his Lordship 
and family's pardon is humbly craved. " 

The post from London oeccssarily played nn 
important part in the weekly life of an Edin- 
burgh journal, for with it came the raw material 
in the sliape of the inotropoliton newspapers 
from which the local prints were manufactured. 
The days on which they arrived determined tho 
day of publication. Donahlson put in the fore- 
front of hia programme tliat he would have 
everything so in readiness in his office, awailinf; 
the mails, that his Gmttte would be issuetl 
"within 4 or 5 hours after the Font arrivoth." 
It needs little imagination to picture the scene 
of bnslle and hurry to have the number out 
l>efore some stray copy of Ridpath's Flying Pott 
or some other journal spread valuable news 
abroad, and so destroyed the market for the 
home production. In later days, perhaps even 
more expedition was necessary when two 
Richmonds were in the field. The casual pur- 
chaser would invest in the journal that came 
first to his band. The necessaiy competition 
even gave rise to ingenious plans to anticipate 
rivals. It is stated that the proprietor of the 
Ediniurgh Chronicle (1760) "use<l to ride to 
Leith, intercept the London mail, and return in 
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]iafi(c to tlie city by a slioi-tcr route, in order to 
forestall liis contemporaries. " • 

When BO mucli <lepcDi1ctI on the Knglish 
mailn, calamitie.i to thnm s]>rca(l consternation 
tlirougli the Kilinhurgh printing offices. A snow- 
storm in tlie Cheviots or a IngliTraymnn'n raid 
(in the coach as it passed over sonic Yorkshire 
01 Lancasliire moor probably meant a ncwsleu 
I'Minhnrgh. The Krening Couranl hod sadly to 
inform its clientele one mornin]* in February, 
J 721, that "Since our last, ire have received no 
mail from Loudon, but instead of that which 
nlioulil have come in yesterday, ve had our own 
mail of Thursday lost returned: and it's pre- 
sumed that the London mail which wo should 
have had (by oversight of some of the jtost oflices 
on the road) is sent buck to London. " Seven 
years later, the same journal had to explain tbat 
"The London post camo not in till this day, 
being Friday 'twixt 9 and 10 forenoon, which 
slop'L OUT publishing on Thursday as usual." 

In lTCi-3 the increase of the number of mails 
from London to five per week gave Alexander 
Donaldson the chance of storting the KJitihurgh 
AilvertiKT. As if there was nothing extra- 
ordinary or unusual in tlio fact, he names tho 
days on which, according to the new arrange- 

♦ Reid'* "New Ughts on Old Ediaburgh,* p. 77. 
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mentfl, mails were due, and odiU "on nil of 
mliicli ilnys newspopcrs may l)e received from 
the metropolit, " the inferenco being that ami>le 
material would be providetl for the new journal. 
For long years EQbse4|ucntly Thursday was a 
die$ non for a newspajtcr, bceausc no post rcachetl 
the capital on that day. I'Jncouraged by the 
BUCceM of the Caledonian ifereuri/, its proprietor 
at midsummer 177G attpinplcd the publication 
of what was really a daily pa[>er — the first of 
itn kind in Scotland. He continued to issue the 
Mercury on its stated days, and on the remain* 
ing days of the week published the Caledonian 
Gazetteer — a journal that followed its parent 
paper in style and contents. The project was 
carried on for a month, and was then droppe<l. 
For another two months the Mtratry appeared 
five times a week. The day omitted was Thurs- 
day, the only day on which no post arrived from 
London, which the proprietor described as "the 
great tourco of intelligence at present. " 

A deepening interest in local affairs is incrcas> 
ingly obvious as the century nears its close. An 
official who somewhat resembled the modem 
reporter came into existence. In 17T4 mention 
is made of "the collector of news for the 
CtUedonian Mercury, Qeorge Keid by name. " • 

* "The Ljoa in Monming," III., S98. 
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It is <Iifi!cuU to couToy an ftcciiratc ronccplioii of 
(he growtli of lliin tlcBire to know tlie events of 
the neiglibourlioml, Imt the followiog tolilo will 
give an indication. The first four conseculiro 
numbeni for (he month of Soi>teralx>r were takon 
of the CaleJoiiittn Mrrtury for 1T20, onil of the 
KiUnhtirgh Kvenintf Couranl for 17C2 and 1794. 
A rougli calculation of (lie xpace dt>Totcd to the 
various classes of jirintcd matter yielded these 
results : — 





17«. 


ITCj; 


ITW. 


EAHtfii, Icttcrx, etc., 


... 


r.l 


s: 


StottiHh itoniis 




8 


13! 


KngliBh snd Foreign U.v 


iTi 


IDJ 


m 


AUi-erU«iucnt«, • 


41 


SI 


so: 




22 p^ 


48 win. 


C4eoU. 



Tlio earlier years of the EilinhurgK Ga:tlle of 
1099 would have yielded more si>ace to Scottish 
matters than is credited to the Merrury of 1720, 
while probably another month of 1794 would 
have produced a smaller proportion of Scottish 
news than appears above for lliat year. As it 
happened the journals of September, 1794, gavo 
long accouuts of one of tho sedition trials, that 
were not infrequent at that epoch. 
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XI.— THE DISTTlIBrTION' OF EDIX- 
BUnOH PEItlODICALS. 

CoFiRS of the Edinburgh journals couhl always 
be obtained at the priutinf; houses vhere thpy 
vere pitKluceiU and many of (he pa])pra bore 
intimations to that effect. Sometimes tbo 
printer, as in the cnne of James Watson, had 
also a shop where customers miglit mil for the 
numbers as they were Luued. Little or no effort 
vas mode at first to send out the papers to the 
residences of subscribers: the limi(e<l size of 
the city perhaps rendering such n labour un- 
necessary. When the prartice did begin a cor- 
respondingly higher charge was made for the 
print. In the case of some of the better known 
journals, a compromise was in later days efTectetl 
by the selection of one or two bookshops in the 
main street or in (be better known closes as 
places vhere co])ieB couhl be purchased. As a 
rule, however, the printing house and the shop 
of the publisher, if printer and publisher were 
different, were for long years the chief, if not 
the only, places where any particular paper 
could be obtained. In the second number of 
the Mirror, Henry Mackenzie draws a delight- 
ful picture of what such a shop would be like 



o,Googlc 



Diitribiilum of EJinhurgh PmodicaU. 125 

on llie day a v«IKkuowa pcricHlical iesuetl it» 
regular number. 

lu llie aWoce, tlien, ol what would uow bo 
calleil " nen'sagent.i, " projirietors of aowR]>a[iors 
anil iiiaga/inoB Imd to make their own arrange* 
incuts. Tu what theiie grrw a» the century 
doscil way be gathered from the uotice 
]>iiblifilicd in the Seott Chron'irh in the couree of 
17!)l». I'aiKTs WBi-e to be dclivored to "suh- 
wribiTS only from tlie door in Murdoch's Close 
at and after 'i o'clock, and to iion-subscriberH 
from the door in Todeiic'a Wyud at or after 'A 
o'clock everj' Tuesday and Friday: (ho 
ciirrierM with tlie iin|»ers for Huhscribors who 
choose to have lliont M>iit to their houses in lulin- 
InirjiU and Lcitlt will bi' regularly dispatehetl 
from tUe ofKcc ot half-pat>l one o'clock. To 
pi'eveat iuconvenieut crowding at the doorit by 
uou-suhscrit»ci-s, quantiiifs of i>ai»ers will be left 
for their accomiuodatiou at the shops of Messrs 
Itcrry and Klder, South and North Bridge 
[Street at 3 o'clock." The intimaliou odds the 
siguificaut notice that "tho entries atid stairs 
will be well li(rUted in the evenings." 

As tiie postal orrangemeuts of the country 
gradually became nioi-e perfect, they were of 
necessity largely taken advantage of Jor dis- 
tributing copies of the Edinburgh papers far 
beyond the confines of the city. Private con- 
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tracta were made between readers antl tlie 
Edinburgh postmaster for duly fonrarding the 
numbers at tbey api>oarcd.* One sucli agree* 
ment reads as follows: — 

"I, Alex. Smith, poetnuutergcncrall of this 
Kingdom, doe hereby oblidgo mysclfo to 
send to Mr. Arcliibald Duubarr of I'hunder- 
tovn, aue Flj/ing i'tftff and Kdinhurgh 
GastUt twice a week fi-om (he date hereof 
till Candlemass one thousand scrcu hundred 
and one years. In witness whereof I have 
written and aubsrribed ther presents with 
my hand at Kdinhurgh the uyuth day of 
December. 1700.": 

The postmaster was evideultr open to drive a 
good bargain fur himself in this distribution. 



* Under niinule of Augiiat S7, 1701, tlie EdiiiUur};!! 
Town Council order their ClmmberUin to p»y Alexander 
Sinitli, Keeper of tlie General Pmt O/Tice, '■ for giwets itnd 
otben fumiahcd hy bini to the good toun," from the llth 
NoramlMr, IBDI), to the llth Novetuber, ITOl, the Mini of 
£87 IS*. TliCM would proUtbl; be paper* publuihcd 
mitaide <rf the citj. 

t Frobabljr Ridpath'e London jounuil, which had a 
good drcuUtioD io ScoUaod. 

X I>unhar's "Sociitl Life ia Former Da^a,' p. 33. 
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Uofore ITOj lio bad been iu tko Lubit of taking 
tlic Gazelle nnd Beading it to cuslomers. Uut in 
tliut year IJuig of tho Courant offered him better 
icnuM, with the result that Donaldiioa bad 
Hon-uwfuUy to reconi of him that "ho used to 
lake a pcrcel of Gazcltei weekly, " • an arrungo- 
luetit that was now a thing of the irnitt. 

Xuinoroua coinidainlH, however, wcro niailo 
that tlie poMt oIKco fi-c<iuently failed to deliver 
what was cniiAigiicd to it, and over and over 
again uofiecs from the coiiductort) np[>earcd in 
tho juurnala disclaiming reitjiunsibility for tho 
disaiiitoiutiucut to which their subscribera were 
Mibji-ctcd. A typical example of the dcRciciicy 
of the postal scn'icc ia found in the letter which 
Itev. Lauehliii Shaw acnt to Archibald Dunbar 
of Newtown from I:)lgin on June C, 174G. lie 
had evidently ordered the Etlinburgh journals, 
for he said — "I have wiiitcn to AUnleeu for 
tliis ycar'ti niagaxincs but have not as yet got 
tlicm: their posts go no further than to Dundee, 
and they cannot gi-t Iionic books or pamphlets 
but by carriers, who are not fre(iuent."t Copies 
of the Kdiiiburgh jourual.t, lionevor, found their 
way to the most remote localiliea. After 
wandering about the rugged Highlands for 

• MkitUad " Mi»«!lta«r," II., 802. 
t UimlMT's "Social Life," p. 378. 
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weelu, Bosvell (ells of tlie jors Le felt when Lo 
(lUcoTere<l some uuniWrs of tbc CiiUiloninn 
Mtreurtf on tlie seqiiratpred islatul of Iiicli 
Kennelli, off the wcHtrrn Bhoii; of Mull. "I 
reml,*' he »aj'8, "with thnt pleaRure which every 
man fccU who \\an been fur some time §gc1u<]c(1 
fitrtrt (ho animatcil neenes of the busy world. " • 

DctWRea llic hij;!) prices paid for tbo papers 
tbemselvci and the T>ostal eliargcs, eren well- 
toilo iieopic found diflicu]ty in icgiilurly stib- 
scribing to n ^Htpor. Tlte case was frequently 
met by various households combining and 
charing the ex[ie»se of both the \m\iev and its 
jKulagfl. In other iiiNtnuees, tbo condition was 
that the journal should be ivturned within a 
certain time — as is apiiarcnt from a 3JS, uotc 
which appears on a copy of the A<lecrlUtr for 
Januaiy 3, 1 i8(i : — " Gentlemen — the news- 
papers must bo kept clean, and rend as soon as 
]M»Bible for they arc to be returned to Edinburgh 
or we are to hare no more of them. " 

The first collec Lounc is said to hitro been set 
up in K<tinburgh in 1(><3. Such houses soou 
became tbo ccutre of the gossip oud news of the 
city, and when a burgher could not oifonl to 
have a paper or msgnaine for bis own exclusive 
UH, he could usually find what he wanted in 

* "Tour to Oie HighUlld^" OctoW 17, 17T3; 
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their liospiUlile rooms. Newspaper proprietor* 
orcn occasionally g'uarantccd tho accuracy of 
llip contents of their journal hy referring to tlio 
nrigiuaU lliat lay at tlic Calciloua or other coflec- 
liouM. As may readily bo umlcrNtood tbcso 
coffee houses and other public places of rexurt 
were not always looked on favourably by the 
authorities. In May, 1002, William Murray 
was brought before the Friry Council on the 
charge of allowiDf* news letters containing false 
news to be read in Lis tavern in the Canongate. 
lu November of the same year the Council 
ordered the magistrates of Kdinburgb to shut 
up the Kxcbaugc Coftcc House and bring thciu 
the keys "in rcsj>cct of tbo seditious news 
vented in and di!ii>cr!>ed from the Mtid colTco 
house." * Another kind of cculro was 
inaugurated iu 1720 when Allan Ramsay began 
his circulating library in the I.uckcnbooths, the 
fiitit of its kind to be established iu Scotland. 
The idea was caught up, and several booksellers 
followed his example and even extended its use- 
fulness. Thus in 1753 AVilliam Gray advertises 
that "at his circulating library in the front of 
the cast wing of the Exchange" he intends in 
future to have six of the London magazines and 

* Privy CoDDdl Be^t«r, quoted in Clismbui^s "!>«- 
meatii; Annal« of ScotUnd,* III., TS. 
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three of its newspapers ready for the perusal of 
the citizens who were willitig to pay 2s. per 
quarter for the privilege. Doubtless tlio Kdin- 
burgh journals would also lio upon his tables. 
In 1799 C. Elliot, who had come into possosston 
of what remained of Allan Bamsay's library, 
makes it known that at bis rooms at tbo Cross 
magasines and reviews can be seen, "including 
nearly one hundred newspapers weekly, some 
of which nro carefully preserred, hut tlio greater 
part is sold at low prices second band." The 
burgher of Kdinburgh vith average means at 
his disposal could have no difficulty in obtaining 
sight of even the high priced periodicals of the 
dote of the 18th century. 
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XII.— THE PArEB cmEns. 

FKRiiArs tlic quickest mclliod o{ convcyinfif 
pa]Krrs to tlic IiantU of readers vrta by nipona of 
the ntroet paper criera. These were oicn wlio 
cko«I out a miacrllancous means of livelihood by 
Itawkinp pamphlets, newapapors, and ephemeral 
priiitn of utl kinds id (he usual places of resort, 
in addition to being public carriers and errund- 
goors. They had an extensive and intimate 
kiiowloilge of the old city, and were too 
frequently both the scandal and the necessity 
of tlic Bircrtfl.* Besides being Itio sellers of 
iiowNjKiiwrB, the caddies, as they were usually 
called, vrere news-proTidcrs and gossip* 
mongers oa their owu occount. "We vomc- 
times wonder, " says Chambers, "how our 
ancestors did without newspapers. We do not 
reflect on the living vohicles of news which then 
existed ; the privileged beggar for the country 
people — for townsfolk, (he caddies. " t 



* Sir Wklter Scott give* in aumiple of their utility in 
"Guy Kfanneriiig," chnp. 37. Cf. alM Burt's '*L«tt«r^' 
L, SI, and Tophani's " Lettor* from EdiBbu^gl^* p- 61> 

t "TnuUtion* of Ediuburgb," p. IM. 
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Tbat the paper criers vere not without a cer- 
tain adveatitioui influence upon the fortunes 
of the preaa is shown hy the prominent place 
they occupied in rrgnril to it about the beginning 
of the eighteenth centurj. In the conflict of 
interests which hroke out between James 
Donaldson of the Gazette and Adam Doig of tho 
Courant in 170b, the; took the lattcr's side. 
Donaldson more than hinted that his rival 
succeedetl in gaining over the criers to his side 
by giving them more favourable terms. Their . 
' desertion of him, whatever was the reason, cont 
the Gazette its life for the time being. He says 
that they took such "pains to soil the said 
Courant ond to do their utmost to hinder the 
Gazette that the latter had to bo laid aside as a 
thing that cannot be profitably carried on. " * 
It is probable, however, that the caddies soon 
became reconciled to Donaldson, for the 
Edinburgh Gasette of August 15, 170S, contains 
an advertisement from an agent who offered to 
provide criers for its sale — " Whoever wants the 
Gazette or any other paper sold on tho streets, " 
it runs, "may be fumishetl therewith by David 
Buttle, paper cryer, within the Head of Bell's 
Wynd foregainst the entry to the bock thereof. " 



■ ILutlsnd « AliMMlkof," U., US. 
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Just u tlifl seTcatopntlt century vaB closing * 
th« Tovn Council took the unusual course of 
incorporating the newa criers into a society, with 
ft constitution that made it a kind of benefit 
society. The number of members vas limiteil 
to twenty. "Kules and Regulations," fwhich 
included in tbcir scope link carriers and sellers 
of roses, were issued for tUe conduct of the mem- 
bers on the street. Particular emphasis is laid 
in these u^wn character. The Council was 
urgent at the time about profanity, and mem- 
bers of the society were forbidden to curse or 
swear — an uBsoemly si>ecimen of the vetoed 
language beiug actually proviJed that there 
might be no mistake. It was mode compulsory 
that all members go to church every Sunday and 
" to school one diet every week day. " Brawling, 
keeping loose company, drinking or gambling 
was to result in the loss of pi-irilegc. Rule 7 
provided that the criers hare "decent apparel 
and an honest lodging house." Membership 
was to cease if any one "does not pay for what 
books or papers be gets on trust tvcnty-four 
hours after sale." Authorised news criers were 



* UnfortuDsuIj*, the dst< seems imcevontbla from ths 
BeooniU. 
t Asinglo folio sheet without date. 
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to be identified by a luulgc. "TLe Badge to be 
wora by each of iLo Mtid Societie la apointcd to 
be a kind of Appna of Blew Linnea, made ia 
the Form of a Bag, which none may len'd one 
pain of lowing his priviledgc. " Klaborate pre- 
cautions were taken for the apprehension of any 
who infringed the rights of the Society or of 
any of the company itself who might prove 
delinquent!. One person was selected for super* 
vising the whole, " and for this present year to 
August, ITOO, James Donaldson, publisher of - 
the Gazette, who is also hereby authorised to take 
inspection of the said companie, and during the 
Council's pleasure to see the whole rules and 
orders above mentioned duely obser\-ed and 
punctualie put ia execution in every point and 
article and with the consent of any of the Bailies 
to add any other Rule or Order which shall seem 
necessary. " * 

The news criers, however, did not rise to the 
beighi {A their opportunities. Tbey became a 
uiiisance ere t«n years had passed away, and the 
printers of the city united in a common protest 
against them. They complained to the Town 



• A eopj of Uu Rules sppesrs in Kf&itlsnd'a " Hiatoiy 
of Xdiaburgh," m the; w«re modified in 1714 (p. 390). 
UaitUad is in emv bi ^Ting this date ■• ttie dUe of 
fintlMne. 
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Council of " tlieir ecaiidulous livinf^ and iniposs- 
iugs upon tlicm,"* and tlio CouncU having been 
convinced that "many Ticked and dobauclicd 
liroctiscs [were] proven against tliem," unani* 
niously dissolved the society on Sejiteiuber G, 
171(1. At tho same time the authorities made 
provision lor the due sole of newspapers on tlie 
streets. Tliey licensed all persons vlio vera 
v'illiug to give llicir "bond and caution to the 
clerks for tlieir faithful, civil and Christian dc* 
portment and for the ohserving the rules and 
instructions given or that shall be given by the 
^lagistmtea for the time being. " A license 
form was duly mode out, and appeared on a 
single sheet folio — a somewhat awkward site if 
the document bad to be carried on the person 
of tlio news crier. It ran thus, being headed 
with the city onus — 

"EdinLurgh 

ThcM An to certify And decUra to ftll perions eoncomcd 

That the Bearer hereof. 

>uM given bond and c&ution in the Tcnue of lh« Act of 
the Town Council of the Diit« the Cth of September, 
ITIO Ye«ra, for his Libci-tjr of Citing of Papers within 
the Citj of Edinburgh, Liberty knd Privilegea theraof ; 
and it i« atteatvd by " 



* Town Council Uinutes, SepUmber 0, 1710. 
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To make the liwnBe sflcctive the Council also 
laid dowa rulei for the sappression ol un- 
autliorised news tellrra. "All who shall pre- 
sume," aays the Act, "to cry papers without 
then cert ifioatoA, tliejr shall be apprehended and 
punUhed be the Magistrates as they shall see 
cause. And for the mnre effectual punisbioff 
such transgressors the Council authorise and 
appoint James Wardlaw, stationer burgee of 
this city, to see the premises obserred and to 
cause apprehend the transgressors and putt them 
in the Guard until they be examined be the 
Magistrates and punished for their transgression, 
and iurdcr the Council appoint the Constables, 
officers and souldiers of the City Guard to con* 
cnrr with the said James Wu-dlaw in apprehend- 
ing these transgressors and putt them in to the 
guard to tlio effect foresaid. " 

Tliis arraDgement seems to have held good 
till 1759. On February 7 of that year the Totu 
Council again had to consider complaints as to 
^' the behaviour of the caddies. Finding that 
these complaints were well founded, the Council 
remitted the whole matter to the Mfigistrates for 
consideration. At the next 'meeting, February 
14, the Magistrates unanimously recommended 
that the caddies be erected into a society during 
the pleasure of the Council — thus falling back 
on ft plan which had failed beforei Begolations 
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lor tke society vcr« at the same time Bu^ested, 
aod from tubsequent events, it is certain that 
the incorporation actually look place.* By 
1770, however, doubts hod arisen as to tho exact 
constitution and powers of tlie society, and on 
their own petition tlio Council ordered the re- 
consideration of their whole situation. The 
result was that a new deed was granted them 
on January 23, 1771, under the title of "The 
Running Stationers of Edinburgh. " t 

There is evidence that the name is not uscil 
for the Arst time, hut it indicates that paper* 
crj'ing was now considered the chief occupation 
of tho caddies. Their rights in tho matter were 
settled by (he eighth provision of the new 
charter — " The Society iihall have the solo 
priviledge of duperccing and crying Ballads and 
other periodical performances, with power to 
the presea to cause take up any other person or 
persons uscing that priviledge, and as constable 
to commit such person or persons to the City 
Guard to be examined by the Magistrate." To 
this was added the further privilege of errand* 
going and chair-bearing so long as the common 
rights of others were not infringed. 

* Th« operative priaten of Edinburgh were ■imilArlj 
incorponted in 17SS. 
t The deed la in tbe Muaicipal Muaeum. 
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The <]ayi were not, liovercr, far distant vlien 
the caddies Iiad to pou as an iuBtitution tliat 
had outlired its usefulness. In 180G Stark notes 
that they hud given up the crying of papers and 
"ore BOW only remarkable as errand men."* 
Later atill the society itself sufiered dissolution, 
and the highly painted metal money box in 
which the subscriptions of the incorporation were 
deposited recently reached the Municipal 
MoMum by way of a city pawnshop I 



* "Fktan of Edinbnrgli," p. 44a 
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XIIL— THE PERIODICAL ESSAY. 

TiiK tovm of lilcrftry clTort, known as tlic Essny, 
had Bol been wanting in Scotlftnd before the 
Union of 1707. It had been practised by, amonff 
others, 'William Alexander, Earl of Stirling, 
and Urummond of Hawthorndeo. Tlie com- 
motions of thfl seventeenth century, hoWGX*er, 
had mado the pursuit of it, as of almost every 
form of lilcrature, an impossibility, and 
proclically nothing of value had been written. 
In the spring of 1709 the essay started on a 
new lease of life. AVhcn this sjtecies of com- 
position had been given to (he public hitherto 
it was in tho ordinary volume form. In that 
year Steele, with the help of Addison, created 
the periodical essay. Xcces.<iarily the chango 
modified the character of tho composition some- 
whab. Besides the definite sequcDCC, it was 
found convenient to issue tho numbers anony- 
mously, although the authorship was allowed 
to leak out after a reasonable interval. The 
subject matter had also to be somewhat different. 
Reference to contemporary conditions and events 
was advisable in at least some of the numbers. 
Steele accordingly "treated of everything that 
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voB (fotng on in tlie world. He paints as a 
social hamooriat the whole age of Queen Anne— 
the political ami literary disputes, the fine 
gpntlemea and ladies, tlie cbaracters of men, the 
liumaur* o{ lociety, the new book, the new play ; 
ve live in the very streets and drawing-rooms 
of old London." Steele began with the Taller, 
the first number of which was publinlied on 
April 13, 1700. It was printed in one folio 
•beet of "tobacco poper" with "scurvy letter," 
and took the public by storm as the insue 
adTaneed. At first it was partly a newopapor. 
The editor's own account of the contents of hix 
periodical was aa follows: "All accounts of 
gallantry, pleasure and entertainment shall be 
under the article of Wliite's Chocolate House ; 
poetry under that of Will's Coffee House ; learn- 
ing under the title of Grecian ; foreign and 
domestic news you will have from St. James's 
Coffee House ; and what else I shall on any other 
■object offer shall be dated from my own com- 
partment " The political news gradually 
disappeared. 

The ebeeta of the Taller and its successors 
fonnd their way to Scotland and were seised 
upon with remarkable avidity. There was a 
widespread recognition of the literary poverty 
of the country, and, oa aball be shown, their 
admit intended the knowledge. But if the 
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Sco(« irere not producing literature, their taste 
for it was not dead. The reception tlio numbers 
p>i suggested to tliat enterprising printer, James 
Watson, tliat llieir rrproductiou would be 
greeted witli applause. Ko accordingly under* 
took the reprinting of tlie 7'atler itacif lomo 
months after its start, and followetl the manner 
of the original in making it periodical, although 
the rasays were alio at the name lime published 
in ]-^1inbui-gh in volume form in more than one 
edition. Xo (luestiou of copyright intei'veued 
to forbid tlie practice, and the Examiner and the 
I'reehuhler were likewise reproduced in (he Scot- 
tish capital. It is somewhat oslonisbing that 
no trace has been discovered of the reprinting 
nf the more famous fipcclufor in periodical form. 
I.onl Woodhouselec has occasion to lament 
that in the "proper province of polite literature" 
Scotland had "no conspicuous figure" at the 
beginning of the eigliteeutti century. He finds, 
Lowevor, that the coming north of these publica- 
tions liad a roost potent effect on the literary 
outlook, and served to stir up literary activity. 
"A taste for i>olite litcrnture, " he says when 
siieaking of a later day, "had begun gradually 
to diffuse itself in Scotland even from the time 
of the publication of the Tatleri, Speetatort, and 
Giiardiant, and as in England the effect of those 
writings, and more particularly of the papers 
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of Aildiwn, wub conitpicuoufl in substituting an 
case and elegance of composition as a ihoro 
engaging vehicle for subjccls of taste, in tlie 
room of tlic diy^ scholastic stylo in wLich tliey 
hail hitherto been treated. So in Scotland the 
attention of our youth, fresh from their 
aeademicall studies, which yet retained a strong 
tincture of the ancient school dialectic A, was 
att,racted to the more pleasing topics of criticism 
and belles lettres. The cultivation of stylo 
became an object of study, and in a few attempts 
at that lighter species of essay vTiting of which 
AddisoD had furnished a model, we see the dawn- 
ing of a better taste in composition than bad 
hitherto appeared in any publication from the 
Scottish press. " * 

The interest of Edinburgli in the now form 
of essay did not confine itself to mere reprinting 
of what Iiad already been published in England. 
Both the essay itself and the manner of its 
publication were imitated. The cult of the 
TaUer grew. We hare no surviving copies of 
the 6rst of these Edinburgh imitations — the 
Korihem Taller, which began issue on March 
27, 1710 — and so cannot determine how closely 
its Scottiali writers followed their model. But 
Steele remained the inspiration for some time. 

■ "iAfe of Samea," I., lU. 
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Kven while other writers entered tlie field aud 
did 8i)1eii(Hd work, confession of bis inSueuce 
woa frequent As lata as the year 1717 tho 
puhlication of llio iferfurt/ or Northern 
Rffarmer was after Lis oxani]>lc, tho editor coii- 
eealing his identity under tho iiscudonym of 
"Duncan Tuller, " and describing himself as 
likely to be the last of his race. IVrliaps tho 
most famous of those attcmitts, as well as tho 
most croditiiUc, was tho Kdinhurgh Taller of 
1711. Il bog-.m ten days afler tho stoppage of 
Steele's pcrimlicul, Oiid was the work of Robert 
HG|il>uru of llcarford, aa advocate of somo 
ability. Though it did not survive long, it 
showed distinct originality, and might have 
longer occupied tho field hud it not been 
characterised by a certain aH]K>rity of tone. 

That these eiforts arguctl a real determina' 
tion after literary culture is perfectly obvious 
to Lord AVoodliouselco. "These attempts at 
periodical essay writing," ho said, "which Z 
have noticed as tlie fir:tt indications of attention 
to stylo wera made by n few young men of good 
education belonging probably both to tho church 
and bar who had formed societies or clubs for 
literary conversation and improvement in com* 
position."* Even although there was some- 

• Ibid., I., 174. 
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thing artificial both in tlio form and subject- 
matter of their efforts, the exercise did these 
literary aspirants good, and helped to keep 
alive a love for pure letters. 

For the remainder of the century the essay 
fully maintained its place. Sometimes the 
method of publicatiou followetl precisely the 
manner of the prototypes, and the periodicals 
dissociated themselves from nen-s: as did the 
Mirror and the Lowiger which, maoy years 
after its disappearance, took the Spectator as 
their model. Occasionally the numbers were 
professedly the rejmrt of the meetings of ceilain 
literary, political or philosophical organisa' 
tions— like the LHIctm of the Critical Club. Much 
reliance was often placed upon the letters with 
which cnrrcspoudcuts favoured the editor, and 
a periodical was Bometimes nothing more than 
the running commentaries week by week on 
what might find itself in the editor's bag. Wlicn 
two journals of the same kind happened to bo 
contempornneoui, the writei-s might descend to 
personal abuse, as took place in the case of the 
Ghott and the Trifier. Occasionally a volume of 
essays was published wliose first appearauce was 
meant to be periodical. Thus an anonymous 
author in 1T41 prefaces his work with the 
words: "Most of these essays were wrote with 
' • view of being published as weekly papers, and 
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were iutonJetl to coiuprelicntl the tletigos both 
of the SjKctator and (Le Craftsman. Dut liav- 
ing dropt that undertaking partly from latiness, 
pai-tly from want of leisure, and being willing 
to make trial of my talents for writing before I 
To&turc upon any more serious composition, I 
was induced to commit tliese trifles to tlie judj^- 
me&t of tlio public." * As tlic century closed 
there grew up a kind of tradition that these 
casay perioiHrals should not extend beyond a 
certain number of issues. When they reached 
the hulk of what would luako a fairly sized 
volume, tliey were dropped. ITie practice wa» 
a commcudublc one. It fre<]uently saved tlio 
editor from the reputation of having incurretl 
a more dreadful fate. 

Essay-writing, however, was not confined to 
periodicals tliat were exclusively set apart for 
them. The reading public showed such an 
insatiable craving for them that they had to 
find a place in almost every jownal tliat came 
from the preiss. In announcing its plans, tbo 
Edinlurgh' Adurtitcr of 1764 made provisioQ 
for their inclusion, nlthough it was primarily a 



■ " Y-MB-y* Uorol and Spiiittul." Edinburgh i Printed 
\>j R. Fleming and A. Alison for A. Kincaid, and sold at 
bU shop sbova tha Crou. ]IIDCICXLL IS mo^ 187 pp. 
[B]. 
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newspaper, on the ground tliat the easay wat 
"an article of entertainment for wliicli there 
is ao Jorge a demand." There seemed to be 
iotuething more tlian ordioarity otlrocliTe in 
the sentontioua manner in which the writers 
eiprcsied ihemselvcB, iq the belief that readers 
and vritprs alike were participants in polite 
literature, and in the vain delusion that morals 
nod manners were in a fair wa; to be reformed 
by auch compositions. A kind of phraseology 
grew up and words like "courleous," "gentle," 
"ingenious," "polite," "gentlemen of taste," 
were liberally employud, no doubt lo the entire 
■atisloctiun of publisher, writer, and render. 

Newspapers had an early claim made upon 
them for space. As far back as 1714 the 
Edinburgh Oaztite gave notice that " when the 
news aro barroa" the author had determined 
"to cause print and publish in my prints some 
other things tending to the benefit of the 
publick,*' auti these proved to be papers of the 
essay tv'pe. Several newspapers were built on 
the principle that definite and adetiuato space 
in each issue should be set apart for them. The 
Echo of 1720 had the essay department appar- 
ently under separate management, and the 
Edinburgh Chronicle of 1759 advertised all and 
sundry that "ingenious essays on all subjects 
will readily find a place" in its pages. The 
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fusliiou wmi cuiitinuct], au<l tu (he practice may 
bo traced tbe occurrence of contributions of the 
' osaay type even in tlie newspapers of to-day. 
Wlien magazines entered on their career, tho 
essay found a natural and convenient outlet into 
print. Tho Seats Magozine dcx-otcd much spaco 
to them, printing both orij^inal and selected 
essays. In its character of a beo finding honey 
in every flower and storing it in its jKiges, it 
gathered the choieest efforts of the Kngltsli 
ciituiyists into its issues. In this way the 
Jtrtmhicr* and other periodicals were largely re- 
printed in Kdinburgli soon after tlicir issue in 
the south. So natural did this cuui-se of action 
oppcar that tho proprietors of tho SrUt 
Mityaiine seem to have cotnmittetl no oltence in 
reprinting in its pages at the first possible 



* Johnson'* HutiiUcr appeared fi-oni the prvN of S«iidii, 
Murray & CocKi-sn, even while the msi'mI imue wm atill 
running in London. A volunia wm made u]) ss aoon nn 
miRlcionl nist«i-iAl came to hand. Altogether eight 
volume* we'ro jHiblJHlied, either litif^ljr or in pairs. 
Boswcll sAj's of the edition timt "it is, unqucHlionsbl/, 
tho most accurate Slid Wautiful edition of tliia work : 
snd there being but K small imprMsion it is now become 
•carce and sells st a very high price.* Hie SeoU ilagaxiHt 
reproduced No. 14 of the RamhUr ss its own preface for 
the yearly volume for 1750. The Engliih periodical was 
Urji^ly printed throughout the volume itself. 
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o)iportuuity tlie iiumben of (he itirror and the 
L'tunger as lliey Trere publislicJ. Tli« various 
magazines that were enticed into publication 
tlirougli the sugcpm of tlie Sritls Mugazint fol- 
liiwi^l its exani]>1e Lotli in giving prominence to 
cHsnys and in its freedom of ap]>ropriatioD. Tko 
EiHiihurgh Magazinet of 1709, 1773, and 17S5 
all gave space willingly. Kucli a jtajMsr as the 
Gentleman and Lathj't Wcet/i/ Magaztnt of 
1774 made its api)cal to the public because of 
tbeitt, and id method was follotred by several 
otiiers. 

As lias been indicated, there was n goo«l deal 
of conscious effort in all this devotion to the 
periodical essay as an ex])oneDt of jture 
literature. Its cullivatiou was recognisetl as 
one of the uipans towards raising Scotland to a 
higher literary level among the nations. Those 
who published the Edinburgh liev'teio of 17o0 
deliberately placed this purpose before them, 
and gave pointed expression to it iu tlieir first 
number. I'here was a good market for such 
literary wares in the city. Lockhavt said ho 
did not know of any place, not a scat of govern- 
ment or a centre of some iwlitical interest, where 
books were more eagerly bought, but whoso 
booksellers at the same time showed more 
timidity in uudertakiug publication on their own 
■ccouit. They were contented to be "a very 
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liumble appeiultifrft of understrapprn to (lie trade 
of (ho Row" ia London. The essay slnne 
seamed to be able fo stir them up to independent 
action. "TIte only thing," he aays, "(hat could 
be looked upon as any inrasion of this quieseent 
state of matters was the api>earancc of (ho 
Mirrors and some other works in the same style 
or by (lie same hands, which were published in 
the shop of Kr. Creech, then the Prince of the 
KdiiiburgI) trade, and which of course mttst have 
attracted do inconsiderable share of attention to 
biiu and his shop. " * 

The precise part these essays p]aye<I in the 
oriffins of (lie literary revival that came (o 
Edinburf^h at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century it will be difRcuU fo determine, but the 
lo\*e of them continued alongside of it. Tha 
essay periodical, modiAcd no doubt as to its 
form, i>erBistcd in appearance and related itself 
to names that wero well known in tho literary 
world. Examples can bo found in the Sp*f 
(1810) of the Ettrick Shepherd and the Saferoom 
(1817) in "which Hit 'Walter Scott had his share. 



"Peter's Letters to His Kinsfolk," IL, ISB. 
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XIV.— MISCELLAXT. 

1. The First Adtebtiseuent. — Tlio oarliest 
Scottiah 0(lT«rtiseiueat that lias been discoTercd 
oecvn ID tbe Uereuriui Seolieui. It is to be 
found in Ko. 19, of date "From Tuesday, 
December 2, to Tuesday, December 0, 1C51," and 
it ae foHowe: — 

" TLere is a Book lately como forth 
Intituled The Dead Man's Testament, 
Written to all tbe Oodly in Scotland by 
Tbomaa Wood sometimes Inbabitant in 
Leitb.** 

It is tbo only advertisement in tbe surviving 
numbers of tbe journal, and it is specioUy in> 
teresting that it stiould refer to a book. Tbe 
volume icaa printed by Evan Tyler, and a copy 
ia to be found in tbe Advocates* Library. 

2. Tns Relations detweek NEn-sFAFEa 
PiorBiETOxs. — Tbe competition wbicb must 
necessarily bave existed betireen tbe news* 
papers of Fdinburgb in tbe eigbteentb century 
does not appear to bave destroyed good 
relations between them. That tbe proprietora 
lived in amity together is shown by several 
facts. Tbe following will suffice. 
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In Juljr, 17C8, tbey came to an agivenicat that 
credit for advortiscmenti should no louger be 
allowed, and they issued a joint notice to thii 
eifect signed by 

AVol. Kuddiman & Co. [Cah. Mtreurt/). 
Auld & SmelUo {Weekly Journal). 
Alexander Donaldson {Ailvcrliter). 
Ztobert Fleming & Co. {Courant). 

In 1780 the case of the Solicitors at law vertut 
llobortfjon came before the Supreme Courts. 
The cose papers are preserved in the Campbell 
Collection. The margins contain numerous 
annotations hy counsel, one of which refers to 
o certain list of names. The manuscript is as 
follows: "This list was printed with the same 
type in all three (news] papers, viz., those of 
the Couranl who first inserted it, for, to let the 
public into a secret, the publishers of these three 
papers are on such a foot with one another that 
they borrow and lend with their neighbour the 
types of advertisements, especially long ones, in 
order to save time and trouble." 

3. The Staufixo of Scottish Fafers. — ^As 
is shown in the accounts of the papers them- 
selves, the whole incidence of the stamp duties 
was felt to be a grievous burden, and numerous 
unsuccessful attempts were made to evade pay- 
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mnit. Occasionally tlie im enabled natire 
productions to score a triumpli over papers that 
might be imporiod from soutli of tbo border. 
But the balance of grievance remained more 
pronounced in Scotland. All the stamped 
paper requiral by the northern printers hod (o 
be imported from London, witb efFecIs that 
oftentimes vere disastrous. The editors might 
announce improTeracnts in tho formal or size 
of their journal : the fulfilment of their proniiso 
irould depend on the slock of paper at the Stamp 
Office. Occasionally the supply of paper ran 
done altogether. 

And there vere other sides to the grierance. 
It was an injury done to the Scottish industrj' 
of paper-making, beNides being an offence to - 
the national spirit. On September 1&, 1785, a 
meeting of all who in any vny used stampeil 
paper vas conrened in the Parliament House of 
Edinburgh to protest against the hardship and 
to demand that a stamping ofKco be set »p in 
the city.* Nothing, however, came of the move- 
ment. Four years later the Chamber of Com* 
merce took the matter in hand and drew up a 
report on it which covers five columns of the ' 
Stolt Magazint.^ Again the cause of com- 

■ SeoU Uagatuu, XLVIL, 4U. 
t lUd., LI., A-0. 
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plaint waa sot fortli. It was found that nows- 
papprs had even come under a nev disability. 
In the precerdiiif* spMion of Parliament 
Icf^ifllution had been carrieil, wliicb enacted tbat 
" the privilego of returning unsold or damaged 
papers should be withdrawn, but that a com- 
pensation of four per rent, on stamps purchased 
was to be given in lieu of it." The report 
pointed out that "by tho wording of the act 
the compensation is conRned to London, whicli 
on account of the distance and the bulUiness of 
tho article amounts to a prohibition in Edin- 
burgli." ■ Tliat tlic grievance was a real one is 
shown by the fact that the average annual outlay 
on the carriage of the paper amounted to £400, 
and that the paper itself was oftentimes almost 
too bad for use. That the Gorcrament stingi- 
noss was without excuse is proved by the return 
of stamp duty for tho year ending August 2, 
1789. The Scottish newspapers alono, not to 
speak of other forms of the stamp, used 
1-3,392,103 stamps, which, at a tax of Ijd, 
yielded £83,700 12s lid. The main reason of 
the Government, however, for maintaining the 
existing arrangement was the expense which a 
separate establishment would involve, and 
although the report was placed in the hands of 
Henry Duadas again the grievance remained 
unredressed. 
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Writiag under 1791 Crcccli said that the 
plan coat tho GoTerniucnt £700 per annum 
because of th« increase in the use made of the 
pajier, and drnounrod tliis "when it couhl bo 
stamped in Edinburgh for a trifle, and tho nasu- 
focture of paper thereby greatly encouraged. 
TliB present modo ap|iears to be neither just nor 
politic. By the articles of Union Rcotlaod is 
entitled to have a board of stamps."* 

The grievance was one that took long to re* 
move, and it was not till June 20, 1838, that an 
onler came from the Treasury to the Commis- 
•tuncra of Stamps "to cause all the paper for 
Scotch aevspapers to bo atamped at the Head 
Office in Edinburgh. " Thisboon was conferred 
only after a vigorous agitation carried on from 
Glasgow, 

4. TiiB IfuunER 07 Periodicals at 
SrEcinc Dates. — ^The following references will 
be helpful in determining what periodicals 
existed in Edinbui^h at given dates. Those of 
1768 have already been indicated. 
1763. — "There were two newspapers printing in 
Tery small folioand the advertisements 
in each were from ten to twenty, "f 

* " Fugitiva Piaca*," p. 81. 
tnnd.,p.76. 
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Crcccb evidently ilocs not mpao tbia 
number to be iuctuslTe of all the papers 
publisliod ia that yoar in E<linburgli, 
for lie does not teem to remember tlie 
Wtthhj Jaarnal. 
1780.— The VoriH lirgiikr of July 27, 1780, 
•ays: — "'Within thcso twelve moutbi 
pant no fewer than two new papers 
bare appearcil upon the literary field 
aud stood candidates for public favour 
along witb Iho other four. " The four 
wi-ie the Cauraiil, Caledonian ilerntry, 
Adrtrtiier, and JtwliUman't WteUy 
Mereury, while llic new ventures were 
the Evening I'oti and the Gazette. 

1700.^" There were four established news* 
papers, and in 1702 six newspapers. 
Tho si?!C of the paper is as large as any 
of the kind in Britain and tbe advertise- 
ments in lODie of them are from GO to 
100 ; somotiiues more notwithstanding a 
heavy and increased duty on tbo paper 
and advertisements. " * In December, 
1792, tbe papers were the Courant, 
Mercury, Advertiter, Herald, Caledonian 
Chronicle, and tbe GazeUeer, 

• Creech's " Fngiliro Piecu,' p. 70. 
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1793.— The PctUieal Review of June 20, 1702, 
D»D)es all the periodicals publiahed in 
Edinburgh ot that date. It gives four 
newapapprs— J/efTvry, Courant, Adver- 
liter, end Herald ; two moiithl;^ 
magozinos — the Scoti and the Edia- 
hitrgh; and in addition describes the 
Ilitlorieal Jiegitier, the Tlittorieal 
' Inlelliffeneer, the Jiee, and the Con- 

ditutional Letlen — ten in all. 

1793.— Chalmers f^yn & list of "Newspapers 
publulied in Scotland during the year 
ITd*!"' Those for Edinburgh are: — 
Edinburgh Erening Courant, Darld 

Ilamsay— Mondaj, Thursdaj, and 

Saturday. 
Caledonian Mtreury, Ilobert Allan— 

Uonday, Thursday, and Saturday. 
Edinburgh Carrfi*— Twice a week. 
Edinburgh Gaseitter, William Johnston 

— ^Twice a week. 
Edinburgh Advertiier, James Donaldson 

— Tnesdoy and Friday. 



* *■ Life of Boddinwn," p. 441. 
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Edinhurffh Herald, Slewnrt, BuUivon & 
Co. — ^ooJay, Wetlnesday, and 
Friday. 

Edinburgh CaUtlonian Chronicle, James 
KobertsOQ — ^Tvicc a n-eok. 

5. Still Existino Eiouteexth Cemtubt 
l*F,nioDiCALS. — Of all the pcrioilicala that bognu 
publicatioa before 1800 only three liave cou- 
trirefl to maintuin issue up to the prctcnt. The 
itedieal and I'/iituiophiml Commtnlarict o£ 
1773 vere not perhaps periodicals in the usuul 
nenBC, but ibcy did api>ear at regular interrals, 
and ultimately fell into (be rf^uUr line of 
magazine publication in the Edinhurtjh Medical 
anil Surgical Journal of 18U5. Tliis \ia\tet is 
still reprcBCutpd in tbe Ediiihurgh iledieal 
Journal — tbe ]ieriodical tliat lias the longest 
pedigree of all tbo journals now ap[>eariug in 
tbe Capital. Tbo Edinburgh Gazette of 179-.! 
oIoDO has retained its original name, and still 
appears in a shape and nith contents little ro- 
morcd from its first issue. Tlierc is every pro- 
bability that it will remain tbe same for 
centuries to come. The present Congregational 
Magazine can trace its ancestry back to tbe 
iliuionar^ Magazine of 179C in an uninterrupted 
line. But tbese oi'o all that bave survived tb« 
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lapM of time. Sereral attaioed to a gootl ol<l 
age, like tlie Caledonian iltFcury and {lie 
Edinburgh Evening Courant. Tlio former may 
still Le eoid to lire in tlio Scoltman. One 
mogasiae succeeded in bridging tlio niaetoe&tli 
centuiy — tbe Chriitiait Magazine of 1797— only 
to periali, after many trangmigrations, in tlio 
demise of tlie Union Magazine in 1904. Hugh 
Miller's saying that tlio journalist writes on tlio 
Band with the tide coming in is true in several 
vayi. 

C. Xttuaea of AovCBTtsEUErcTS at Ckbtalv 
Datks. — Much information reganUng the early 
circulation of 18th century newspapers might 
hare been derived from tlie books kept at Iho 
Stamp Office, but all the documents relating to 
the collection of the duty were destroyed as um* 
less lumber some yean ago. The following 
tables of the number of advertisements on which 
duty was paid iu tlie journnls named were copied 
before that disaster befell them : — 



Ka*.t,lTtt. B«p(.,tT7(. N(pt,inT. F*h, IT 

Cturant, ■ ■ 1003 317 351 623 

'Mtreury, • • 1819 318 341 608 

Jdttrtittr, - 14S0 841 313 434 

WtOfy Jfm^iy, ... 33 96 es 
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AuTrrti.«rDM'ats ia Scoitivli oenpapen for 



(»n 


8510 


wn 


KKU 


4143 


MU 


i74 


C43 


713 


Ml 


■wa 


4»* 
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Courant, - 
Jfennrjf, ■ 
AdeertUer, 
Jfemld, ' • 
CuKile, • 
SaiU Chrwide, 
IVeetlj/ Jounat, 
. WtdKC*day J\tfltt, ■ 

AdvertiHemcnls id ScoKtsk ucwspapen for 
quarter cading Au^st: — 





I«Cl 


IbM. 


IWl 


Ediiilturgh. - 


- 8001 


MID 


0M7 


Ulwgow, 


• 2935 


4U3 


34Sft 


AlMTdMD, 


67-1 


643 


718 


DuuifriM, 


3(» 


403 


«!• 



* For th«M Ublei the kuthor is iDdebt«d to Mr. J»tnM 
VilluAt Edinburgh, vha iru allowed t« make Mine 
«j(ti«cla from tb« book* before they wen dcetrojad. 
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DIURNAL 

OCCVRRANCES. 

■ Touching tkc dayly Ph)ccedin5s in 

Pwlumenc, fromilic tj.vt Dtttmhr^to 
tbeiluidflf/^rt^ ■ f 41'' 

WkhtbeLord MJvor'igoJi^iohisMiKflJr thon iIk 

tMdbanuoadlplMMJlTMibitLicaMainfhipMita 

A» alio ihc finding *w» of Wrtw* Pnwifion. m« 

«/ffiWf>.ih hii MtfcUki Kwitl fc^<« •> ''x '^Mk 

CWiwMlniihuniwntuhnt ■-J-"-'- 

tiM«£aOf«nkt«i> ibeKcbdi lure 

r«fnfcrMtt lit.nnrr -W r-wi ./liffli.w.. W 

«?rfM «if faiw*d fit- <heH<|li «-w ot ^rlu-nmjnd 

du>cedw>cbHJshTieiieajiS*B>fli«p«i r.'ir^ 

•jhi ii»«*fin| n««niiid »**/"". "«■ 






n> £imvAm Oritiiml <^l/it Pint SeotliMh t'eriodieal. 
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ccrtoiD from a note that appcora in a news-letter, 
dated January 20, 1652, found amon^ the papen 
of Sir William Clarke — " You must not ospcot any 
prints from Z<eith for that the CommiHsioners hare 
BiDCO their coming to Dalkeith given ordor to 
mipprcsa ilercuriua Scotieua,"* 

There can be no possible doubt that tho ifer- 
earius was issued at Lcith. The Parliamentary 
army lay ta garrison thero in connection with tho 
revolt of the Scots against the form of govommcnt 
Mt up in England by Cromwell, and the little 
journal was published in the interests of the 
soldiers. Tho preface to the first number, after 
justifying the presence of the English army in 
Scotland, ends with tho words : — " Our army being 
desirous to be informed of passages in EngUnd 
and other parts hath envitcd mo to uso my 
endeavour briefly to hint them, which I shall 
continue weekly if this my first borne in Scotland 
may rcecive but the warmth of enGoaragcmenL" 
The only known copy of the paper bears on its 
first page in a contemporary hand — " Printed 
att Leith and pub. by . . . " — tho "abhorred 
shears " of the binder having unfortunately out off 
the important words omitted. Tho news para- 
graphs frequently eoneem events which took 



* Fhtb's " ScotUod daring the Commonwcaltb,* p. 915. 
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Bhort title on tba third page is simply "The- 
IMunudl Oooarmtoea." The signature a A. 
■ Finis " appears on the last page. 

This little periodical, which holds tho honour of 
being the first known production of the Edinburgh 
newspaper press, is wholly taken up with English 
news, and is an exact reprint of a journal of the 
same name issued by lohn Hamond in Londi»i 
1641.* The appearance of the London original 
has been closely imitated, the only liberty allowed 
being an occasional variation in spelling. As a 
specimen of the printer's art, the Edinburgh copy 
has distinctly the advantage: it is neater and 



Id the following week another issue of the same 
periodical took place with a noticeable difference 
as to the form of the front page. The summary 
of the contents disappeared, and it read simply as 
"Diwmail Oeewnraneet in Parliament, from the 
second of Janoarie to the tenth, 1642. Printed 
by a perfect Copie. Printed at Z«ndon." In the 
centre of the page was placed a shield with the 
moQogram B.B. The omission of the &ot that 
the paper was reproduced in Edinburgh was 



* TIm Ediabnrgli editioD wu not th* ool; reprint of 
Uiii pitper. It alM appeared in what wm probftbljr a 
piiatad form, without a printoi'i imdmi but with tli* 
iBpriafLoodoni printMHWl." [n> 
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Bctwcon 1631 and 1660 he acted in & aimilu 
capacity to the varioua officera who sncooodod 
each other in command of tho English army io 
Scotland. He returned to England in 1660, was 
knighted, obtained a State secretaryship, and died 
June 2, 1666.* There is some difficulty in 
accepting this conjcctnni. It would be somewhat 
strange fora man who occupied an official poidtion, 
and would have many private Stato matters com- 
ing under his notice, to hold the questionable 
place of a caterer of public news at the same time. 
Besides, it is doubly strange that it required a 
special edict of the Commissioners to end it if 
Clarke was responsible for tho paper. Monk, on 
his own authority, could soon have mode short 
work of the extraneous labours of his sccretaiy if 
that had been needful. 

1652.— A Dlumall of Some Passages and 

Affairs. Printed at London, and ro-printed at 
Leith. From Wednesday the 7 of April, to 
Wednesday 14 1652. 8 pp., sm. Svo. 

It is possible that this is Xo. 4 of the little 
journal, for tho signature ia D, and the pages ore 
numbered 25-32. If so, and the issue wer« 
weekly, No. 1 would be dated March 17-24, 



■ " Tha CUrk« Papen ■ ia the Otnideii Society Publt- 
catioiu, I., p. riii. 
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1652. The Dumbor opens with " propoeitioni 
bonbly teodorod to the oommitloe for propagation 
the gospel " for " the supply of all parishes io 
EogloDd with able, godly, and orthodox mioisten," 
and goes on to giro news from abroad and the 
home porliamentaiy intelligence. 

How long the JHurnaU continued is unknown. 
Antot indicates that it existed till November. 
"In November, 1652," be says, "we find that it 
was thought eufScioat to reprint at Leith,a news- 
paper first printed at London. . , , This paper 
was also of short duration." * Chalmers goes 
farther, and adds that the paper was printed by 
Christopher Hi^ins, and was published " for the 
information of the English 60^1018."^ This is 
possible, bot the whole appearance of the journal 
is strange after tho Commissioners' Dalkeith edict 
ot tbo preceding January. 

1663.— Mercurlus PoliUcos. This well- 
known paper was started in London to 1650 as an 
oetire ally of the Oovemment. It was conducted 
by Uarchmont Keedham, whom Isaao Disraeli 
named " the great patriarch of newspaper writers," 
bak who is better known for the number of timet 
Iw changed his political coaL Chalmers says he 

* "Histoij of Edinburgh," p. 464 
t " Ufa of Buddiaum," p. 1 17. 
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asaumod "all tho colours of the chameleon during 
those contentious times," and Anthony Wood, th« 
Oxford antiquary, describes him as "this most 
seditious, mutable, and railing author." When a 
young man he took the popular side, and sent out 
the Mercuriua BrUannicua in opposition to the 
Royalist IfereuriuB Aulteut. Ho then changed 
sides, and pohlishcd the Uercuritu Prc^nuUimu, 
When the head of Charles L fell, ho returned 
to his fint lore, and hcgan tho Mercuritu 
PUitiauM. Chalmers says that it was "first 
reprinted at Lcith on the 2Gth of October 
1653," * and the year is corroborated by Amob 
The latter gives the full title of tho journal, 
which he evidently hod from observation — 

"Jlercwriua Politieua: comprising tho Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, with tho Affairs now on foot 
in tho three Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, in defence of the Commonwealth and for 
information of the people. Ita veriare tcria — 
Hor. D6 Art. Poet. Printed at London and 
Reprinted at I^ith. The paper generally o(mi< 
■istod of from 6 to 18 pp." f Tho printing is said 



* "Lifeof Ituddiman,*p. 117. 

t "QiatOij of Edinburgh,* p. 454 Thii title detiiy 
refen to & nuraber of dkte lubiiequent to September ST, 
I6U. Befon tiuit tima the wording of the aub title was 
•omewbAt different. 



b, Google 



ITS The Ediniufith Ptriodieal Preu. 

to have been tranaferrcd to Edinburgh in Novem< 
bor. 1054. 

^e Beatontion of 1660 of necessity required 
that aome dungca should be made in the desig- 
nation of the journal, and this is apparent from 
the first numbers of the Edinburgh reprint that 
have been examined — 

if ereurittt Politieua: comprising the Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, with the afiairs nov on foot 
in the three Nations of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland — tot Information of the People. Pub- 
lished by order of Farliorocnt From Thursday, 
January 26, to Friday, February 3, 16G0. 16 pp., 
small 4to, weekly. Edinburgh : reprinted by 
Christopher Higgina in Hart's Close, over against . 
the Tione Church, 1660. The paging is oonsecu- 
ttre, and begins with 1. In the Dumber for 
March 16-21, the words " Published by order of 
Parliament " were omitted — the spaco being left 
blank. In the following issue the sp&ce itself 
disappeared. The number for April 11-18 
appeared a»— 

ifereu/riiit PvHicu* : comprising the Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, with the ASairs now on foot 
in the three Nations of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland— ior Information of the People. Edin* 
boigh: reprinted by Christopher Higgins in 
Hart's Close, over against the lAone Church, 
106OL 16 pp., small 4tA 
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Tlio reason for kho change of name ia given in 
the J/ercuntu Publieu$, Ko. 15, published in 
London, April 5>12. It Bays : " Whereas Uarchc- 
mont Ncdhom, the author of the weekly news 
Books called Slereuriua Politicus and the PvHie 
Intelligencer is by order of the Council of State, 
discharged from writing or publishing any Publitiuo 
Intelligence : tho Reader is desired to take notioo 
that by order of tho said Council Henry lluddimon 
and Giles Dury are authorised henceforth to write 
and publish tho said iDtcltigcncG, the one upon iho 
Uondny and the other upon tho Thursday which 
they do intend to set out under tho titles of the 
Parliamentary Intdiigeneer and tho Mercwrivs 
PuUicvs." There is no evidence to show ibat 
the former of these two papcn was reproduced in 
Scotland. 

The i/iercurius PuUicua contiuucd to bo 
reprinted in Edinburgh weekly for some time. 
The issue for August 1-8, I6G0, profiled to tho 
abovo imprint tho words "Printed at London." 
This was continued till Kovcmbcr 7-14 of tho 
same year, when the printer's name was dropped, 
and the imprint read simply " Printed at London 
and Reprinted at Edinburgh 16C0" Tho hist 
number examined is that for December 20-S7, 
1660, which inserted tho words "in the year" 
before the date in the imprint, and began a new 
system of signatures. Tho bst number of the 
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parent journal is "So. 33 of 1663. It is said to 
have been reprinted in Edinburgh till that year, 
although Ch^mcn says it was "superseded by 
Tk» Kiagdom't IntdHgeneer," which first saw the 
light in Scotland in 1661. It is interesting to 
think that in its earlier years the J/«reurtuf 
PUiticuB introduced the prosa of Hilton to the 
inhalntaotB of the northern Kingdom.* 

1669.— The FaithfUll Intelligencer from the 
Parliaments Army in Scotland. From Tucsdny, 
November 29, to Saturday, December 8, 1659. 
Written by on officer of the Army there 12 pp., 
small 4ta Edinburgh : printed by Christopher 
Higgins in Hart's Close, over against the Trono 
Chnrch. Anno Dom. 1659.t 

That this was the first iasuo of this journal is 
I^ovod by several faot& The signatare is "A." 
The writer spooks of " this broken and irregular 
beginning of mine," meaning thereby his 
appearance in type, for he had been a news-letter 

• UMMm'« "Uilton,- IV., 320-333. 

f The copy dMcribcd «bova u in tbe Advocated Libniy. 
n« Britioh UuMum, however, powewM SDOtlwr edition, 
whidi if probkbly a Mcond edition m ia indiiaited hy the ~ 
ngnatnre*. Ita text U the Mine, but by luiog m inuller 
Amnt of type for tlie cIoeiDg page*, tlie little Joaroal is 
cnsipwited iaW a sia, 4ta of 8 pp. 
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writer bofore. Iq ftddition, the In^elligeneef't 
natural onomy, the ileratriut P<Ait\eu», 
chroniclca its advent in the issue for Dccotnbcr 
8-lji, 1659,iB a tetter written from a corrcspondont 
at Newcastle. He gives the title, adding, as 
descriptive of it, that it was " a pure Scotch title, 
mora sound than substance It hath likewise a 
Highland pedigree, — hardly a Hoe truek" The 
same hostile commentator gives further pnrticulais 
about tho " bonny Diumoll," ns he scornfully . 
names it. " Uiuiy printed copies " bod been soot- 
to Newcastle; it was to be published "weekly;" 
and it was "printed at Edcnburgh by authority." 
Ho promised to give particulars of later issues, 
but that promise was not apparently kept. 

The author of tho FaiUi/uU InteUtgeneer tells 
that his "condition for tho present (throagh a 
gmcious Providence) [is] of a much more con- 
tenting and better Edition than that which 
amounts to a Diumal-Writcr," but confesses that 
be is unable to withhold himself when ho finds 
"so many sad and infamous scandals pind upon 
alt coneemmeots amongst us from the General to 
the Sentinel, from tho Magistrate to the Peasant, 
from tho Priest to tho meaoest of the People." 
He declares his intention to " become an honest 
fool in print than a real and easy stavo under 
ignorance and silence," and specially sets himself 
to reply to " the numerous and uocoutb catalogue 
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of lyea" to which the recent PtAiticu* hod 
given eurreocy. As «m natural, the main 
contents of the Intdligeruer referred to warlike 
opention& Though in Scotland, the writer did 
not love the place He dcscribcB himself as being 
"in this remotcnesso of placo, where for many 
years I have not only been bound to duty, but 
which docs now imhitter that, have been muffled 
up from tbo breathings of our English air." His 
longings for the " English air " wore so strong that 
be again uses the phrase before he brings his 
"pamphlet" to a close. 

Only one issue was published under tbo name 
of the Faith/uU IrUeiligencer. What should 
have been No. 2 appeared as tho Mervurius 
Sritanicut, No. 2. The following facts attest 
this — the signatures of the FaiUi/uU InitUigeneer 
ore A and B, that of tho ifercttrivs Britanie%is 
is C ; the printer of both is the same ; and no real 
obetaole is found in tho dating. No Mercurivs 
Britanieua, No. 1, is known to exist. 

The FaithfuU IiUeUigtnter is the 6r8t paper 
known to have been produced.editod, and published 
in Edinburgh at first hand. 

1669.— Hercurius Britanious, or a Collection 
of such real and faithful Intelligence as con be 
gathered from England and in Scotland concerning 
tho present Tiansactions in them both. By an 
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officer of tbc Parlinmenb'ii Army tn Scotland. Xol 
2, from Thundny, December R, to Thunday, 
December 15, 1659. 12 pp. smalt 4to. Edin- 
but^h : printed by ChrUtopbcr Higf^ina in Hart's 
Close, over against the Trono Church, IG59. 

Xo. 3 is dated " From Thursday, December 15, 
to Tuesday, December 20, 1G59." Xo. 4coDtaiiied 
the following nolo: — "These following papcn 
coming bo suddenly luic] unexpectedly into my 
hands, in that very nick of tinio that my last 
papers hod passed the Prcssc : I thoufjht it a duty 
incumbent upon mo to let you have a speedier 
communication of them ; " and is accordingly c&itcd 
" From Tuesday, December 20, to Friday, Decem- 
ber 23, 1C59." No. 5 covered a longer period — 
December 23 to Januaiy 4 ; No. (the lost known) 
was from January 4 to January 6, and explained 
that the conductor had " shortened you in my lost 
for foar of tbo bulk." The nizo was still S pp. 

As already indicated, the iferatritu Britanicua, 
is probably the continuation of tho Faith/uU 
InteltigeTicer. Like tho latter, it gives no bint 
of being a reprint, and no other journal of 
the name seems to have existed at the time. 
Higgins was then reproducing the Jl/ereurius 
PolUicus, and it bears the careful notice that it 
was merely a resetting of the London paper. 
Some idea of the llerctLnxis BrUanietui' polemic 
may be gathered &om its address to » rival : — 
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"Thou bcnsUy scuIHod, CODst thou not hare a 
Parlridgo or Pheasant prepared tor thy llaeter's 
UiJO, but your Saucc-ahip must necessarily lard it 
with the rank Collope of thino own Qoosc-greaso 7 
Hah I away and bcgon, if you love your health ; for 
a stay and a aurfot here can by no means be 
Mporatcd." 

1661.— Mercurlus Caledonius, comprising the 
AffiiiranowinAgitationiaScotland. WithaSurvcy 
of Formign Intelligence. Uotto — " (hnamur 
Tenwea Qrandia." From Uonday. December 31, 
to Tuesday, January 8, 1661. 8 pp. email 4to, 
weekly. Edinburgh: printed by a Society of 
Stationers in the Year 1601. 

This was followed by a number dated Tuesday, 
8th January, to Wednesday, 16th Januaiy, 1661, 
16 pp., small 4to, with practically tho same 
imprint. A change, however, seems to have 
been made with the third issue. It is marked 
"Numb. I" on the top right-hand comer of 
page 1 ; is dated " From Wednesday, Januaiy 16, 
to Friday, Januaiy 25, 1661," and has as imprint 
— " Edinburgh : printed Anno Dom. 1661." It 
was small 4to, 16 pp. The following issues were 
ooniccatively numbered. Ka 2 had 12 pp. ; Ko. 3 
wu also 12 pp., and changed the motto, which 
thereafter bec«ne variable. The lost number is 
Buurked "NumK 10," and is dated Friday, llanb. 
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22, to Thursdny, March 28, 16C1. Thcro wcro 
thus altogether twelve numbcra. Block-lcttcr 
type was sometimes used. 

The editorship of the Uereurius Caledoniua ia 
tiniversilly ascribed to Thomas St Scrfo— or Tom 
Sydserf, as he is mere commonly colled. Ho was 
a man of conaidcmblo ability and versatility, 
although Chalmers* speaks of bis joumat as 
being "very illiterate and very alTectcd," and 
Chambers sn^-s " it must be admitted that the 
style of composition and editorship was frivolous 
and foolish to a degree, surprising even for that 
delirious period." f lloyalist to the core, Sydscrf 
employed his biting pen strenuously on behalf of 
the cause he espoused. Charles I. wiis a martyr 
for righteousness' sake. " Wo cannot doubt," he 
ntys, " of the happy cooditioa of our late dread 
Sovereign of ever blessed nicmoi^, Charles the 
First; boing assured by the voice of truth itself 
that whosoever luoseth his life for Christ's sake 
shall find it." In the first issue of the Mercury 
ho vehemently assures all interested of the loyalty 
of his countrymen — 

"Tliougli it triu tlio |iIei()iiiro of Prnviilt-iico to diit- 
appoint our dwignis j'tst we never gnidf[ed eillwr at 



" Life of Ruddiuwn," p. 118. 
" Doo). Add. Scot.," II., S72. 
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oar in) prison nienti, the lonw of tho dcAreat of our UiknI, 
nor davwUtion of our fuitunci ; And wliich i» our gtval 
coiiifoit, w« liBva lituincd m> much knovrlc<l|{a m iierer 
kg»in to be juggled out of our i'cmoii under the notion of 
epociouit preUiicea : fur the drowHieHt clown rif our 
northcm ialtiud can with content uniile at the cheat* of 
Libcrtj and the good old cau«c. And thercfoni tlto 
lUiuipheniem, Hiimptr*, and other AntinionarchicnU 
Veruiin in KngUnd niuMt nwt about «oi»c wbero eloe than 
tw catu|Mnivna in Scotland." 

little woodcr that his opponcnta {p-cw alarmed at 
hia attaokai Robert Boillte denounced him as " a 
very lascall, Tom Siiicerfo the Diurnallcr, a, pro- 
fitnc, atheistical papist as some count him," * and 
writcfl to James Shorpc, minister of Cnul, who 
was then in the thick of his treacherous purposo 
to desert to the side which Sydscrf supported, to 
see if nothing could be done to end his scurrilities. 
"James," he writes, " have you no so much power 
to stay the ratling on us of that very malicious 
Dtumallcr ? If the Parliament would put on 
him the penalty of my wormo, I think it would 
quickly temper his very uncivil! pca"t Baillie's 
remedy was hardly so drastic ns that to which 
Sydscrf was subjected some years later at the . 
hands of Uungo Murray for some offence or 



< **Lett«n and Journals,' III., 468. 
t Ibid., IIL, 464. BaiUi« r«C>ra to hia U 
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other,* The appeal to Sharpo waa not tho 
hitppicst possible, for Sydxcrf hod already di»- 
couQtcd opposition from tha futuro Archbishop by 
tho tcmiB of pmisc in which in his first Dumber 
ho had spoken of ono of his sermons. It was 
delivered, said Sj-dscrf, with " so great piety and 
learning as wna auflicicDt to recover the most 
perverse heretic or dissati&Rcd brother, cither 
in law or gospoi, to their civil and Christian 
obedience." 

Th6 Scottish authorities were unmoved by tho 
complaints of those whom Sydscrf att-ockcd, and 
approach was made to a more august power. Says 
Baillie— " Ur. Blair, Ur. Dickson, and Mr. Hutchi- 
son were, without all cause, mischantly abuaod by 
his pen, without the resentment of our State, till 
his Majestic himself commanded to silence him."f 
The intervention of Charles II. on behalf of poor 
slandered Presbyterians is odd enough, but there 
seems to be no doubt that on " authoritative stop " 
was put to the paper. In April and May, IG61, 
several pamphlets were published from the Edin- 
burgh press, which bear unmistakable evidence 
that they wore by, and in the interest of, Sydaerf. 
They were, to all intents and purposes, un- 



t " LcUen snd Jounudu," III., -ICS. 
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authorised continuations of tho Mercuriut CaU- 
donitu, even contoiniog advertisements. They 
make plain that tho paper was suppressed, and 
that OD religious grounds " Bourlasquo News"* 
gives intelligence of a supposititious place nnmcd 
" Gardenia." Certain resolutions passed there 
declare, among other things, " that there bo a 
padlock on tho Fen and a Guge in the mouth of 
J/iereurtiis Caledoniua if from henceforth ho do 
not draw a vail over tho Phanntick inRrtnitics of 
the Cardcnian Lunaticks." " Edinburgh's Joy for 
Uis Majesties Coronation in England "j-cxclaime — 
■ Why 1 is not whiffling Caledoniua gone ; cer- 
tainly he hath been Babbon-struck or Priest- 
stabbed," and adds — " It was no sooner noised 
that we was to be llereuriua for the Good Town, 
but we was alarmed with innumerable advertise- 
ments . , . amongst the rest, one appeared 
for Ckdedoniut," These wore followed by " The 
Prince of Tartoria, his Voyage to Cowper in Fife," 
* Hie Work Goes Bonnely On," and a " Variety of 
News f<w all Pollats as Certainties, Probabilities, 
tio,'X It is evident that Sydserf did not succumb 
to oommaod without a struggle and protest, and 
tltab his anger against his religious opponents was 

* 6 pm Ha. 4to. No Imprint. 

t 8 pp^ an. 4to, "Printed in the year 1061.* 

} All these an 8 pih, am. 4to, with no Inprjota. ' 
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Dot lessened by faU treatment at the hands of 
those he tried to defend.* 

1661.— The Scout of Cockeny, 4to, S pp., tho 
Inst being blank. The text begins on pngo 1. 
Colophon : Printed at Cockenay for the Companjr 
of Stationers at EorU-Ferry. 

Cockcuzie is a fishing village in East Lothian, 
and Eorlsferry lies on the Fifcahiro ooost of tho 
Firth of Forth. The copy examined bears a MS. 
note, " Printed at Edinburgh in IGGl by a Society 
of Stationers." Chalmera has this note on the 
paper : '* This it a burlesque newspaper which was 
printed at the Press of tho Society of Stationers, 
08 the typographical ornaments and figured letters 
evince. It was probably published by the some 
editor as tho collector of tho Mercu/rius Cale~ 
doniua, as sarcasm upon the authoritative stop 
which was put to that paper."! 

* The ScoU ilagaiin* for July, ITTQ, announce* tlia 
deftth of Robert Uein on July S3, at tbo Kge of S3. It 
adda that bU great grandfather nnd father wen both 
poMtmasten id Edinburgh, and then f[ooa on : "Peraons 
who wanted to be f urniahcd with the J/creuritu CaiedoHitu, 
pubtUhed >o far back a* ICCl, or who had essays or 
advertiaementi to insert in that paper, were desired to 
apply to Hobert Mein, master of the Font Offioo at 
Edinburgh." 

t MS. "History of Scottish Printing," p. 334. (In 
Advocate** Library.) 
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The writer concocts pamgraphs from such places 
u Locfaqnaber, Tinto^Topc, and Killimtiiro, and 
«ren inserts advertisements. His closing words 
are mysterious : " If any person be so foolish as to 
think there is nothing contained in this Gozet, or 
so serious that there's something, he may be 
miataken is both ; however, if any can find out 
the right Key, our Worshipful! Senat of Cockeny 
does promise to recommend him as a qaalificd 
Wit, to be ^nif^matical Professor in any of the 
new cstoblishod Seminaries for Strange Dis- 



1661.— The Kingdoms Intelligencer of the 
Afiairs now in Agitation in Scotland, England, 
and Ireland, together with Forraign Intelligence 
—to prevent False News. Publtshedby Authority. 
From Thursday, October 23, to October SO, 16G1. 
Bcprinted at Edinburgh, 1661. 12 pp., sm. 4to. 

The above is the first issue that has come under 
observation. The London issue of the journal of 
this name began on December 31, 1660. It was 
the successor of the Pariiamffniary Intelligencer, 
which, owing to the political situation, hod to 
ohaog« its title — ^"the parliament itself (from 
which he borrowed that compiUtion) being now 
diseotved," as the conductor said. It does not 
appear that it was reproduced in Scotland ontil 
some moiths after its start As long as the , 
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MereurivM CaUdonius Uatcd, it seems to hAve 
supplied what woa needful for Edinburgh, even 
(]uotiag from ita London contemponury under the 
explanatory title of Tha Kingdom of Englanda 
IrUellv/autr. At that time it waa edited by Sir 
John Birkenhead. 

The histoiy of the Scottish journal is somewhat 
mysterious attar 1C61. Three issues for that year 
are known, the one noted above and two dated 
Kovcmbcr 7-14 and November 14-21. Tbcso 
carry the some imprint The next known issues 
are datod from June 2C-July 3 to August 14-21, 
1 6C2. The size is the same, but the imprint reads, 
"Edinburgh: printed Anno Dom., IGC2." Two 
issues also exist for July 8-16 and July 16-23, 
1663, with the latter imprint. Agun no mention 
is made of the paper being a reprint, although the 
London paper still continued to bo published 
What had happened in the meantime 7 Did the 
periodical begin an original issue in Edinburgh in 
the closing days of 1661, and discard mere repro- 
duction of its contemporary T 

That is what probably took placet On December 
5, 16G1, tho Pnvy Council allowed the publication 
of a newspaper. The words of the minute ran — 
" Watrand is granted to Robert Ifein, Keiper of 
the letter ofEce of Edinburgh, to putt to print and 
publish one Diumall weiklie for preventing fidse 
newes which may bo invented by eviU and 
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disafibctcd penonB."* Nonowjonnul is known 
to have been begun that year and the probability 
ia that Mcin oaaumcd the London name, and 
tnuting largely to the contents of his con- 
temporary, launched out on what was practically 
an original effort. A comparison of contem- 
porary issues of the two pnpcis lends somo 
colour to the assumption. Almost evorylhiog in 
tho Scottish journal con be found, ipaisaima 
verba, in the Loudon journal, bat the order of tho 
paragraphs is changod and the contents of one 
number of the Edinburgh paper require to bo 
sought for over several issues of its contemporary. 
Whether Uoin copied solely from his namesake, 
or both had a common origin, it is impossiblo to 

Tho English Kingdoms Intelligencer came to 
an end on August 24, 1CG3. Its place was taken 
by the InUUigeneer, whose first number declared 
that " His Sacred Majesty [hod] been lately 
* and graciously pleased to grant and commit the 
pririledgo of publishing all intelligence together 
with the surrey and inspection of the Prcsse to . 
one and the same person," viz., Roger L'Estnuige. 
The Edinburgh paper, hovevcr,continued triumph- 
antly on its way. In Worcester College, Oxford 
there is a number whose oolhition is : — 

• "Beg. Priv. Cmin.," Dcceiubar 0, lOTl. 
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The Kingdoms IrUelligeneeroi The AfTalni now 
in agitation in ScotLind, England, and Ireland, 
t(>gcther with Fomu'gn Intel lif^cnce. To prevent 
false Ncwa Published by Authority. Thursday, 
Judo 2, 1664, 2S ]>p., sm. 4ta, pp. 17-44. Signature 
F. Edinburgh: Printed Anno Don)., l(iC4. 

Page 44 contained an Edinburgh {mmgraph, 
dated llay 30, 1GG4, which shows that tho coin* 
pilcr was not trusting altogether to his contem- 
poraries. Another issiio for September 8, 1GC4^ 
H'pp. 4to. pages 149-156 — has also been examined. 
Chalmers, to whom tltis Inst copy belonged, says 
that it was " printed by the Statiooers oodoubt"* 
Its appearance, however, suggests the press of A. 
Anderson, whoso bouse was on tho North side of 
the Cross. 

How longthcirin;;(2o»M/ii/eUi;;enur continued 
is unknown, ChaJmcra says it " still retailed the 
news of London to the people of Scotland at the 
time that Ruddiman was bom,"'!' viz., October 
1674. Amot's statement gives a less extended 
period for the life of tho journal. " From the 
copies we have seen of this paper," he says, " it 
aubaistcd at least seven ycars.''^ %a, to 1C6S. 



■ MS. Cl>llcction^ p. 343. 

t "Life of Itnddimftn,* p. 118. 

X " Uiatory of Edinburgli,* jf. ms. 
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1G80.— Edinburgh Gazette. Published by 
Authority. From Tuesday the 7th to Tueedny the 
I4th of December, 1680. Printed by the Heir of 
A. Andenon, printer to the Ring's Most Sacred 
Uajesty. No. 2 — This Edinburgh Oasette appears 
to have been first printed on the latof December, 
1680. How long it continued I have not dis- 
covered. 

This is Chalmers' noto in his " Life of Ruddi- 
man,"* and when he publiahod that book, his only 
authority was — "I have Just boen opportunely 
informed." lAter, however, he came into posses- 
sion of the second issue, for the entry in his US. 
"History"! runs — "^^^ Edinburgh Oasette, 'No, 
2, Published by Authority. From Tuesday, the 
7th, to Tuesday, the 14lh of December, 1680. 
Printed by the heir of And Anderson, printer to 
tha King's Uost Excellent Majesty, 1680; folio, 
two pages. In Q.C. Library. The first number 
of this OuzeUe most have been from Tuesday, 30 
Kovember, to Tuesday, T December, 1680. How 
long it continued is unknown." 

Chalmers' positive assertion makes erroneous 
the statement t of James Donaldson, that his 

• p. *«. 
tp.«8. 
i Vide, ScoU iWuxoi, 1708. 
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OaselU (of 1690) was tfao first officially sanctionod 
newspaper. 

The heir of A. Anderson mentioned was his 
widow, Andcffion having died in 167S. She cxcr- 
citfcd the printing monopoly conferred upon her 
husband in a way that wrought great damage on 
the progress of the art in Scotland, James Watson 
is most emphatic — " By this gift the art of print- 
ing in this Kingdom got a dead stroke, for by it no 
printer could print anything from a Bible to a 
ballad without Mr. Anderson's lieensc."* 

1681. — Heraclltus Rldens : A disconrso 
between Jest and Earnest, where many a true 
Word is spoken in opposition to all Libellers 
against tho Government No. 1, undated, folio, 
sbgle sheet, two columns to page. Motto^ 

" Ititleutcni diccre vci'uio 
Quui vuut."— //ur. 

Imprint: " Edinburgh; reprinted in the year IGtil." 
Xo. 2 shortened tho sub title to "At a Dialogue 
between Jest and Enmcst Concerning the Times," 
was dated Tuesday, February 8, 1C81, and had the 
same imprint. Xo. 3 was dated a week later, and 
dropped " Edinburgh " from tho imprint. These 
arc all the known Edinburgh issues. 

* "Uuto[7 of Friutiug," p. 12. 
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The Heradiiua Rident was, with tbo cxcepLioo 
of tho impriot, an exact reprint, even to the advcr- 
Undents, of the London publication of the samo 
name. The kttcr's imprint ran ; " London, Printed 
lor tho Use of the People, Tuesday, Feb. 1, IC^l," 
•ad, u appcarod from sabaoqucnt issues, was set 
up " for B, Toolto." Thomas Flatmnn, poet and 
miniature pointer, faaa been credited with the 
authorship, and tho journal is said to hnvo origin* 
atcd in high circles as a oountcrblast to more 
democratic and disloyal publications. No. 1 opened 
with the word»~ 

"Tlicra's an liDnmt fetliw tit St. Guvntiiiin Fair in 
Fmiu^ that nitniU wit ii) penny worths, and ninkca a very 
prcttj liviug on't. And much honcftci* th^n many ubo 
nowxUya pi-et«nd to lire 1>y their wltn ; for there you 
have tlu beet sort of it, if th« proverb HjfeaVd truth — that 
bought wit is the best. For my inrt (though I know 
thmte, who are uo small fuolH, who liave fjot God knows 
what by seliJDg of these tlcai- penny worths) I prutcst I do 
nut intend touuko any ailvnntHge of you, but only to keep 
the trade going in this dcind titue by lurning the penny." 

The writer then goes on to dccloro that " my 
design is great and generous ; nothing less, I 
assure yon, than the public good." 

The lost London issue appeared on August 22, 
1682, the editor saying that he " did at first take 
up this way of scribbling purely out of a sense of 
Da ty and Loyal ty at a time when both were sbocl('d 
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and wcU-nigh oTcrtumcd by iho Outrage ad 
Intemperance of a restless and daring Doction," 
Although he ceased publication then, he intimates 
that be will take up his task again " bo sood as ho 
shall from the Insolence of our cncuiics be pro- 
voked to resume his Proviucc of lashing a Wanton 
and ditiloyal world." The necessity never aroec. 

1681.— The Weekly Discovery of theMystery 
of Iniquity In the Rise. Growth, Methods, and 
Ends of the Late Unnatural Rebellion in 

England. Anno 16S1. No. 3. Saturday 
Fcbruaiy 19, ICSO. llcpiinted tn iho year 1C81. 
S. sh. folio., 2 cola, to the page. It is probnblo 
that this periodical was produced in Edinburgh. 
Only one number is known to exist. 

The original appeared in London. "Loudon. 
Printed for Benj. Tooke, IGSl." Xo. 1 was date- 
less: No. 2 boro Saturday, February 12,1680. The 
last issue, being No. 30, was scot out on August 27, 
1C81. The author then desired to suspend publi- 
cation until " the dead vocation was passed," and 
begged allowance for " this Parenthesis of a littlo 
time" la the hope that he would resume his work 
— a hope that never seems to have been fulfilled. 
The nature of the periodical may perhaps best be 
learned from the description of it that appeared ia 
a rival, " Tha Weekly Diaeoverer Strip'd Naked, 
or Jest and Earnest Exposed to Publick View in . 
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bU Proper Cotours," Xo. 1 of which waa published 
on Febnuuy 16, 1680. "The Reader," it says, 
" is desired to toko Notice ttut sioco our restless 
ulrenarics bare so strangely uDderrooE to spread 
abnMul their Popish Poyson ovciy week, the pub- 
lisher of this paper will in like numncr weekly 
supply him with an antidote against iL" Tho 
pun is obvious. 

1688.— Bibllotheca Universalis, or an His- 
torical Accompt of Books and Transactions of tho 
Learned World. Began Anno Dom. mdclxxxvui. 
No. I.January, 1C88, 128 pp., 12 ma, monthly. 
Edinburgh, printed by John Beid for Aloxondcr 
Ogston and William Johnuton, stationers. 

"Each nionetb," said the introductory note,"shall 
consist of six sheets at least, which may be bad 
from tho atationen thcmsclvea for 7 pence — vie, 
Alexander Ogston, in the Parliament Cl<we, and 
William Johnston, overagainst the Court of 
Quards." 

This journal has tho honour of being tho first 
attempt made in Edinburgh to publish a review. 
Its programme included accounts " of what is doing 
abroad by the learned world, and also to report 
what the virtuosos and learned among ourselves 
ore pleased to communicate. Our stationery trade,* 
oo&tinne the publishers, " going not 'veiy far as 
yet, and it being too much for a private atodt to 
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brinjr home all aorta of booka, thorcforo the 
Bccompta of many books mnst be tslcca upoa the 
crcditofthosewhopublishtheinabraad,'* Bcliimoo 
wu chiefly placed upon the two conbincDtal 
journala, the BibiioUieqva Univeraelle and tho 
Sittoirt'de OuvrageM det Sgavana of Paris — whoso 
names seem to hare suggested Uiat of the Edin- 
burgh publication. 

Its projector and editor was J<An Cockbum, 
minister at Ormiston, East Lothian, whcro he bad 
been settled in 1GI13. lie experienced much 
diilieulty in starting his journal, for application had 
fint to bo mode to nn uncnthusiostic Privy Council 
for authority to proceed. Ho was encouraged, 
however, by the fact that " such a work had created 
a healthy interest and emulation in Engtand, 
Franco, Qermony, and Holland," and at length 
succeeded in obtaining the ncccssaiy pcnnissioD. 
Tho license, however, did not long remain in force. 
On Uarcfa 13, it waa withdrawn bcforoa second 
number could be sent out. Fountainhall* gives 
the reason — " the Chancellor, thinking aomo 
passages of it reflected on the Popish religion, 
especially the abstract of Smith's Dissertation and 
Mabillion'a lluaeum Ztalictim, though he bo a 
Jeanit ; therefore he diachargcd him to print any 
more and by huneelf alone recalled Uie Privy 



b,Googlc 



IM Tlu EJinhitrffh PtriodUal Pret$. 

CooQcil'a order, aod said be would caiue hia own 
ohuTchmen do it better." Such arbitrary treat- 
ment does not seem to have turned Cockbum 
ogainat King James, for he was on August 20, 
1689, deprived for not reading the proclamation of 
William and Mary's ascension of the throne, and 
for refusing to pray for their new llajesties. 

That the editor had a worthy zeal is shown by 
a footnote which he appends to one of the reviews 
— " If any desire to see this curious book, the iirst 
part whereof has been hero extracted, they may 
find it with Ur. Hugh Craig, merchant, or Mr. 
Mosmaa, stationor," The first number was con- 
feosedly too muoh dependent on foreign journals, 
but more originality was promised for the future 
that onfortuoately never came. 

1688.— Tha Test Paper. With Allowance. 
Holy-Rood-House. Printed by Mr. P. B., * 
Enginier, Printer to His Meet Excellent Majesty 
for His Houshold, Chappcl, and CoUedge. 
UDCLXXXViiL Na 1. Folio, 4 pp. In Xo, 2 
the title was changed to Tha WeeHy Tat Paper. 
It is dated " Wednesday, May the 16th." As the 
name indicates, Tks Tat Paptr was mainly con* 



* ThcM were the initikU of k vemtile knd encrgotio 
foreigiwr iuni«d Fet«r BrauM or Bnioe. (Sea Cowwi'a 
"Holyrood FnM,' p. 8.) 



rat.:,.:,G00Qlc 



PuhlU Oeeumneet. 155 

cemed wilh tho Test Act of ICSl and IC8&. 
Being prepared in tho intcroeta of James U, Thi 
Teat Paper denounced the enactment, which it 
ridiculed as " the Uighty Uan of War, tho Test"; 
" the aupposod Wall of Defcaec about the Church 
of England," and so on. lo Ko. 2 the argument 
was that the law was contrary to the Qolden Bula 
Only two numbers of this paper are known to 
exisL Neither of them containa news, and each 
may bo regarded rather as a pamphlet or tract than 
as a newspaper. They were reprints of a London 
journal, which ran to four numbei« at least, the 
last being issued on May 30. The London pub- 
lisher was George Croom. 

1688.— Public Occurrences Truely Stated. 

With Allowance. Folio, 4 pp. Tuesday, May 2dth. 
1083. Holy-Kood-Hoaae. Printed by Mr. P. R, 
Enginier, Printer to tho King's Moat Excellent 
Majesty, for His Boushold, Chappol, and CoUcdge. 
MDCLXXXViiL This is the only number of ttko 
print that bos been found. Mr. Cowan states 
that, "like The Tent Paper, it is a reprint of a 
paper issued in London. The first number of the 
latter is dated February 21, 1687-8, and it seems 
to have appeared weekly thereafter, but it is 
uncertain how long it continued. The latest 
number which has come under notice is No. 34, 
dated October 2, 1688." PiiUie. Ocoumiuwt 
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ooDtaina, as the name woold suggest, a goodly 
proportioD of news, the third page being ao devoted. 
The rest of the paper is token up with the usual 
polemia The editor had his woes : — " I know," 
he says, " it can bo no great news to tell you that 
the Author of this poor paper is malign'd and call'd 
a thousand ill names for his honest endeavours to 
sorre the government. He has had many scofob 
of reviling and threatening letters on that occasion." 
The London issue bore the imprint : " Printed by 
George Larkin, at the Two Swans, without 



1688.— The Weekly Journal flrom London. 
With Allowance. No. 4 boa been seen : Wednesday, 
May the 30th. 4 pp. folia Holyrood House: 
printed by Ur. P. H., Enginier, Printer to the King's 
Host Excellent Majcstyfor His Honahold, Chappcl, 
and Colledge. hoclxxxviil It begins: — "Wo 
are now enquiring afWr the Honesty of this 
hum-dnim Teat, if any body knew where to find 
it: some aay it is fled into Alsatia for refuge, and 
'tia bad pursuing it for broken bones." The writer's 
opinion of James IL is shown by this sentence : — 
* What Prince ever swaying the English sceptre 
was endowed with more Wisdom, Prudence, 
UodeisUon, and all other Uonarchical perfection 
than oar jmsent most Excellent Sovereign shines 
iinrth in the ^Urj of : yet is of the Bomao Catholio 
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CommamoiL" The above is the only eumple 
of the paper that hni been foand, sad ita number 
of ianiea is unkoowD. 

1688.— The Christian Dulrnall. Tbia name 
oocura In a list of eight books which aoorrospondeat 
to Nota and Qtieria,* who rigncd himself J.O., 
gave as having been issued &om the Holyrood 
Press, 1686-1688. All effort to discover a copy 
has been unsuccessful. The descriptive adjective 
in the title is so unusual at the time that ite use 
in this case marks out the paper, if it ever existed. 
T^ero was a New Ckrittian Iftwt in 1643. 

1689— Orange Gazette. With Allowance. 
From Tuesday, Feb. 19, to Friday, Feb. 22, 168^ 
4 pp. folio, the third being blank. Beprintod in 
the year 1689. 

lie following number added the 'sub title 
" with Extraordinary news at Home and Abroad," 
had the signature " A," was a single sheet folio, 
and was dated Feb. 21-26, 1689. The imprint 
was the same. The next issue was dated Feb, 26- 
March 1, and the following March 1-5, both 
being ungle sheets folio, with the same imprint. 
It is likely that these papers were produced in 
Edinburgh, although the name of the city does 
not appear on them. Its absence would be suf- 
ficiently explained by the Andenon monopoly if 
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they woro printed in ooatraventioa of it The 
Constable "CSoUcctioa of Trute" had "3 noa. 
Ediiibai{;h 1689." The original issue began in 
IiMidon in 1688, and the name sufficiently indi- 
cates the side the journal esponsed in the 
transition time dnring whieh it was published. 

1689— The London Gazette. Published by 
Anthority. From Thursday, March 14, to 
Uooday, iiarch 18, 1688. Single sheet folio. 
Edinburgh: Reprinted in the year 1689. Close 
I»intcd across the page. No further issues hare 
oome under notice. The original issue began at 
Oxford in 1665. 

1690— Mercurliu Reformatus. This journal, 
the first issue of which appeared on Wednesday, 
Ifay 6, 1689, io London, sets oat its purpose 
thus— 

** Among the IrreffulAritiea ktUnding th« lut two 
rrigns thkt of Kiibbling wceklj aecounta of, And 
B«fl«ctl<His upon public Tnnuctiou wm non« of the 
l«att> The Onind Popwh llAOkgen at Court wera not 
pleaacd with chektiog the Nktion out of ita Libertiee and 
the beet of ite Atriota out of their livea nnleu to the 
boot, thej Mt K*work a eort of Journeymen to cheat the 
Um thinking part of tbe people out of their reaaon and 
■eaaea bj their pen* "— 



* JTeft* mul ^mu. Sod Seriea, ix^ 3S9. 
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And th« MercvriuB Reformaiv* was intended to 
oonnteract the muchief (bat was thus done and 
might still bo done. A journal of this kind was 
almost certain of a welcome in Scotland, and it 
was accordingly reprinted in Edinburgh during 
1C90 and 1691. One number for June 4, 1690, 
in folio, reprinted b/ the Heir of Andrew 
Anderson, exists, as well as numbers for Friday, 
Uay 29, 1691, 4 pp. folio, " Edinburgh : reprinted 
in. the year 1691"; and for Friday, May 8, 
1691, 4 pp. folio, " Edinburgh : reprinted by 
the Heir of Andrew Anderson, Printer to their 
Uoat Excellent Majesties. Anno Dom. 1691." 
Like the London original, the reprint bore the 
sub title of the Ntw Obtervaior. A table of con- 
tents followed the facadtug. The numbers indicate 
what Chalmers hod " some reason to believe, tbap 
this new Ohservator was printed at Edinburgh by 
other printers as well as by tho heir of Andrew 
Anderson."* Tho conductor is undcntood to 
have been James Wclwood, MJ)., and the London 
issue ran till 1691, and then, under tho name of 
ifercuriiM BrUarmicvs, till 1694. It was also 
reproduced in Amsterdam and Rotterdam. 

1690.— The Present State of Europe ; or. 
the Historical and Political Udrcury: giving 



* MS. CoU«cttODS, p. U7. 
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an Aooount of alt the Publick and Prirato Occur- 
rencM that are moat considerable in cveiy Court, 
for the month of October, IGOO, with curious 
reflectiona opon ereiy State. To be continued 
monthly: from the orif^nol published at the 
Hague by the Aatbority of the State of Holland 
and West Fricsland, in the somo size and fineness 
of Paper, for encouragement of any who shall 
devise to bind any quantity of them by way of 
book. Edinburgh: reprinted by the Heir of 
Andrew Anderson, Printer to their Moat Excellent 
llajesties, Anno Dom., 1690, and are to be sold at 
their shop in the North side of the Cross, and at 
Mistress Qgston's shop in the Parliament Gloss. 
No. 1. October, 1690. 34 pp., small 8ro, printed 
across ttie page. 

The whole of the foregoing appeared on the 
first page of each number, which also contained a 
table of ocmtents. The second page of Xo 2, had 
the words, " Licensed Dccemb. 4, 1690. [Signed] 
J. Froaer." This notice appeared in all the iasnes 
up to that for July, 1601. The fourth number 
was numbered No. 1, Vol U, and considerably 
amplified the title. It added "Monthly" before 
" Mennuy," described the " occurrences " as " Civil, 
Ecoleoostical, and Militaiy," and after "Court" 
^inted "the vaiioud interests of Princes, their 
several Claims, Diaputes, and Intrigues, tee." At 
(he aune time a short Utle was adopted for head- 
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ing pof^ 3. It nio, " The HUtorical and Political 
Ucrcuty for the month of January, 1691" 38 ppi 
The Uorch, 1691, issuo contained the foltowinff 
" adrertiwment " . — " The reason of the Merewry't 
coming out ao late in the month ia because the 
Paoquct>boat with the Letters on the 6th instant 
in which it wu sent was taken by the French." 
The October number let readers know that the 
preceding twelve numbers could bo hod in one 
volume from the printer — on arrangement which 
ignored pagination and numbering. A similar 
notice in December indicated that the year's 
numbers could bo hod in a complete volume. It 
is unknown whether further publication took 
place in Edinburgh. 

The peculiarity of this periodical is that it is a 
reprint of a London transIatioB of a foreign news- 
paper. The Mercwn Hittorique et Politique was 
started at The Hague in 1686 by Q. de Courtilz 
do Sandras, and ran to 1777. It was reproduced 
in London under the title of The Oeneral Hiatory 
of Europe, contaiiud in the Hietorioal and 
Folilieal Mercuriea, by L Phillips, who dated his 
first volume 1690. In subsequent volumes tho 
title pages stand us in the Edinhuigh reprinL 
The London reproduction ran to forty-five volumes, 
1690-1733. It wae also reprinted in Dublin. 

1691.— Dublin Intelll8;8nce, giving a true 
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Aeooant of tho Killing of several Bappareea ia 
Ireland. Na38. Published by Authority. Single 
■faeet Iblia From Tuesday, June 9, to Wednes- 
day, June 10, 1691. Printed at Dublin and 
Reprinted at Edinburgh, Anno Dom., 1691. It is 
unknown whether other numbers were pabliahcd 
at Edinburgh. 

^0 wholo contents of this odd sheet ore a grim 
catalogue of the slaughter or capture of Irish 
rapparocs. This extract will suffice as an 
example : — 

"On fiundAj Lut Collonel Beccher, LicuUiiftnt Collonol 
Uooro, Knd OpUin Dern^rd, with tho MilitU under 
titeir Gommand, nuirehed from WintarvAry into the 
enamiet' Quartern, killed between forty and Sft; ItHp- 
pUfMm, brougkt off 1,100 licnd of BUck Cbttle, 1,800 
■hwp, nnd IX Oarranii, and relumed to their mpectivo 
(Juarten without the lout lon^" 

The Bapparees wore the irregular Irish soldiers, 
who carried pikes and took part in the wars of 
1688-92. Their characteristics made their name 
synonymous with bandit, robber, freebooter. 

No. 1 was published on September 30, 1690, in 
Dublin, and the paper was also reprinted in 
London. This is the only known Edinburgh 
teproduotion of an Irish periodical 

1609.— The EdinbQrsrh Gazette. Namb. 1. 
Tnm ToMday, Felnraary 28, to Thursday, Maich 
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2d, 1699. i. sh., folio : 2 cols, to the page. Edin- 
burgh : printed by Jomci Watson in Craig'a Clom, 
on the north-sido of the Croaa.* On coL 4 
appeftrcd this notice . — 

" Adrertiionient — Tlio publuhing of thia Oatetu \m 
inteoded to be tnticlt anoncr tnd «1m much fuller hor*- 
titmr : For M j<A ncttlicir hath tha Publisher goUoa 
Corr«ipotideiit< Mtllnd throughout the Kingdom for 
Intelligence ; nor the PreM (and other things that muat 
be h>d towarda the quick Diapfttch thereoO ^ut >" ■*'^ 
order a* ore neccsmr ; But in lime coiuiag, all thiuga will 
ba in readincM that within 4 or 6 houn after the Poet 



* Another edition of No. 1 exista. It ia on exact 
reprodnction of the above, with tho exception that it 
bears the worda, " Publialied by Authority,'' and bu the 
imprint, " Edinburgh : printed by Jolm Roid at his 
Prioting nouae in BcU'a Wynd." That it profoHM* to be 
imued by authority sliowa that it woa publiahed aubee- 
quent to Uar. 10, and the imprint throws the date atill 
farther forward— till after tho iaaue of No. 48. That 
WatMn's wo* the original iuue is further omured by 
the fact that Donaldson uys Rcid bod comiiUiacd that, 
after issuing the furniar's book on Uuabondry, he was 
not allowed to publish the-ffawJfs (see p. 208). Two 
edition* were also iMued of No. 2, both by Watson. One 
is wrongly numbered " No. I,* and ho* the type on page 
S smaller and the lines more crowded together to admit 
of nearly an additional column of matter being inwrtod 
in the first column of the first page. The other has a 
shorter Imprint ending it at the word " Cloea," and pnta 
** Tuesday, Uor. 8," in the dote in mistake for " Iltaiaday.' 
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Mtinth, the OauUt will be publUlied ; uid u »ooa tw 
poMible CorreapondcoU slull be MtUed for Inland newa. 
Any who hare advcrtuoiuenU to pnbliah, nu; «eod 
thom to Um Printar'* IIouh whore tlioj bIuiII be ioMrt 
la dw OttMU on raaaonabU Urm*." 

Th« eontenbi of the iosno connstcd of a proclama- 
tion conoenung the exeiM, two local paragraphs, 
and the above " Adrcrtisemont," the remainder, 
more than half of the entire paper, being occupied 
vith intelligcDce from outaide of Scotland. 

The price at which the Qazettt was published 
was probably (me penny. At least, Ko. 3 eon* 
tained a note which leads to that inference. 
Arrangements were there mado for subscribera 
linng beyond the city bounds receiving the 
p^r:— 

** Wlioeoerer would oonabuitlj have copye* thereof and 
lire ODt of town . . . ererj week thejr ehall have two 
eopjrei of the Oaiellt endoHcd in a paper directed for them 
and eont to the Poet Office, and at the Receipt thereof 
tfcej ehall be obliged to pay a penay for each Gaittt 
boaida the Fontage which in thought to be the leaat that 
can be allowed oonaidering the iocloeing and directing u 
above,* 

la No. 17 it waa intimated that "whole setts of 
Oiuetita we to be sold at John Valbmge'a shop," 
A supplement, or " EdiTiburgh OasttU Elxtroc 
ndinaiy," was oocanooally issaed. 

The projector of the OasetU was James Donald- 
Ma, wlw bid had a varied career beibn be settled 
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dowD M " the writer of the OoMtte" as ho calla 
himself, or the " Gazetteer " as ho is named in the 
Records of ths Privy Council. Id one of bia 
petitions to that august body, he says of himself 
that — " Uaring levied a company of foot at his 
own charge, anno 1689, and having served in the 
Earl of Angus's Rcgimeot [the C^meninianB] till 
the Bamc waa reduced from 20 to 13 companies, 1^ 
which exporiencGS and being quite out of tho way 
of business, bo was so involved in debt that in n 
few years after all his mcoiiS were quite 
exbaustcd." For a livelihood he turned to 
journalism. He required the imprimatur of the 
Privy Council before ho could actively pursuo that 
profession, but bo boldly anticipated their approval 
nnd sent out his first number, as above, without 
the mystic words, "Printed by Authority" upon 
it. Before Xc 4 was due he had received official 
rceognition. The Act of the Privy Council " in 
favors of Jamea Donaldson for printing the OasetU" 
was dated March 10, 1699, and is oa follows?— 

"Anent Uke petition given in to tlie Lord* at hi« 
irajut^'i Privy Coundll be Jmic* DonitldMHt, nicrtJiiuit 
ii Edinburgh, shewing that the petitioner doeth humbly 
conceive the publUhing of Ane Guett in tLiii pkce con- 
taineing ane Abridgment of fToraigne newec, togither with 
the occumncea «t home, may be both uscf utl and n tiafieiug 
to the leidgea, and actually hath publiahcd (ne or two to 
Me how it may be liked, sad ao larr aa he could imderstutd. 
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tha proJMt WH approTod of b; verf badj. And Uier»- 
hr% bumbljr •upplinting tbe ttid Lords to tba efToct 
After m«Dtion«d : The Lords of IIu Uftjeaty'i Vtxvy 
Cbuocill, hareing contidorod thia petition given in to ibma 
bj the above Jamee DonaldAon, They doe hereby gnnt 
full wamnd and authority to the petitioner for publiah- 
ing the abore Gazett, and diiKhargea any other pcnonea 
wbataoovar to pen or publiiih the like under tbe ponaltie* 
of forfaulUng all the coppice to tbe petitioner, and farder 
p«ynieiit to hini of the lomme of ane hundred pounda 
Boote money by and attour the fomid conlitcation aud 
fM^aultnre, and recotuinenda to tbe Lord Iligh Chancellor 
to Domiaab and appoint a particular pereone to be auper- 
visor of the Mid GaMtta before they be axpoaed to publict 
view, printed, or sold." 

DonaldsoD left no Btone UDturned to CDsarc the 
initial tuccosB of bia paper. Ho applied for tbo 
approval and support of the Scottish Convention 
of Burghs, whoM minute of Februaiy 10, 1609, 
stAodfl : — " !nie Conventiane remitts to the Comity 
that it is to sit after disolveing of this Convention 
. . . the proposall given in by Jadics Donaldsonc 
anent the publishing of one Edinburgh Gozct and 
to give him such encouragement therein as they 
shall think fitt, they always advancing no monie, 
bat remitts that part to the Qenoral Convention 
in Jttlljr."* The Convention again met in Edin- 
borgh on July 4, when they had had four months' 

**'It«oordaof Oimveationof BoyalBori^ tBT?*!?!!" 
p^STt. 
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oxperieneo of tbo pftpor. After coiuideration, 
they " appoint the agent to pay him tho uwme of 
tbrety pound storline for hia cncoumgemcnt to 
contioow in publiahing the Edinburgh Qozct, 
to the next general convcnaione and recommends 
to all the royal borrowt as they think fitt to concert 
and nggrec with tho said Ur. Donaldson for fur* 
niehing any of them tho nowes and goeota by 
overie post."* 

It docs not appear that tho paper ever again came 
before tho Convention, but we know that its advice 
was not ignored. Uontrose became a subscriber 
for two copies. The Town Council of Stirling 
anticipated tho Convention's recommendation, 
finding an opportunity for ectuiomy in the new 
journal. Their minute of May 20, 1699, reads 
that, " considering that they may be served by tho 
Edinburgh Oasett, which contains both forraigno 
and domcatick occurrences at one far more easy 
rate than by the traoaoctioa formerly made with 
John Murray, gencrall postmaster, therefor they,' 
. pas from and overgive the said transaction for the 
future, and appoints tho clerk to acquaint the said 
John Murray therewith that ho forbear firotn 
henceforth to send any Gozotts or Flieing Foot 
oewcs hera"t 

*IbiA,p.2M. 

t "£xtacU from Ueoordi of Stirling, 1GC7-174&,'' p. 9a 
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Donaldson docs not appear to havo stood 
unaided, at least at the bcginniiig. He had one 
noble patron whose name unfortunately hoa been 
lout. Soon after the start of tho journal, he wrote 
to this patron detailing to him the trouble he was 
enoountering, as well as the progress he was 
making : * "It grows daily hotter, and I doubt not 
but in a very short time it may prove a veiy profit- 
able thing, but I meet with a great deal of cnvicrv, 
for not only is Hn, Anderson using all her 
endeavours against me, but I have the envy of 
sneh as keep coffee houses and thoso who used to 
write news letters, so that it is vcty hard for me 
to keep a sure footing where bo many eyes ore 
upon mo and waiting for my halting." 

l£n. Anderson's opposition arose from the strict 
way in which she construed tho rights that had 
been conferred upon her husband and continued 
to herself. Nothing that was remotely connected 
with government would she consent to appearing. 
This, however, was not Donaldson's only hindrance. 
He continues; — " I find myself at a little incon- 
veniency in printing of the Gazette, for, besides 
iln. Anderson, who requires me in her inatnt- 
ment to employ her, the man who printed my 
book of Husbandly [Beid] alleges I wrong him in 



'"£dMtuyk (^»artM Seprint," p. S3. 
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going by now. And this man now employed in 
printing the GazetU I cannot handsomely leave, 
in respect he wrought for mo at the beginning 
when none would undertake it. So that I am 
resolved to serve all alike, to provide myself with 
a press and aa much letter as will do it" 

With No. 42, however, in spite of Donaldson's 
dctcrmioation to stand by Watson, ho again 
employed Rcid, the imprint of tbo Gazette bccom* 
ii)g, "Edinburgh, printed by John Reid at bis 
Printing House in Bell's Wynd." Why the change 
was made is not clear, but perhaps tho reason was 
not unrcmotely connected with a calamity that 
befell Donaldson on June 8. On that day he was 
committed to prison by order of tho Privy Council 
" for printing several things in his QastUe which are 
not truths and for which he has no warrand." Five 
days afterwards ho humbly craved tho mercy of 
the Council on the ground that his journal vras 
proving of public service, " notwithstanding be was 
dissuaded by moat of his friends from attempting 
to undertake it as a thing that could not defray 
the changes of printing intelligence." Ho begged 
that his fault be overlooked, and that the Council 
would " give him instructions how to act for tlie 
future." The Council took a lenient view of bis 
offence, and liberated him, although at the 
same time they made aTraogemeats for the due 
revision of the QaselU by a committee of their 
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own body before it was published. * It does not 
appear what port, if any, Watson had in these 
ovcut^ but they may have been the cause of 
the separation between printer and publisher. 
Donaldson's only discororable reference to the 
change was made in 1 705, when be said " he found 
it in his interest to disengage himself of Watson. 

SeTorol changes in the imprint occurred while 
Bold was the printer. In No. 236— Thursday, 
June 19, to Monday, Juno 23, 1701 — ^it became — 
"Edinbargh: printed by John Bcid and sold in 
the shop immodintcly below the Caledona Coffco 
House." At No. 323— April IS-April 20, 1702— 
theprinterbecame JohnReid.Junr., at bis father's 
address. On Juno 4-8 (No. 336) Bcid removed 
to a new printing establishment in Liberton's 
Wynd, where he earned on bis business for several 
years. 

For 6ve years Donaldson continued to publish 
bis paper, until he was involved in considerable 
difficulties. These arose out of the starting 
of the Edinbti^h CouvotU, in February, 1705, 
by Adam Boig. Donaldson held that the licence 
he had obtained from the Privy Council coa- 
fcired upon him a newspaper monopoly for the ' 
oapitaL When Boig was granted a similar right he 
lodged a protest with the Council on the ground 

•*'Beg.Friv.CiHiBcil,'JaiM8andl3,1609. * 
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that Boig's licence wu an infringement of his pri\i- 
Icgc* His motion, however, in some way &ilcd, 
and Boig tried every expedient to ouat bia rival 
from the good gnuxs of the citizens. He undersold 
him to the extent of 43. per quire. Donnldson 
retaliated by reducing his price also, bat Boig 
carried on tho wariaro by declariog that the 
CowraiU was snpcrior both in home and foreign 
news, and that Donaldson hod ceased to have any 
interest in tho Oaselte, Thin really seems to 
hnvo been tho cose. Donaldson declared that the 
unscrupulous methods of his advcrsaiy hod 
actually reduced him to tho verge of ruin, and 
that on Uay 7, 1705, ho hod left off publishing 
the Oazette by himself. He seems to have tmns- 
fcrrcd his rights to John Bissat, who was 
apparently a partner with him in tho business. 
At the samo time he took core that he would bo 
able to recall the gift when circumsbmcca proved 
more favourable, for " he gave no power to John 
Bissat, .but a bare pcrmiasion during pleasure." 
Boig, however, soon got into trouble himself, as 
shall be told in its proper place, and the Privy 
Council exercised a sovereign impartiality by sus- 
pending both the Oazdte and the Counmt on 
June 26, 1705, although Donaldson hod no port 

' The whole controvert^ can be i-end at lengtli ia the 
HaitUod "MiMclUny," II., Ul-271. 
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in Boi^s offence. Tbifl waa hard treatment, and 
the Council seemed soon to realin this, for, while 
not iatcrferiog with the licence they hod given to 
Boig, the/ removed the " stop " on the OasetU on 
July 24, 1705, and at the some time continued 
Iba embargo on the CoararU. 

Donaldson's difficulties, however, were by no 
means over, for be had to suspend publication 
bofbcfl another year hod passed. * 

leOO.-The History of the Works of the 
Learned : or an Impartial Account of Books 
lately printed in all parts of Europe. With 
a particular Relation of the State of Learning^ 
fn each Country. 

This litenuy periodical was started in London 
in January, 1699, being printed for U. Rhodes at 
the Star, near Fleet Street It was CO pp., small 
4to, and said : " We shall be veiy sparing of our 
censures. . . It is our design to keep a medium 
betwixt tedious extracts and superficial catalogues 
mode up out of Title and Preface." The journal 
penetrated to Sootlaad, and in April, 1699, a 
reprint was undertaken by James Watson of 
Edinboigh. He used the same extended title, 
and in hii fint issue explained his position : — 

* Bm p. iS»-£dMuryA OvUte, 1706. 
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"Tha nndertikcra of It«piinting tliis JTiMtorji ben 
tliinlc (t)i« prJM being eM>y) it laty be or niiigulAr um. 
Aftor tlio publiatiiiig of it in Londoo, thrjr have a copy 
•ent bj- ihe next pmt, nnd will lie publinhcd in eight (Ufi 
after it eonicB to tlieir hxnd: which will )w long tirfure 
the Dookacllei-s oiii hAvo their Ijondon copioa aent ilown 
to thom : mnd IkmiIvm, the price u a third part leu th«a 
what thej are bought fomt I»ndon,itnd uothAtf of what 
tlinw London copica arc aold fur hero.' 

The impiint ran, " Edinburgh : printed by James 
WatAon, and sold by John Valtnnge at his shop a 
little above the Croaa. 1609. Price 7 Pence" 
The April number was 56 pp., small 4to, the same 
nzo u the London issue. Watson printed at 
least eight monthly issues, the last known being 
that for Xovcmber, 1G99. It is probable that no 
further reprints were made. The copy of the 
Hiatory in the Advocates' Library substitutes 
these eight numbers for the English original, and 
after November, 1609, reverts to the London issue, 
which continued till 1711 at least 

The-HiaUyry is interesting to Scotsmen because 
of the eonnectioQ with it of Qeorgo Ridpath, that 
valiant ebampioa of Presbyterianism. It would - 
appear * that John Dunton, the well known 
IJondon bookseller, projected " for the promotion 
of learning ... a monthly journal of books 

•John DuDtoa'a "Life and Erron" [1618^ pp. 180^ 
198-& 



o,Googlc 



214 Tkt Edinlurffh Periodical Prett. 

printed in London mod beyond the sea," which ho 
named at fint A SttffUrMni to th$ Athenian. 
Mtretury, a newspaper he was running, and after- 
wards 3?^ Compldt lAbrary: NewB for the 
Ingenixnu. He Ba}*a the whole desif^ losted for 
about ten months, but his figure is hardly 
accurate, for copies of the CompUte Library are 
extant from Uay, 1692, to April, 1694. Its 
career, however, was cut short by a certain 
Monsiear L de la Croee, who hod started a rival 
publication on the same lines, and with the title 
of Ths Worke of the Learned. Dunton accom- 
modated himself to the new sitoation by dropping 
his review and "joining with Lecrose's bookseller," 
the new venture being called by the extended 
title abov& But " Lecrose dying it was discon- 
tinued though the Bome design under the same 
title is yet [1705] on foot and managed by several 
hands one of which is the ingenious llr. Ridpath." 
Dunton's admiration for Bidpath was great. " He 
•corns," he tells us, "to receive a farthing of 
'copy-money* tilt fae knows what numbers are 
sold off He was veiy fortunate in engaging in 
(he History of the Works of the Learned, which 
was originally my own thoughts." 

Anotiier periodical with the same name, but 
hftTing no oonneotioD with the above journal, was 
b^nn in London in Jan., 1737, through the com- 
Iwuttum of two kindred publications, the Pretmt 
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StaU of th4 Sepublie of LetUn and tbo Literary 
Magazine, It lasted till December, 1743, fttlcut. 

1705.— The Edinburgrh Courant.* Pub- 
lished by Authority. Ko. 1. From WcdDcaday 
14 to ilondsy 19 Fcbraary, 1705. Sinj^lo sheet 
folio, two columns. Edinburgh: printed by James 
Watson, ID Craig's Close, and sold at the Exchange 
Coffee House, 1705. 

In spite of tbo fact that Donaldsoa held 
authority to print a oevspapcr ia Edinburgh, 
which expressly forbade, under penalty, anyone 
"penning or publishing the Uko," Adam Boig 
petitioned the Privy Council early in 1705 for 
permission to start a journal. Ho wished to pro- 
duce it three times a week — Uonday, Wednesday, 
and Friday. Besides printing the usual homo and 
foreign news, he specially aimed at giving ship- 
ping intelligence, in the hope that this "will 
prove a great advantage to merchants," and be- 
cause that branch was "now altogether neglected." 



* There b«va been ftt Icut thrw nprinU of No. 1. Ono 
was iMued with the paper in IS&O, uid wia ftccompBiiied 
bf an article. Hie whole mu eubtequeDtlj aeat out in 
pamphlet fonn with coniiderable addition*. Another 
bean that it waa printed hj J. Lilh^w it Bon, 34 Ann 
St., Qlaagow. Se« alio Head'* " Iteprinta of Newqiaper^ 
&0." 2ndSerie«. Olaigowi D. Swan. 
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Hu oava was granted on Febnuuy 13, 1705, the 
nooesauy " Aot " saying tliat — 

" tha Mid lords doa Wrby allov And grant wamnd to 
tli« petitioaer to wtt furth aod priot ane paper entituled 
SdMwyk Currant, contaiaing the romarkaUe forreign 
nowea from tbo porta withta the Kingdom, when aliipa 
comM and gOM and from whence ; ho alwa^ being 
aiuwarable for the aamen, and for the newea therein 
■peeified and aett down." 

Within a wook his first number was published. 
To gather information he had procured corrospon* 
dents from among the Custom house officers at 
the various ports, except in Aberdeen, where a 
ooSee house keeper did the aenrico. 

The (mly notice of the start in the journal itself 
was in the note which appeared in its last 
colamn: — '"S\m aBthOT hereof having upon the 
13 instant got an Act of Her Majest/s most 
Hononiable Privy Coonoil to print and publish 
the Foreign and Home news thrise weekly, viz^ 
Uonday, Wednesday, and Friday, the same will bo 
continued from this day forward. Noia. Advert 
tisements may be put in this Courant and for that 
end attendance will be given from ten aclook in 
the Forenoon till twelve and from two in the. 
Afternoon till twelve at the Exchange Coffee 
House in Edinborgh." 

Ai already stated, Capt. Dooaldsfm of the. 
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OazetU at ooce oomplnined aj^ainsl the iDfrioge- 
tnent of his monopoly, but &■ no aetion was tahea, 
Boig continued to force the sale of bis joom^. 
He practically succoedod ic driving hia rirol off 
the field. 

Bat disaster awaitod the Cowrant. The law of 
copyright between England and Scotland per- 
mitted aome peculiarities of procedure, but in 
1705 the patriotic indignation of the Scottish 
printers, and more especially of the Scottish 
Manufactory Paper Mills Company, was aroused 
by the claim of on English confrere, which appeared 
at the ood of the English book, Hodges' " War 
betwiit tho British Kingdoms Coostdered," to the 
effect that Scottish printers were, as Scotsmen 
interpreted the words, la " dependence on those of 
England, and could not reprint any book without 
their license or permiflsion."* To prove Ute 

* Thp axBct words of the "Adrertwenient,* which wu 
printed on the tut jMge of tho book, were — " Whereu « 
Moond edition of the AuUior'i flmt trMtiae on 'The 
Bight* and lotereaU of the Two Britiah Uonorchie* wiUt 
reopect to ui United or Scpante StAt«' wu printed Kb 
Edinburgh without hia cunMnt or uking hia leave. Thia 
ja to Advertiae the Printera of Scotland That if Kay «hall 
reprint thia or anj other Hie TrMtiaet without hia con- 
_ aent, he will punue them for Damagea before the aecrat 
Council M Uaurpera upon hia Property knd DiMsouragen 
of hia Endeavoun for the Public Good and Serrica of tlw 
Nation." p. 165. 
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abanrdi^ of this claim, the printing of that very 
Tolnme wu set about, bnt the direct veto of the 
Soottiflb Privy Couneil pnt an end to the scheme, 
Erander Maolver, the company'B agent, hoverer, 
WAS not to be easily cowed, and he doteimincd to 

. fight the matter before the Council itself. As a 
prclimiuary, ho sent on advertisement to the 
Courant to the effect that the decision of the 
Coundl bad been come to parte vnavdita, and 
that be intended petitioning the Council to reduce 

. their own Act The advertisement was inserted 
in the issues of the Courant for June 22 and 25. 
The Council met on June 26, and, treating the 
matter as Utt nuy'es^, promptly stopped the 
publication of the offending journal.* The editor 
speedily acknowledged what ho called his " crime," 
and confessed that his joumal had been " most 
justly stopt on account of a most impertinent 
advertisement" The Cooncil, however, was not 
disposed to treat the case leniently, and it was not 
till October 2 that the order for suspension was 
removed. Boig then subscribed a somewhat 
humiliating undertaking— " That I shall publish 
nothing in my Courant concerning the Qovem- 
ment till first the same be revised by the clerks of 
Her Uiyesty's Privy Council." His reopening 
number was dated " From Uonday, the 25th of 

■SMl£dtUDd**Uii0dlany,"IL,>4»-Ua . 
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June, to Monday, the Sth of October, 1705." and 
he started with a vciy ehort summary of news for 
that period. The imfoint was, " Ediobut^g^h : 
printed by tho Heiiv and Succcesora of Andrew 
Anderson, Printer to the Queen's Host Excdlent 
Mnjeety, City, and Colledge. 1705." 

The tile of the Courant has not been available 
between September 25, 1706, and the correspond- 
ing date of next year. By tho tatter time, No. 
324, the imprint had become — " Edinburgh : 
printed by John Bcid, Junior, at Liberton's 
Wynd." In No. 479 (Sept. 22-24, 1708) the 
imprint ran simply — " Printed for the Author," 
but at Xa 605 the Reid imprint was resumed. 
During this time several " postscripts " were issued. 
The copy of No. 685, in the Advocates' Libnuy, 
contains the announcement, added by the sub- 
scriber who owned the copy, " This day the 
Courantier dyed," the date being Friday, Jan. 27, 
1710. Two of the immediate eficcts of Boig'a 
death were that there was no issue on the follow* 
ing Monday, and that No. 686 appeared without 
the legend, " with authority." The paper con- 
tinued, however, to bo issued regularly on the old 
lines till No. 706— Friday, the 17th, to Monday, 
the 20th March, 1710— when the original Oowrant 
came to an end.* 

' Vidt ScoU Comoii, 1710, and Defoe's Ontnmt, niO. 
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1705. — Obsemtor. or a Dialogue between 
' « ConDtiymaa and a Landwart Scboolmaster ood- 
eaning the ProoeediDgi of the IWliAmeiit of 
England in relation to Soote affairs. No. I, 
undated, 8 pp^, ISmo. Na 2, April 6, 1705. 
Ediobniigh. printed by John Beid, Tounger, ia the 
)rear If 05. 

Nok 1, eoriousljr enough, did not appear till near 
the end of ICajr, which explains its dateless con- 
dition when it actually did see the light. The 
first page was used as an extended title, the 
mattCT beginning oa pt 2. After Na 1 the short 
title ends with the word "Schoolmaster." Several 
nambers had no imprint. The size variod between 
4and8pp. 

As the title indicates, the contents take the 
form of a disoossion between a countryman and a 
" dominie " aa he is named. One or other of them 
ia represented as having been in Edinburgh, and 
the conversation takes place at some village a 
few miles from the city. On the whole, the 
O&ssrvotor is a Union pamphlet, although the 
speakers aomotimea wander &r irom that subject. 
On p. 4 of "Ho, 3 appears what may be termed the 
jooiiial's proepeotu»— 

" lbs kothor of thia pAper, {atcndlsg to Exhibit aomo 
■h— ti eoDtainlng i idiuiia of luch an uDion between the 
two kingdoiu u » oonnatant with the interMU of both, 
tosetiter with eone otho- impnvemeBU thst nay oo&tri' 
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but* to liu rstriving Um Honour WcallJi mid Power of 
thia NktioD ; from Mvenl Topicki not hitharto iniUUd 
oo hy Mijr lutLor : intendi to publish th» mna by yny 
of di»logu«, in ibMta or ludf afaeeta once or twioa a week, 
luppoaing this method will b« mnit defiuive and divert- 
lag and beat adapted to vulgar capacity. Tit hopod nooa 
will take ofTonce at any expreasion which aimpljr ooo' 
aidered may aceiu diugrecable, aeeing in eontroveniea 
managed b; way of dialogue, one of the paitiea ia 
commonly broufrht in advancing abaurditiea or hetorodox, 
tenet* that the oponent may have occation to detect the 
falacy thereof and refute it, aa ia commonly prutiaed iu 
controveniee about religion.* 

This programme wu hardly adhered to, the dates 
of Xo. 3 aod onward being April 17, April 20, 
May 2, Uay 16, June II, June 27, July 23. The 
author explained the three week^ pouw after 
May 16 aa arising from the holiday season. " The 
author perceiving that moat of the people are out 
of Town into whose hands he would have oome, 
resolves to proceed to the most material things as 
soon OS the vacance ia over, and in the meantime 
hopes the ezaminatioD of some of the present 
papers may not be unacceptable." That ho did 
not succeed in pleasing bis constituents ia apparent 
from the fact that he ended his paper with Ko, 9, 
July 23, 1706, although he atill inserted the 
notice — ^"Thia is to be continued twice a week. 
Advertisements ore token in at the Caled<niiaa 
Coffee House." 
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Stnugely enough, a No. 10 was published 
nearly a year afterwards — on Slay 25, 1706. The 
interlocuton resamcd the conversation with 
* Qood morrow to you, Dominie, I think we shall 
wear out of acqaaintonce ; it is hmg long since 
you and I had aa hour's discourse together." The 
new number was better printed than its pre- 
decessors, and oonaiatcd of 8 pp. There was no 
ImprinL The Obttrvator apparently finally ex- 
pired with it. 



1706.— The Paris Gazette. Published in 
English by authority. Edinburgh, printed by 
James Watson, and sold at Mr. Frccbaim's' shop 
in the Parliament Close, 4 pp., folio, price Two- 
pence: 2 olosely printed columns to the page. 
The first number was undated. No. 2 is dated 
" from Tuesday 12 to Friday 15 February, 1706." 

The fallowing advertisement appears in No. ^— 

"All Dobltiuon ftnd gcDtlamen, who desire that tbw 
newipapar hm; be trauiiuittod to tbeni, let tkein pleue 
to aend their dii'sclion to Mr. Freebaim'a shop in tho 
Fu-liunent Qom who will forward them carefully to theni 
twice eireiy week •■ occuion «1m11 olfer tind tlie mail* 
come ou, thej obliging themtelve* to paj to hitn Twelve 
pound Soot* hj the jrear, the one half thereof to be paid 
at IisinbiuaM next and the other at CaodlemaH there- 
after : Hie; being likewiM obliged to be at the charge 
of portage or carrisg* while in the oouatiy sad wheA in 
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Ediubui:^ thejr aluill luv« tiMm delivered at tlieir 
lodgins* bcf«n the/ aball ba puUiahod in the Mnet.* 

The Paria Qasttte wu nuido up of tvo part»-~ 
The Parit Qazetta and the HaerUm Cntnint 
Both sections ore apparently tnuulattons of tho 
continental nowspipen of the names given, and 
ore quito distinct from each other. In Na 2 each 
section is headed separately, and the date is 
. repeated. In No. 1 tho Paria QautU occupies 
2J pp., the remainder being given to the Covrant. 
The contents are reports of cuircnt events. Tho 
Ports OazeiU was regularly reproduced in the 
Edi7^burgh Gazette of the same year. Tho British 
Museum possesses two issues only. 

The names, Watson and Freobaim, rocall the 
fact that they, with another, obtained the poet of 
Boyal Printers for Scotland, in October, 1711, on 
the expiiy of the licence of ilrs. Anderson. When 
the Rebellion of 1715 broke out, Freeb&im, who 
was the son of a bishop, joined tho Pretender at 
Perth, and became his printer. Urs. Anderson, in 
consort with a man named Baskett, applied for 
and received tho patent which be hod thus for- 
feited. But Freebaim took proceedings for its 
restoration, and through on extraordinaiy act of 
clemency, was reinstated. King George continued 
to employ him and his assfgoeea till 1752. 

1706.— The Edinburgh Gazette. Published 
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hy Aathwity. Na 1 Friday, April, 25tli, 1706.* 
8 pp. tm. 4ta No imprint. Sometimea the issue 
laa to 4 ppi only, bat the 4to size yna maintained 
throngboat the series so far as it is 'iaao'tjx to 
exist. This was the only series of the OareUt 
inqoarta 

Whether Donaldson carried on his QasdU into 
1706 or not has not been discovered, but on the 
above date he made a new start. His explanation 
is given thus — ^"The Writer hereof, not hariog 
got the Oaxdia carried on to his Mind for some 
time past, beoause of several Obstructions, un- 
neoessaiy here to be mentioned ; but now having 
overcome several difficulties, he makes no doubt of 
carrying it dnely on for the future, and hence for- 
¥raid intends to nuko it of this Volume for the 
more Convenient binding to tbcso who keep 
Colections, and to begin a number of new eveiy 
Tear." To meet the charge of publishing unveri- 
fied news, he also states ho intends to " subjoin 
apart by itself, an Abatiact of all recuirkable 
passsges contained in the public Letters how 
alightly so ever the same may be grounded ; but 
with a JtTota that the sake wahts confirua- 
TION," — all which is needed " that the Bepntation . 
of the OtuetU might not be impaired." 

* It WM omioou* that i iDiipTint ihould occur to mod. 
Ihs loorth Friday U April, Vm, wu th* Klh. * 
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In ita Q«w fima, tiie paper vas meant to appear 
twice a- week — oa Monday and ThtmdajTi althongh 
the regaUr day of publicatioo vas sometimes 
delayed or advanced twenty-four hoars, and ooea- 
nooally only one iasae per week was sent oat. 
On the whole, the priating was badly done, 
namerous typographical errors occnrmg. Home 
news was evea in leas evidence than formerly, 
although advertisements usually filled the last 
page of each issue. During the first fortnight of 
September, a change of printer seema to have taken 
place, a title in now typo appearing, and the gener^ 
get-up of the journal showing distinct degenera* 
tioD. One issue only, Na 46, was published in 
the fiiat week of October (Oct 1-7). It was the 
worst printed of all, and is the tost known issue of 
this series of the OazeUe, if, indeed, it was not 
actually the last of all.* 

1707.— The Edinburg-h Flying* Post, or an 
impartial account of all Foreign News contained 
in the Publiok Letters, together with the Domcstio 
Occurences. Numb. 1, Thursday, February 20tb, 
1707 : 4 pp. folio, 2 columns to the page. " This 
paper is intended to be continued. Advertise- 
ments are to be taken in by Mr. Andrew Symson 
at the foot of the Horse Wynd, printer thereof 

* Sm p. iSA—Edu^ursk OautU, 1707. 
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No. 2 WM dated " Thorsday Feb. 20th to Tuesday, 
Feb. 25, 1707 ' and consisted of two pages only. 

Two and a half pages of the first issue wore 
(devoted to an aooount of oventB abroad, dated Paris. 
Then followed a list of the Soottisb Uembers of 
Fariiament returned to tbo first British Parlia- 
ment, the rest of the paper being taken up with 
miscellaneous paragraphs of home and foreign 
newa. Na 2 contained no Soottisb or home news. 
No further iasnes are known. 

It is possible that the Ediriburyh Courant 
Bwiewtd may hare token the place, and been the 
oontinoatioD, of the Flying Pott. The sub titles 
of each are practically identical and both hod the 
same printer and publisher. If this be so, ^en 
Donaldson may have used these journals when the 
Sdinburgk OaxeUe was under suspension. 

1707.— The Edinburgh Courant Reviewed, 
together with fresh and impartial intelligence of 
all the Foreign News contained in the Fublick 
Letters, with Domestic Occurences. This paper 
is intended to be continued. Advertisements are 
to be taken in by Mr. Andrew Symson at the 
foot of the Horse Wynd, printer thereof Na I, 
Harsh 6, 1707, s. sh. folio, two cols, to the pag& 

This paper arose out of the quarrel that raged 
between James Donaldson aod Adam Boig. The 
<q^ening statement says ^^ . 



rat.:,.:,G00glc 



Edinburgh CouraiU RerUwed. 227 

** It having been tho rnideftvour of ona who alia bim- 
■elf tha aulhor of Uie Edinbur^K Courant, though in 
propriet/ of cpMch, Uie collector of Fntginwita of the 
Lmtdon Courant uid Djrcia Letter* ever BJiica his eneroach- 
ment to depreciat the OattiU, and bj hie profound polk/ 
to gain the p^pwcrjtn to hia aide, to talio amcb paina to 
■cll the laid Co*r>tnt and to do their utmont to hinder the 
publication of the Ooittte, in ao much that of late tbe eam* 
haa been laid aaide ■■ a thing that cannot be profitably 
curiedoo." 

Tho assertion of tho Cowrant againBt the 6azett» 
was that its news was stale, and that it unduly 
favonred France by omitting what was unfavoai^ 
able to that country. The answer of the 
Edinburgh Cowrant JUviewed seemed oompleta 
—"To come now to the design of tho paper, I 
shall own that in tbe Qazetta I could not abuse 
authority so far as to insert aaythinjif therein 
dubious, partial or trifling, and for that reostHi 
was obliged to pass by such passages in tho 
newspapers which were not of moment to be 
published by authority, though probably more 
satisfying to the bulk of readers. Now, I resolve 
to take a little more liberty, and to give stories as 
they come, though still such as not well founded 
with some note or other that their authors may 
be only chargeable for the truth of them. Do not 
regard "Hr, Boig's boasting that he has better 
intelligence than I, for as this was not the reason 
I mentioned many idle stories in the QazetU such 
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w ia the Oowrant, bo yoa aboil see that I wast no 
. int^geoce that he baa" — and so be proceeds 
with bis news. Tho British Museam baa only the 
first DQinber. If the conjecture regarding the 
flying Pott of 1707 be correct, it is nnlikcly 
that many numbers of the Edii^nurgh Countnt 
RevitnMd were pablished. The EdvnhxLrgh 
OasdU resumed pablication on March 25. 

1707.— The Edlnburgrh Gazette. No. 1 
Tuesday March 25th 1707. Published by 
Authority. Edinburgh : printed by John Beid 
at hia PrinUng Houso in Bell's Wynd, 1707. 
8> ah. folio: 2 ools. to the page: in large type. 

On March 6, 1707, Donaldson stated in The 
Edvubwrgh Cmtrant Remewid that he had been 
Qompelled to abandon publication of the QasetU 
* as a thing that cannot be profitably carried on " 
because of Boig's rivaliy. On the abovo date, 
however, bo mode a fresh start, intending that bis 
journal should appear twice a week, on Tuesday 
and Thursday, that is, on days wben the Cowunt 
was not published. It was poorly printed, had a 
few local notes, and occasionally blossomed into 4 
pp. From No. 50 much carelessness was shown 
in the numbering, and &om No. 68 to the end 
the Donu woa apelled Qaxtiiu, Sometimes there 
was one weeUy issue only. 

This oontinned till No. 149 (wrongly numbecpd 
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Xoi 119>— firom Tuesday, August the Slst, to 2nd, 
1708, vhen the paper come out as The SeoU 
Poitman or If eta Edinbu/rgh OazetU. 

1708.— The Soots Postman, or New Edin- 
borg-h Gazette. Published by Authority. No 
1. Tuesday, September the 7th, 170a Single 
sheet folio. Edinburgh: printed by John Beid, 
in BeU's Wynd. 170S. 

Hie Postman was the legitimate continuation 
of the Edivbuirgh Oazette of 1699, and thus 
introduced itself: — " Introduction. — This paper 
has been for a long time under disoouragemeot, 
and though it vas the first paper authorised by 
the Government in this Kingdom, yet the author, 
having been engaged in other business, and having 
00 leisure to apply himself to thia, has given 
opportunity to others to attempt giving you the 
public news. How well it is p^ormed is left to 
evety man's judgment to determine.'' The rival 
journalists aimed at are evidently those of the 
Cowrant. The promoter goes on to say that the 
paper had been put on a "new foot' This 
anangement has evidently reference to an agree* 
ment which Donaldson, the owner of the right 
to publish the Oaz^U, had made with another, 
who WHS more than likely the Mr. David Feon 
mentioned hereafter. When Donaldacoi "trans- 
feired bis power upon certain ooodituHu and for 
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m limited time," as he aajm, August 18, 1 709, " the 
Angny fras pleased to add to the title that of 
SeoU Poatman." This places beyond doubt the 
rdatioa between the Gazette and the Poatman. 
It has been castomaiy to speak of these two 
joomals as harutg been amalgamated, and so on. 
Any complication that exists ia due to the fact 
that Donaldson occasionally parted with his rights, 
and that the Gtaetts had sometimes an alia$. 

In view of the troubles of the post, the new 
oondootora boldly promised that publication in 
the future would be more aatiahetoiy. At first 
the Pottman was issued twice a week — Tuesday 
and Saturday, but it soon became thrioe weekly, 
Vo. 4 spoke of "onexpected enoouragement from 
the public.** Matter sometimes exceeded the apace 
at disposal, and a " poatscript " of a single folio 
page was occasionally issued. This poatscript 
proved the existence of a friendly co-operation 
between the printer and John Moncur, of the 
"prbting house at the foot of the Bull's Cloee." 
l^oor uaually aet up the postscript, and occa- 
Bonally eren the main journal Sometimes the 
whole issue was 4 pp. folia 

For a few weeks eveiytbiag went as merry as a 
mairiage bell, and then the old mutations set in 
•gain. The printing of No. 16 passed to James 
Watson, whom Donaldson had to discard soon 
after the atart of the QazetU. The imprint theA 
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nn, * Edinburgh : priDtod by Jamea Watson for 
the Undertaker, and are to be Bold at hu printing 
house, and Alexander Henderson's shop. 1708." 
At No. 36 Watson gave place to the " Heira and 
Successors of Andrew Anderson, printer to the 
Queen's Most EzeeUont Uajesty," l&, Urs. 
Anderson. This arrangement continued for two 
numbers only, for the printing of No. 38 rOTOited 
to John Reid, junior. 

Towards Uie end of Hatch, 1709, Donaldson 
evidently became dissatisfied with the way the 
assignee was corryiDg out his bargain. As a 
result. No. 85 (Wednesday, March SO, to Saturday. 
April 2, 1709) and onward dropped the sub title, 
and the journal appeared simply as the Scots 
Poatman. The words, " Published by Authority," 
disappeared at the same timet Donaldson bad 
evidently withdrawn bis sanction to the arrooge- 
ment made, and the assignee was ready to dcf^ 
him. No issue was sent out for Saturday, July 9, 
1709, owing to "an accountably foolish thing," in 
announcing which the author promised that better 
type would in future be used. No. 127 had no 
imprint, and that of No. 128 and onwards ran, 
" Printed for the author, and are to be sold at 
Alexander Henderson's shop in tiie Upper End of 
the Luckenbooths." 

By the middle of August, the friction -between 
Donaldson and bis assignee became aMite.' What 
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■boald hftTe been Na 144 appeared aa 7%« Sdin- 
bwrgk Oaaette, * aad ma dated Saturday, Augort 
13. to Thonday, Aogiut 18, 1709. The assignee, 
howerer, waa not to be outdone. He applied to the 
Town CouQcil Jbr the neeeasary licence to pablisb 
a newspaper, and the minntea of August 17, 1709, 
■how that his .petiticu was granted. The minute 



" Tlio Oonadl, upon a p«tilioa giroa ia bo Ur. Darid 
Fcam, Adrocat, author (rf tb* priat called th« Seoti Poit- 
man, do* anUtoriM and appoint him to print th« Mid 
SeM iWiwni with an poatacript to it upon sxtnordinat^ 
oecMJOM, av«r7 ToMdaj, Thurada;, and Saturday ia tha 
Wtd^ aad diacharga an; othar printan or pabtiahan at 
iMwa to print or pablwh an/ newa witfain tha dty, 
libaitioa, or priviledg«a tbareof upon tha aaid daja, except 
tbt Mid Ur. David Keani, but prajadica to tba printing 
or publithing anj other oawapapora upon an^ other daya 
of tha week, Babbath daj excepted, and appointed the 
preaanta t« tie Intimated to the Mid printera or publitheia, 
that Bona maj pretend ignoranoe." 

The fint number of the SeoU Pott/man under thia 
lioenoe was sent oat on the following day. It was 
numbered No 144, was dated Tuesday, August 
16, to Thniaday, August 18, and had no imprint 
nmeaiker the two journals continued side by 
nde. The imprint of Na 145 of the Postman' 



• VUt p. S38— aV Bimbmr^ OmtU, 1700. 



rat,:,S:,G(")OgIc 



Edinhurfh Flying Pott. 233 

reverted to that of Na 12a. No. 153 and on- 
wuds inwrted the name of John Uoncur ai 
printer. No. 163 (October 4, 1709) appeared oa 
The SeoU Poatman, or. The Merchant Venturer 
and TraveUei^B Qazetiur, and added, "Fublisbod 
by Anthority." With No, 177 the prioting sud- 
denly became, and oontinued to be, moBt wretched. 
lite imprint was changed to " Edinburgh : printed 
by John Eeid, in Bell's Wynd. 1709," to which 
No. 185 added, " and sold by Alexander Hender* 
son, at the Upper End of the Lucken- Booths, and 
the printer." This continued to Na 197 (wrongly 
numbered 186), dated Thursday, December 22, to 
Saturday, December 24, 1709, after which the 
journal was again set on a " new foot"* 

1708.— The Edinbnrcrh Fly Inff Post. Nal. 
Tuesday, the 6th of October, 1708. Single sheet 
folio, two oolumns to page. Edinburgh : printed 
by John Beid, in Bell's Wynd, 170a 

What connection, if any, thia Poet had with its 
samenke of 1707, it is impossible to say. Its 
title does not contain the long explanatoiy dauso 
of the earlier journal, aud neither printer nor the 
interval of publication is the same. The Post of 
1708 appeared three times a week— Mcmday, 
Taeeday, and Thursday. The first number oon- 

* ncbp.S3&-&oti A>riMafl,1709. 
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tained no ezpUnatum as to its purpose or origin, 
•nd it oontinaed to devote its spaco entirely to 
nem simiUr to what appeared in contemponuy 
jonmaU In its later issues the words "With the 
Uatterial Fcnreign Ncwd " wero printed below the 
title. 

Considerable confusion arose in the nnmbcring 
of the journal during the second half of 1710, 
when tho paper was being issued on Wednesday 
■ad Fridays. The number for July 19-21 appeared 
as No. 120, 100 short of what it should be ; and 
the number for September 20-22 as No. 133 — 
which number cannot be accounted for unless the 
issue had become weekly and the wrong number- 
ing bad continued. The printing was vciy poor, 
and this last number was on a smaller folio sheet : 
it would not be surprising if it was the last issue. 
The imprint remained the same all through. In 
NoTcmber, Beid undertook the printing of the 
Sew Edinbwtgk Oasette, which in due time also 
became a Post— the Evening Pott. 

1709,— A Beview of the State of the 
British Nation.— Na 1. March 25, 1709. 
Printed l^ the Heirs of A. Anderson. 

Defbe began the issue of this famous periodical 
fimn Newgate Prison on Feb. 19, 1704, as a sheet 
of 8 sm. 4to ppi In 1707 he was in Scotland on 
a oooneotcd with the Union of the Pariia- 



rat.:,.:,G00glc 



Defoe'i Review. 235 

taenia, tad (hereafter fer boebo years appeared 
frequeatly in the Northern Kingdom. He must 
accordingly have edited his .fi«tn«uf from Scotland 
for Mme tima Id 1709, however, he took a now 
step, which he indicates in the Prc&oo to Vol. 5 
of the London issue : " The fifth volume having 
now run a full year two reasons oblif^e me to put 
an end to it, 1) The usual bulk of the Book 
requiring it, and 2) The request of some gentle- 
men in Scotland who have by their own voluntaiy 
subscription encoun^ed the reprinting of it at 
Edinbnrgh and being to begin it this qoarteri 
have desired the volume and their subecription to 
go on together." Defoe then proceeds to con- 
gratulate himself on the success of his paper, and 
continues — "Xor has it been without its testi- 
mony abroad, since the application of the author 
in this volume especially to the real work of 
uniting the hearts of these two nations who have 
80 lately joined hands has been received by our 
brethr^ of North Britain as so profitable, so 
honest and so needful a work, that they have 
desired the Reprinting of it at Edinburgh in 
order to its being seen throughout Scotland and 
have voluntarily subscribed a sufficient sum for 
the expence of it." The first issue of the new 
Ixtndon volume bore the name priotod above, end 
was of date Tuesday, April 5, 1709, which was a 
ftfftnight later than the first issue of the Edin- 
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borgh edition, Aod nisea the qaestion oa to 
whether it woa not the London edition that was 
really the reprint, ud not the Edinburgh. 

Unfbrtanately copies of the Edinbnrgh edition 
hare not been available. We are not, hoverer, 
left without infonnation refpuding IL No. 27, 
June 4, 1709, of the London iamie, contains an 
advertiaomeat which throws some light npon the 
method of publication. It runs : — " Whereas from 
the 25th of March this paper has been reprinted 
three times a week in Edinburgh and published 
in all the principal Towns and Cities of Scotland 
and that sereral people have been at the trouble 
and charge to send advertisements of sales, hooka, 
medicines, things lost &c. down to Edinburgh to 
be there inserted in the iZetnew; These are to 
give notice that for saving the trouble, charges, 
and difficulties of that method," arrangements 
were to be made with a London printer who 
would undertake all responsibility for their due 
appearance in the Soottish edition. " Note : The 
oounties of Northumberland and Westmoreland 
are also supplied with this paper from Scotland 
together wiUi the towns of Belfast, Corrickfergns 
and the city of Ltmdon-Derry in Ireland." Several 
nnmben of the SooU Foatmaa for August, 1710, 
omtoin an advertisement that subscribers ahonld 
le«v« their addresses at " Ur. Anderson's shopL* 

^irther light is dirown on the career <^ t&e 
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iteVMto in Ediabnrgh from the story of tha 
ootiflict that nged between Mrs. Andcraon and 
the printen Wataoa and Freebum over the 
sttooosaioa to the printing monopoly which had 
boen used by Ure. Andenon, and which expired 
in 1711. Watson aocnsed Mrs. Anderson of Bpread- 
ing sedition in that she had reprinted Defoe'i 
journal for a whole year, on offence sufficiently 
beioous in the Queen's printer. Urs. Anderson 
promptly acknowledged the charge and justified 
herself thus : — " The author of that paper having 
in the paper itself ofWntimcs declared himself 
ready to answer any charge brought against him 
and the paper being lint printed in London 
without the Qovemment shewing any dislike of 
it, she humbly suggests she was sufficiently aatbor- 
iscd to reprint it sooiug had not the Government 
a different opinion of that paper from what this 
advocate pretends, the author had not then and 
still continued to publish it in London and in the 
face of the Xaw : and not received the least trouble 
about it."* Fart of the campaign against Urs, 
Anderson was fought on the ground that the woilc 
sbo produced was exceedingly bad. Her onsww 
to that charge in oonneotion with the Seview 

* "A brief lUplf to tlie Letter from Edinburgh n- 
Uting to the cow of Un. Andergoa, Har Uajest/s 
piinter for ScotUad." [17UF] 
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brings out this intcrostiiig £wt. "It is known 
that tho Author being that year in Edinbiugh 
emroeted «Tery paper himselt" 

1709.— The Edinburgh Gazette. As noted 
abore, the fiiction between Donaldson and tho 
person to whom he hod aeaignDd the rights of 
publishing the OazetU for a Uoaitod period bccama 
acute, in August, 1709. Donaldson appears to 
have objected to the paper being called the Sects 
Poalman, and to have boon further incensed at 
tho dropping of the original title altogether. He 
aocordingly resumed control of his monopoly, and 
sent out — 

The Edinbwrgh OazeUe. Published - by 
Authority. No. 144. From Saturday, August 
13, to Thursday, August 18, 1709. Printed for 
the Author, Anno Dom. 1709. Single sheet folio. 
Tho "author" states: — ^"It is not necessary to 
inibrm the public of the transactions between the 
author and his Assigny, or with what difficulty the 
author has reoovwed bis own grant, it being 
Sttffioent to let the reader know that the author 
has at last with much struggling recovered his 
power, bat oould never till now re-assume his 
possession." Pablication was promised on Monday, 
Toesday, and Thursday. Care was to be taken 
that news was to be as aoourato as possible, but 
vheia doubt existed, the editor was to place " tH 
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Buch rclaUons as seem partial or ill founded ia a 
postecript" — oo airangcmcDt which would have 
advonti^cs even to-day I Tho priDting of tho 
paper wm very bod. The imprint of Ko. 157 was 
simply " Edinburgh ; priotod for tho author^ 1709." 
Tho file of this new start beyond No. 157 is not 
availab1c,but it apparentlyresumed connection with 
the SoUa Poetman in December of tho some year,' 

1709.— The Scots Postman, or, the New 

Edinburgh Gazette : being on Account of the 
Public News, Foreign and Domestic Published 
by Authority. No. 1, Tuesday, December 27, 
1709. Single Sheet folia Every Tuoaday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday. Edinburgh : printed by John 
Moncur for the Uodertalccrs, and to bo sold at his 
Printing House at the foot of the Bull Clooo, 
opposite to the Trono. 

Thus did the Bdivbwgk OaseUe of ICOO moko 
another starL It began by saying that—" It has 
been a misfortune to this paper to change its 
authors and printers several times, and by several 
stops, hindnuiccs, neglect of printers, and in- 
numerable onors of tho press, to bo of late much 
discouragod, though the accounts have been, 
especially for the lost year, more exact than 
formerly. These are now to give notice that it is 



* Vutt ScoU PottmM, 17W, 
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oooe more Mt upon « new txtd, we hope, a righfc 
foot, both u to ounagement and intelligence." 
The joanud ma not, however, nearly out of stormy 
waters. No. 15 (January 28, 1710) Hubetitutcd 
ftn* the second part of the imprint the words, " and 
to be sold at Mr. John Johnston's House at the 
foot of Moabra/s Close at the Netherbow." No. 
43 gave 4 pp^, as sometimefl happened subee- 
quently. lite ^rpe of Ko. 50 and after was 
smallor, and at the same time the heading was 
embellished with two rough woodcuts. The 
printer was changed at No. 60 : " Printed by John 
Beid, Jnnr., for the Undertaken, and arc to be 
sold at his printing house in Liberton's Wynd"— 
the second half of which imprint was altered in 
N& 63 to "at Mrs. McKay's, in Patrick Stiel's 
Qoee, on the South side of the Street, and a little 
below the Croaa." 

These changes, however, were as nothing to the 
revolution which took place about the middle of 
November, 1710, It is not clear what had 
happened, but it is apparent that another of the 
oataclysmio disagreements hod broken out among 
the personages responsible for the jouroaL No. 
141 (Tuesday, November the Slst, to Thursday, 
Nonsmber the 23rd, 1710) appeared as Th$ 
2fevf Sdinburgh OazetU. The aberration, how< 
ever, was only temporary. The real No. 141 
wai only delayed, and turned out two months late 
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under Iho old dcdgnatioD, and with the suno 
printer, on TucsdAy, January 23, 1711. The only 
difference was that the cuta no longer adorned tho 
title. The following explanation of tho matter 
was vouchsafed : — 

"Tho author of Ihii paper boing induccU by a certain 
ponon to enter in a controet for Bomo spaco of tim* 
fo^ my title, upon eertain vtipiilatioiu to bo performed 
by oitbcr partj. But tlio Mid eontmctor with mo, 
having failed to perform hit eonditiona, not only 
endeavouring by aI) mcihodii powiibio to euhnnco my 
title and right, but to ingroxa to himtielf the whole aalo 
and publiiibing of ray paper by changing of tho title 
and nuuibeni thereof (hov fair and ingenious that u I 
leave to tho dincrction of my gencroUN reader to judge), 
Uovever, boving closed matter* in ■umo part with him 
bT consent, I continue ray paper with my own titlo and 
numbor aa loat onumcrato." 

In No. 141 tho cut« of the hcadin;; wore resumed. 
Under this name tho joamal continued UU 
June 26, 1712. At least, John Bcid, the printer, 
died at the beginning of August, 1712, and was 
buried in Grey&iars on tho 12th of that month. 
This, however, was no reason for the discontinuance 
of tho jotu-nal, for his widow carried on the busi- 
ness. It is possible that Bcid had acquired a 
proprietaiy right in the Postman; it is certain 
that bis widow spoke as if she were both editor 
and proprietor in 1715. No igmes have oome 
Q 
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under obsemtion between June 2C, 1712, and the 
resuscitation of the paper in 1714.* 

1710.— The Tatler, Sir Bichard Steele 
hegaa the publication of his Toiler, which he 
described as "a paper which shoald observe upon 
the nutmers of tho pleasurable as well as the busy 
part of mankind," on April 12, 1700, and it ran 
for 271 QumbcFB, w for nearly two years. Somo- 
time about the b^inning of Feb., 1710, James 
Watson began the reprinting of the TatUr in 
Edinburgh. He seems to have started with tho 
issue of Steele's Ho. 130, and oumbored it No. 1. 
At least the only two issues that have been avail- 
able point to this coDoluuon. The British 
Uusoam has No. 31, and it corresponds with 
Steele's No. 160, dated from Saturday, I6th April, 
to Tuesday, 18th April, 1710:— 

The TaOer, by Isaac BickorstaS; Esq. No. 31. 
From Thursday, April 20, to Uonday, April 24, 
1710. Single sheet folio, two columns to page. 
Edinbntgh: printed by James Watson, and sold 
at bis shop next door to the Red Lyon, opposite 
to the Laeken Booths, whore advertisements are 
taken in. The number contains the following 
notice : — " Those who design to make a collection 
of this paper and will anbwribe to take them fw a 
year, shall be duly famished by the printer and 

'Bm Vol IL—Simiiifgk OoMtu, 1714. ' 
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their oopica printed on fine paper, at tho rat« of 
7b. sterling for a whole year's papers, one half of 
which is to be paid on aubacrihing and the other 
at the expiration of a year after their sabecnptioo. 
Xo mora fine eopiofl will be printed than what are 
subscribed for. Subscriptiona will bo takoa at 
tho printer's shop next door to the Bed Lyon, 
opposite the Lnckenbooths, Edinburgh." Tho 
general appearance of the Rhcet is vciy similar to 
the original which it rcproducea, although of a 
slightly smaller folio. The Bodlciaa Libraiy con- 
taiDS a copy of No. 100 of the Edinburgh reprint, 
cerroBpondiog to Steele's Xa 229, which is dated 
Saturday, September 23, to Tuesday, September 
26, 1710. Tho Edinburgh number carries tho 
date from Thursday, September 28, to Uonday, 
October 2, 1710. In the Edinburgh issues load 
advertisements are inserted. As in tho original, 
three numbors were published weekly. 

This serial fonn was not the only issue that 
took place in Edinburgh. Na 100 contains the 
anaouneement that — 



"The Genuine Copies ofthc First and S 
Volume of Mr. BickeratafTs Lucubrations in a 
pocket volume on an Elsevir Letted are sold 
at IXis. Ogston's shop ia the Parliament CIoss, 
and at James Watson's Shop, next door to 
the Bed Lyon, opposite to the Luckenbooths. 



b, Google 



S44 Tie Ediniurgh Periodieat Prat. 

Price 3 shillinga each toIqum. JIToto.— These 
oopiei by the ftathor «re known by a ruoning 
title, thus 

4 The Tfttlcr No. 1. 

But the spuriouB copy hu only on the head 
of the page (4)." 

From which it wcme likely that Watson hod some 
special arrangement with Steele or his representa- 
tive for the prodoctioD of the TaUer in Edinbnrgh, 
and that somebody else was taking advantage of 
the indefinite state of "Litonuy Proper^" to 
undercut him. 

The London issue of the Tatler ended on J[anu- 
ary 2, 1711, and Watson's reprint must also have 
oeaeed then, for within less than a fortnight he 
was sending out a native T(Uler of his own. 

1710.— The Edinburfrh Courant. with the 
fireshert advices, Forreign and Domestick. Pub- 
lished by Authority. Na 1, Uunday, March 20, 
1710. Edinburgh: printed by John tf oncnr for 
the Undertakers, and to be sold at Mr. John 
Johnston's House, almost at the foot of Moubn/a 
Close at the Netberbow. Single sheet folio, 2 
ools. topage. 

Boig, the projector of the first Courant, died 
Jtauij 27, 1710, and with him died tiie Privy 
Cooooil's wanant to publish a paper of that natne. 
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As already stated,* tho right of graoting license to 
forthcoming nowspapcrs within the city was quietly 
assumed by Edinburgh Town Council after the 
Union of 1707. Boig was hardly cold before it 
was asked to use its prerogative. The result is 
apparent from the following extract miuute: — 
"Ate Edinburgh, the Gnt daj of Kcbniuj, 1710. 

"Tha (amo daj tlio Oonncill autharbiod Mr. Daniel 
Dofoo to print tho Edinburgh Currant in place oE the 
docoosod Adam Bog, dischivrging bereb7 an; otbcr 
ponon to print Ncira under the nom^ of the EdinbitTgK 
Currant. " 

Defoe was not swift, however, to act upon tho 
authority given. Seven weeks were allowed to 
elapse before his first number appeared, and he 
seems to have placed no obstacle in the way of tho 
ousted joamol continuing during that time under 
the old name-t His haste before the Council was 
probably to forestall possible rivals; although why 
be should covet that particular name when so 
many were available, it is difficult to understand. 
The enrolment of the name of the author of 
" BobinsoD Crusoe " among Edinburgh journalists 
is full of interest: "It would now bo a useless 
speculation as to what motives induced Defoe at 
that time to undertake the publication, and donbt- 

* Introduction, p. fiS. 
t See p. £19. 
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1«8B the writing of, &n Edinburgh newspaper: 
whether or not the kindncsa and affectionate 
respect be received from the Scotch, cmtrasted in 
hie new with the ungratofal reword of all bis toils 
in England, revived a former desire to remove his 
£unily and to spend the remainder of his 6a,ya in 
Scotland."* 

Only two nambera of this issue of the Ediithv/rgh 
Cowraitt are known to exist. Each contains about 
2( columns of news from abroad, the remainder of 
the space (1) columns) being occupied with 
advertisements. It is probable that no moro were 
issued ander Defoe's direction, as his immediate 
connection with the Cownmt could not have lasted 
many weeks. At the end of the same March, he 
was recalled to London, With his departure, the 
journal would likely cease publication. 

It should be noted that the transition enabled 
two distinct Edivhurgh Cowra/ntt to appear on 
Varcb 20, 1710. 

1710.-~The Scots Courant. Ko.707. Uon< 
day, Uarch 20, to Wednesday, March 22, 1710. 
Edinburgh : printed by John Beid, Janior, and are 
to be sold at his house in liberton's Wynd, 1710. 
SingleBheetfolio,2ool8.topage. Three timeaweekly. 

^e usual date assigned for the start of the 

* William Lm'i "DnDiel Dofoo," I., 170. * 
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SeoU Cowrant is September, 1705. The author 
of tfao "Edinburgh CSouront Reprint," for 
example, following the lead of earlier hiatoriana of 
the jouinal, states that it was began in that year, 
that it was published tfaricc a week, and (hat 
Boig'e Edinburgh Courant was mei;god in it od 
March 20, 1710. Several facts throw discredit on 
this statement. No copies of a Scots Cownnt 
earlier than March 22, 1710, have ever been known 
to ciiat, while there la every reason to anpposo 
that it is simply the continuation of the original 
Edinburgh Courant, The number of the first 
known issue runs consecutively with the last 
known number of the earlier journal. Its format 
aad printer are the same. When Defoe acquired 
the right of publishing news under the title of the 
Edinburgh Courant, those who hod been carrying 
OD Boig's paper were evidently unwilling to 
abandon the enterprise. They met the difficulty 
by changing Edinburgh in their title to Scota — 
the least possible alteration they could make — 
and continued the publication of their journal 
without "with authority." The truth is, they 
were taken by surprise when Defoe sent out hia 
first number. In spite of the fact that he had 
secured the name he had delayed nsbg it, and the 
holders of it bod evidentlycome to think that he hod 
abandoned his intention. The result was that on 
Monday, March 20, 1710, Edinburgh was favoured 
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with two Edvahwrgh Oownmtt from difTcrcnt 
pablishcn. Then Boig'a successors realised that 
Defba tnc«ot buainess: and their next number 
Appealed to the public as the 8coU CowraiU. 

At No. 729 (" From Friday, May the 12tb, to 
Uonday the 16th, 1710 ") the imprint became >— 
" Edinburgh : printed by James Watson, and sold 
at his shop next door to tho Red Lyon opposite to 
the Lacken Booths, and at the Exchange Coffee 
House." This same number oontoins a note which 
speaks of " James Muirbcad, the author of this 
paper." This may hare been the some person 
who came under the notice of the authorities in 
1697. Writing to Contoirs, under date Edin- 
borgh, Juno 18, 1697, Sir James Ogilvy said — ^*It 
is said that James Muirbcad, who is on apothecary 
io this place, being accidentally at Dumfries, and 
having occasion to visit some friends in that 
oonntry, some of the Jacobites there being at on 
alehouse, did force him to drink with them, and 
ofta the drinking of some private healthy did 
begin King James's and confusion to all his 
enemies; and he having refused to do it, some of 
the company did fall upon him and beat him. 
. . . The Choooellor and I have examined Mr. 
Muiriieod but he does not tell the truth fully."*, 
Tb«e nems to be no further record of the inoictent 

* Guvtain^ "SUU Fi^en," p. aOB. 
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The Dumbcra between October 27, 1710, aod 
MftTCh 25, 1715 (Noa 800-1464), hnro not been 
.ftvailabto for ezamioatioa. Witbia that time the 
paper hod considerably changed its appearance. 
It had become a 12 pp^ email 4t& The title 
ran — ^ The Scots Coiirant, oontoining the Occnr- 
rcDcea both at homo and abroad." ^e first page 
woa similar to a title page, and the impriat at iti 
foot was — " Edinburgh : printed for tho author. 
Sold at the Exchange Coffee Hooso, where ndvcr- 
tisomenta are token in. I7l6. Price Three Half- 
pence." Tho only indication that Wateoo continued 
08 printer is bis monogram in the centre of the 
page. Hie editor evidently worked a co&eo house 
on his own account, for, in Xo. 2119 (Juno If, 
1719), the paper was sold there. la No. 2193 
(December 9, 1719— misnumbcred 2112) it is 
described as being * Uuirhcad's Coffee House, up 
the stair, immediately below the entiy to tho 
Writer's Court- 
In appearance the Scots CourwU was neat and 
clean. Like its contemporaries it devoted most 
of its space to foreign news. The hist number 
seen is No. 2251, dated Wednesday, April 20, to 
Friday, April 22, 1720, It is perhaps more than a 
coincidence that the first number of tho Caledonian 
Merewry appeared in the following week. 

1710.— The North TaUer. The earliest 
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nferenoe to thisperiodical iacontaioedia Chalmers' 
" Life of RoddimaD," On p. 121 ho has — " Id 
^ March, 1710, the North Toiler . . was printed 
by Joba Rdd for Samuel Colvil" ; and he adds in 
a footnote — "The Toiler, No. 1, was dated from 
27tb of Uarcb to the 1st of April, 1710, and was 
published every Monday and Friday." In his 
MSL Collections he gives the size as folio. 

The use of the name by Richard Steele hod 
given it cumncy, and many periodicals about the 
time adopted the word in their titles. From the 
particulars Chalmers gives, it is evident that the 
North TatUr was distinct both from Watson's 
reprint and from the Toiler of 1711. 

1710. — ^The Examiner, or Remarks upon 
Piq>era and Occurrencoa. No. 1, Saturday, 
September 2, 1710, 2 pp., single sheet folia To 
be continued weekly. Edinburgh, printed by 
Jamea WatwHi, and sold at his shop, next door to 
the Red Lyon, opposite to the Lnckenboothfl, 
The ExatM/MT opens with the words — 
"niat mj fellow-trritcra may not bo aloraicU at tho 
•igbt of a now paper, I promiw boforclmnd not to 
oacroach upon imj of thoir proTincM ; I ahoJl leavo tko 
AfrkoB CSDmpa&j and the coaU to tho Jierim; I will 
not touch ODo drop of tho O&wrrottfr't October ; ko and 
kit eonntiTnuui ihall bown it all np tho next el«ctiona : 
All deaeriptiotu of ttogo platen tod itntciinen, the 
•neting of groenhoiuM, the forming of conateUatioaa,* 
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>h*ll nmMn entire to the use wad benefit of thoir Gnl 
pioprictor. 

ilj design is of another nature. I meet irith a great 
Tarietj of papen, neither se correct, ao monl, nor m 
lojrol 01 (1)0/ aught to bo: I mo tlie town crcrj doj 
impoaed upon by fnlMj wit, folno learning, (oIm poli- 
tickt, and folno dJTinit/. Thcso aort of writing*, 
thfiugh thoj arc in cantempt among tho few that judge 
well, yot have their infliienco upon tho gencrolitj of 
readers: and many of thorn ore adapted by the cunning 
mon who contrive them to the capacities of the weak 
who are misled by them. Some of theao papen I 
intend to examine and set people right in their 
opinion!. Uy chief buHiness will bo to inatruct niy 
ceuntrymen and pcrhapn I may endearour now and then 
ti divert them." 

Tho first nnmbcr ia altogether token up with the 
examination of a certain Letter, and tho second 
with " Tho French King's Thanks of tho Tories of 
Qrcat Britain considered." 

Although this first number gave no indication 
of the fact, it was nevcrtboless an exact reprint of 
the similarly named paper which began its career 
on Thursday, August 3, 1710, and was published 
by John Uorphcw, near Stationers' Hall, London. 
liie ExaTniner was started in support of the 
Govonimcnt by Lord Bolingbroke, who had the 
help of Bishop Attorbuiy, Prior and others in the 
enterprise. It was opposed by the Whig Exami- 
ner, condactod by Addison. Its ooano was not 
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Toy }«(H)uaing until it was taken in hand \>j 
Swift with the number for Xorembcr 2, 1710. 
"His fxamtiwra," says Sir Leslio Stephen, 

* achiered an immediate and unprecedented 
sncocss." He wrote the next 32 nambers when 
he relinquished the project to Urs. Uanley, who 
in torn was saocoeded by W. Oldisworth. The 
periodical oontinaed till July, 26, 1714. 

The place of origin of the paper was no doubt 
well known to its Edinburgh subscribers, but 
Watson thought it necessoiy to indicate the fact 
in No. 20 — fi^m Tuesday, December 1 9, to Satur- 
day, December 23, 1710 — when the imprint 
became " Edinburgh : reprinted by James Watson, 
and sold at bis shop opposite the Luckcnbooths." 
Ka 31, ToL IL (from Thursday, June 26, to 
Tbunday July 3, 1712), has a shorter notice: 

* Reprinted at Edinburgh, 1712." How long the 
Edinburgh reprint oontinned has not been ascer- 
tained. An it]-infonned article in Chamben' 
Jowmal* says it continued "until the year 1715, 
when it was stopped." 

1710. — ne New Edlnbargrh Gazette. 
Being an account of the Public News, Forroign 
and Domestiok. Published by Authority. Na 
141. Tuesday, NoTembcr the 2l8t, to Thursday, 
Korember the 23rd, 1710. Single sheet folia 

*Jiuw7. 1834. 
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Printed bjr John Reid, Janr. for the UnderUker^ 
ftod are to be sold &t bis printing hoiuo in Libcr- 
ton's Wjrod. 

No. 142 appeared as Na 2, and gave tbo foUov- 
ing explanation ' — " Theae are to give notice that 
this paper, having been now for two numbers 
published by the name or title of the Edinburgh 
dhuette, is notwithutanding vrittCD and published 
by the same undertakers who published the Scott 
Postman before." The notice then goes on to 
complain that original news litters intended for 
the paper hod been intereeptcd by "some evil 
designing pcrsoDs," and that coascquently the 
oooductoiB had had to fall back upon the custom 
of copying from prints — a custom which * tho said 
I'oetman hod promised to avoid." 

Under this title the paper proceeded for at least 
six issues, but there is every reason to suppose that 
about the close of the year it changed its name to 
The EveningPoal or The New Edinlnirgh Oazette. 
being an account of the Fublio News, Forrciga 
and Domestic. The Advocates' Library has Nos. 
225 and 226, the former being dated "From 
Tuesday, May 13, to Thursday, Uay 15, 1712." 
S. sh. folio. " Edinburgh : printed by John 
MoQcur, and sold at his Frinting House at the 
foot of the Bull Close, fore against the Trone, and 
by John Farb at his stand at the Fountain Well, 
where advertiseinents are taken in, 1712." At the 
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nto of three issues weekly, the date of the start 
of the Evsnxng PoH coincides with that of the 
iir<no EdiiUmrgh OasetU. At the Maidment Sale 
tiie "Ediuburgh Evening Post Newspaper, I7l0 
to 1712," was disposed of in one volume.* 

1711.— The Tatler, By Donald MacStaff of 
the North. No. 1, Wednesday, January 13, 1711. 
& flb. folia, twice a week, Edinbui;gh: printed 
by James Watson, and sold at his shop, next door 
to the Bed Lyou, opposito to the Luckenbooths. 
Each number was headed with a motto, usually in 
Latin. No. 17 was "by Mary UocStaff, sister to 
Donald UocStoffof tho North." 

No. 4 had this notice — " ilLr. UaoStaflfa lucu- 
brations oro always for tho future to be printed on 
fine paper and with a new type. They are to be 
aold at a Peony a piece, and are to be bad only at 
Ur. Watson's shop, next door to the Bed Lyon. 
But such as design to make a collection by 
■abecription may have them done on very fine 
paper at lOs. a year : one half at subscribing and 
the other at the eipinition of the year," Pabli- 
eatioD days were Wednesday and Saturday, and 
thirty numben altogether were issued. In No. 
10 it it said that " the Design of this paper is to 
ridicule Folly and Affectation, and not to expose 

■CUologiM L, 81. 
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Uisfortuaog and Imporfectioos which are natunl 
aod uoavoidablc" 

Steele's Toiler ceased publication with the 
QDmber for Juiuary 2, 1711, and it is therefore 
probable that the Edinburgh TatUr was designed 
bcforo the news of that event reached the city. 
The English paper, however, had made its appeal 
successfully to the Edinburgh public, and it there- 
fore enternl into tho head of an enterprising 
young advocnto to have ajoumal of the same kind 
which might bo native to Edinburgh. This was 
Robert Hepburn of Bearford, at that time about 
twenty-one years of age, and just returned from 
studying law in Holland. He was a man whom 
the erudite Lord Hoilcs spoke of as being ingenii 
2>fiieeoeia et jmufervidi. He no doubt pleased 
himself and hia publisher by following the example 
of Steele in his new paper, for he roundly declared 
that he intended to take the English writer as 
bis model " The author," ho says, " in imitation 
of Mr. Bickerstaff, whose steps be proposes to 
follow, is resolved to observe some <mler in the 
subjects of these papers." Tytler, white not 
exactly aconrate in hia description of the little 
publication, has theso notes on it:— "These 
papers are evidently the production of a msa 
of vigorous native powers, and of a mind not 
meanly stored with ancient learning, and &miliar 
with Ute best writings of the modems. The author 
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might have shone in the treatment of general 
topic* of moral discoasioa or of criticism ; but, 
from a propensity not lumatiira], where talents 
Are oombinod wiUi on ardent temperamoat and 
BSTcaatio turn of mind, bis compontions vcre 
fitted to give much ofienoe by the description of 
known characters, and by the personal satire which 
be employed, with no gentle at delicate hand, on 
some men of note, both in the ccdceiastica] and 
civil deportments, among his countrymen."* 

In the coane of tho paper, the editor was called 
ropoatedly the " Censor of Qroat Britain," Occa- 
sionally the wholo issue was devoted to one topic, as 
when, in Ko. 4, tho entire space was occapied with 
a disaertatioa on the relations of children to parents. 
Onoe the editor says," I have lately received private 
intimations that there are such things as swords 
and pistols to be feared if I continue to bo as 
portioalar as I have been hitherto^" On the whole 
there ««■ an air of light persiflage about the 
ventaro. " Any impartial peruser of these papere 
■ will easily perceive that the true scope and intent 
of 'em is to convince people of these follies that are 
apt to render 'em ridiculous, and which they may 
Iwlp and amend if they please." It is, however, 
s diflkult to believe in his sincerity. 
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